
 

the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
www.magnoliafumc.org 

         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            October 28, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

John Scott, Youth Director 

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, facebook, and website 
     9:30 PM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person (Peace Hall) & Zoom 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     5:30 PM EPHESIANS  BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later) 

Website and YouTube 
     5:30 PM IN PERSON YOUTH GROUP Grades 7—12th 

(Peace Hall) 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office   
   12:00 noon EPHESIANS BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later)

Website and YouTube 
     6:00 PM YOUTH  Grades 7th—12th (ZOOM) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sunday’s Sanctuary Worship 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM   STEWPOT 
 

The Caring Place Is not providing in-person service at this time 
Chapel Worship is cancelled.   

In person Treehouse (children’s) activities are cancelled. 
      

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.

Non Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Magnolia, 

AR 
Permit No. 

84 

Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            worship              Offerings 
   
October 4                         28                     $  6,462.00 
October 11                       20                     $10,350.00 
October 18                       25                     $12,420.00 
October 25                       25                     $  8,215.00 

FAMILY STYLE WORSHIP SERVICE 
NOVEMBER 1     9:00 A.M -9:30 A.M. 

PEACE HALL 
 
Starting November 1, from 9:00am-9:30am. This 
family style worship service will take place in Peace 
Hall where families will sit together at tables to en-
sure social distancing. This contemporary type ser-
vice will allow families of all kinds to safely and 
comfortably get back into church without the fear of 
distracting or disturbing their neighbors while the 
nursery remains closed. This service will be geared 
towards engaging kids! You can expect fun interac-
tive songs to sing and dance to with your children, a 
children's sermon, and a sermon from Bro. Gary all 
in 30 minutes! We will also have a special treat for 
our families! We look forward to seeing you all back 
in church on November 1 to worship together as a 
church family!  

Don’t forget to 
set your clocks 
back one hour 

before 
 going to bed  

Saturday night! 

Trick Questions 

There is a little over a week to go to election day and many of us have already voted.  If you are reg-
istered to vote and have not yet done so, I hope you will vote on our before Election Day.  I’m guess-
ing that most of you are like me – you are sick of political ads on TV and negative posts on social 
media, and you are ready for the election to be over.  The divide between the candidates of different 
parties seems to be bigger than ever this time, and so much of the campaigning seems to be focusing 
on candidates discrediting their rivals, rather than sharing their vision for the future of our country. 

Jesus wasn’t looking to get elected to any office, but, like our modern day politicians running for 
office, he met bitter opposition – people who were constantly trying to trip him up and get him to 
discredit himself.  In his case, his rivals were the religious leaders of his day, the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees.  By chapter 22 in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ ministry was drawing to a close.  He had 
entered Jerusalem triumphantly on a donkey (the event we celebrate on Palm Sunday) and now it was 
the Monday prior to his death.  Jesus had attacked the temple administration by overturning the tables 
of the money changers in the temple.  As Brother Gary preached about last Sunday, Jesus had out-
smarted the Pharisees in response to their question about whether it was lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor.  Next he had silenced the Sadducees on the issue of resurrection.   

In our reading this morning, the Pharisees tried one last time to catch him out.  One of them, a law-
yer, asked Jesus, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  There were 613 com-
mands.  The Pharisees regarded every one as important although they were divided into heavy and 
lighter laws and there was much debate over the relative importance of the various laws.  Jesus’ re-
sponse to the lawyer’s question was, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a sec-
ond is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”  In this response, Jesus was declaring that 
the whole of the complex Jewish law, with its tiny details about so many things, could be interpreted 
in terms of these two simple commandments – to love God with all your heart, soul and mind and to 
love your neighbor as yourself.  In fact, Jesus said that these commandments were the key to interpret 
all God’s revelation to humanity, not just the law but the words of the prophets as well. 

Then Jesus asked the Pharisees a question back.  It was also a trick question, designed to trip them up 
and shut down their questioning.  He asked, “What do you think of the Messiah?  Whose son is he?”  
They answered, “The son of David” which was in line with the testimony of various passages in the 
Old Testament.  Quoting from Psalm 110 written by David, Jesus responded: “How is it then that 
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand until I 
put your enemies under your feet?”’  If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”  Of 
course the Pharisees couldn’t answer this question.  Jesus’ followers could answer the original ques-
tions, “What do you think of the Messiah?  Whose son is he?”  They knew the Messiah was Jesus 
who was right there in front of them.  They knew Jesus was the Son of God who was born to the vir-
gin Mary and raised by her and her husband Joseph who was a descendant of David.  But there was 
no way the Pharisees were going to admit this.  Instead they tried to answer by quoting the Old Tes-
tament and ended up with a question from Jesus to which there was no answer.  Once again Jesus 
outsmarted the Pharisees, so much so that they gave up arguing with him, and turned to violence that 
would result in his death on the cross later that week. 

