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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           October 27, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — Spiritual Presbyopia 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbreviated 
format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole ser-
mon (“Spiritual Presbyopia") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" 
Read Mark 10:46-52. 
 
Presbyopia is a common eyesight problem. Simply put, the older we get, the more likely 
we are to have this condition! Presbyopia is the slow deterioration of close-up focus, and 
it develops when the eye's clear lens loses its elasticity. Elasticity helps us change focus, 
and focus determines whether you can see up close to handle your daily business. If that 
sounds like you, then there is an easy solution at your local optométristes office! 
 
Our text for this morning deals with total blindness, not merely blurry vision. As Mark 
records it, Jesus and His disciples were leaving Jericho, and a fellow by the name of 
Bartimaeus was sitting roadside. As Jesus passed by, Bartimaeus called out for mercy, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” But the crowd lovingly rebuked him by say-
ing, “Be quiet!” (v. 48). But Bartimaeus’ faith told him that Jesus was his only chance at 
sight, so he yelled out even louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Although the 
rest of the crowd were sighted, it turns out that Bartimaeus was the only person that day 
who could truly see who Jesus was. Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries and called out to the 
crowd, “Tell him to come here.” When Bartimaeus heard this wonderful invitation, I can 
envision Him throwing his cloak to the side, which probably held every coin that people 
had tossed into it, and running as fast as he could toward Jesus. When he got to Him, 
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” Bartimaeus simply said, “I 
want to see!” (v. 52). The passage ends with these blessed words, “Go, for your faith 
has healed you. Instantly the man could see, and he followed Jesus down the road.” It is 
a powerful story about Jesus’ love for all people, a miraculous healing, and the power of 
faith. That faith was not just faith for healing but faith that transformed him into a man 
who began to follow Jesus with his newfound sight! 
 
This is a powerful story, but what does this mean for us? To me, the connection is that 
we don't always have the sharpest of spiritual vision, and we need a miraculous touch 
from the Master, so we follow Jesus down life's numerous twists and turns. As I consid-
ered this thought, three questions came to my mind (1) What has become blurry to us? 
— (2) What do we need to focus on? (3) How can Jesus help to sharpen our spiritual 
vision? 
 
This past week, I had an “eye-opening” experience. I wanted to briefly get away from 
town to recover from a mild sense of burnout and a feeling of exhaustion. I thought go-
ing to our small townhouse in Hot Springs Village would serve in a dual function to (1) 
alleviate that feeling and (2) to allow Melissa and I to continue the painfully slow pro-
cess of repairing the damage caused by an indoor flood and to repair the damage caused 
by the “contractor” we hired to restore our tiny home. Long story, short…it was a week 
dotted with numerous frustrations and disappointments! I was wrong on both accounts. 
It became a week of increasing disappointment, frustration, little sleep, and stress. Un-
fortunately, I let that buffet of negative feelings be served up like the buffet spread of 
food at The Golden Corral!  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz                                                             October 31-November 5, 2021 
 

Read together:  “Naomi and Ruth” and “Ruth and Boaz” (pages 110-117 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might 
also read Ruth 1:1-2:17 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
How was Ruth a good friend to Naomi?  What does a friend do or say?  What do you do or say to be a friend?  
How was Boaz a friend to Naomi and Ruth?  In this story, what does God teach us about caring for others? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Why do you think Ruth decided to follow Naomi?  In what ways was Ruth faithful to God?  Where are the 
places you see God at work in this story?  What is important for you to remember about this story?  What will 
you do to show love and kindness? 
 

Family Blessing 
God loves you and wants you to show love and kindness to other people.   
[Family member’s name], God richly blesses your life.  You are a blessing.  

That's not to say it was all bad. We had some great meals at the Texas Road House, some surprisingly good 
pizza from Dominoes, and an outstanding meal that Melissa prepared one night. Early in the week, we even 
met one of our super sweet neighbors, Dalya and Chuck Crabtree, who join us via Facebook Live each week. 
 
So what happened to make what could have been a relaxing week into such an aggravating week?  
 
I let my weariness, disappointment, and sleeplessness get the best of me. The overwhelming sense of what still 
needed to be done at our little house blurred my vision.  My vision was "blurred" as to what we had and the 
people who were there! I would say it was a gentle reminder to focus on the positive, but it felt anything but 
gentle! 
 
So what can we learn from Mark 10:46-52 and my less-than-stellar experience? Sometimes we need to step 
back for a moment and let the light of Christ strengthen our “spiritual eyesight” so we can clearly focus on the 
most important people and things in our lives. Yes, we might clearly see the