I wonder how often our media asks our political candidates questions simply to try to trip them up 
and discredit them, rather than to really get a good understanding of their vision for our future and 
how they would make it a reality, and how that might be different from their opponent’s vision.  I 
wonder how often we in the church we allow ourselves to get bogged down in theological arguments, 
and arguments about our personal preferences for how the church should operate and worship, rather 
than focusing on what Jesus calls us to do to follow him, to grow in our discipleship and to reach out 
into our neighborhoods. One thing this pandemic has done for the church is that it has helped us fo-
cus on the essentials of being part of the body of Christ.  Perhaps we needed that reset. 

 



 

10/1 Jessica Cieynski 10/13 Matthew Doherty 

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/14 Katherine Cardwell 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/18 Raymond Cammack 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/18 Nancy Williams 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/19 Marvin Lindsey 

10/4 Ken Williams 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/5 Steve Card 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/6 Margo Fallin 10/22 McDonald Kinnaird 

10/9 David Alexander 10/23 Miki Lindsey 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/24 H.F. Greer 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/25 DJ Fincher 

10/10 Blakely Paladino 10/29 Loyd Cardell 

10/11 Donna Garrett 10/29 Arely Garcia 

10/12 Tootsie Schmidt   

Esther Saves Her People                                                                     
November 1-7, 2020 

 
Read together:  “Queen Esther” (pages 152-157 in the 
Spark Story Bible). 
You might also read Esther 2:5-8; 3:1-6; and 8:1-7. 
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Esther was brave to tell the king about people who needed 
help.  Can you think  
of some people who need help?  What are some things 
your family might do to help? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
Esther spoke up for people who needed help, even when it 
was scary.  Who are the people in your world who need 
help?  How can you speak up for people who need help at 
school or work, at home, or in your neighborhood? 
 

Family Blessing 
Esther showed courage.  God will help you have the cour-
age to help others. 
[Family member’s name], you can speak up for those who 
need help.  You are a blessing.   

“ALL SAINTS” SUNDAY 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2020 

 
 
 

Joe Winstead 
Dot Lynn Duncan 

Miriam Leman 
Deane Woodward 

Nancy Carter 
Betty McNeil 
Mildred Ruff 

 
 

 

I 
Incorporated in the service this Sunday will be  
A remembrance of those who have joined the 

Church Triumphant.  Those who have left our church 
here in Magnolia through death to eternal life. 

 
 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday. November 6   

10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
FUMC church parking lot 
Contact Bonnie Adcox at 234-6583 

 

Jesus would not get involved in the Pharisees’ debate over which commandment was the greatest.  That debate was a waste of time 
and effort and he wasn’t going to get involved.  Instead, he reminded them of the two commandments that summarized all the com-
mandments of the law and the prophets.  As he stated, they are, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind” and, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Neither of these commandments originated with 
Jesus.  Both had their roots in the Old Testament.  The commandment to love God comes from a very important Jewish confession of 
faith called the Shema.  Devout Jews recite the Shema at the beginning of every synagogue service and also daily in their homes.  
Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your might.”  Israel’s 
relationship with God was to be one of love.  This was very different from the relationship that people in neighboring cultures had 
with their gods which were based on fear.  From this point on in Jewish history the command to love God became a central aspect of 
Biblical tradition, shaping much of Judaism and Christianity that have been built on it.  Our love for God needs to involve every part 
of our being – our hearts, souls and might.  We are to have a loving attitude towards God but it should be much more than sentimental 
feelings towards God.  Love for God must involve what we understand to be both left and right brain – both heart and soul, but it is 
more about commitment and action than sentimentality.  It is about giving priority to the demands of God.  Our love for God is close-
ly related to the love that God has for us.  It is a strong reciprocal bond of affection and commitment. 

Jesus’ second commandment, to love our neighbors as ourselves, also originated in the Old Testament, in Leviticus 19:18.  The com-
mand to love our neighbors is very familiar to most of us.  In Luke’s version of this same story the lawyer went on to ask who his 
neighbor was and Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan.  So, who is our neighbor that we are supposed to love?  It’s anyone in 
need, even the people we can’t stand.  The mission work of our churches is a response to the commandment that we love our neigh-
bors, and I know that you have an amazing feeding ministry, through which you live out the command to love your neighbors.  The 
command to love our neighbors as ourselves is pretty familiar to most Christians and seemingly fairly straightforward.  But I learned a 
new aspect of this commandment one time a few years ago when I worked on a Walk to Emmaus retreat weekend.  If you have never 
been on one, I strongly encourage you to consider going.  Talk to Brother Gary if you might be interested.  It’s an amazing once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to deepen your Christian faith and experience the love of God in a profound way. 

During each retreat there is an opportunity for participants to ask the clergy leaders questions.  One of the questions that weekend 
was, “How are we to understand Jesus’ commandment to love your neighbors as yourself if you have times of self-loathing?”  I had 
never thought about that before.  We typically think about people being selfish and focused on themselves, so Jesus’ second com-
mandment encourages us to show that same love and concern we have for ourselves to other people.  But what if people loath them-
selves?  For example, perhaps they have been put down so many times that they have come to believe those who put them down.  
Perhaps they have made decisions they deeply regret.  Perhaps they feel guilty about something they have done and its effect on those 
they love.  For a variety of reasons some people do loathe themselves.  Does Jesus mean that those people who loathe themselves 
should in turn loathe other people?  No!  Absolutely not. 

Each one of us is God’s wonderful creation.  When God created human beings as described in Genesis 1, he declared them “very 
good.”  Psalm 139 tells us that we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  God loved each one of us so much that he sent his son Jesus to 
die for us, and he would have done it even if we were the only person in the world.  That’s how much he loves each of us and he 
wants us to love ourselves just like he loves us.  Jesus went around day after day looking for the good in people, pointing it out to 
them, and asking them to celebrate it.  And, in our scripture this morning, Jesus tells us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.  
Notice that Jesus does not say we are to love our neighbors instead of ourselves.  We are to love our neighbors AND love ourselves.  
It is inarguable: Jesus wants us to love ourselves! 

During this incredibly challenging COVID season, our lives have been so disrupted that people more than ever need to experience the 
love of God through Christians who take the commandments to love our neighbors seriously.  They need to know that however hard 
life is right now, there is hope.  They need to know that that hope is in Jesus Christ who was raised from the dead.  If God has con-
quered death, there is no situation that cannot be turned around by the power of God.  Let’s each ask God what more might we might 
do to help the people around us who are hurting the most right now know and experience the love of God.  This is so much more im-
portant than having theological or political arguments with each other right now.  Let’s demonstrate and affirm love of God and the 
love of our neighbors as we seek out and encourage our neighbors who are struggling the most.  As part of loving our neighbors let’s 
help them see themselves as God sees them, beloved children of God, love themselves and cherish the life God has given them.  Let’s 
be ambassadors of the hope they need to make it through each day at this most challenging time. 

How can best we love neighbors in midst of an election?  The commandments to love God and our neighbors apply to our voting as 
much as every other part of our lives.  On October 6, 1774 Methodist founder John Wesley wrote in his journal, “I met those of our 
society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them: 

To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy 
To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and 
Take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side. 

Wise advice that applies just as well to us over 200 years later.  If we follow these rules, regardless of which candidates we vote for, 
in our conversations, and especially on social media, we will love our neighbors. 

The Pharisees refused to believe that the man Jesus, standing there right in front of them was the long-awaited Messiah.  Instead, they 
tried to trip Jesus up with trick questions, and when that didn’t work, moved ahead with their plans to have him killed.  But we know 
that that didn’t work either.  God raised him from the dead and he continues to intercede for us and to live in us through the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  As Christians, let’s stop getting distracted, and instead, focus on Jesus’ reaffirmation of the Old Testament command-
ments to love God completely, and love our neighbors as ourselves.  God loves us and he intends us to love him, love ourselves and 
love each other with the same love that he loves us.  It’s that simple, that basic.  There is no need to get involved in arguments about 
theology or politics or any other distractions.  May we focus on loving God with everything we have, and loving other people and 
ourselves, to the glory of God.  Amen. 


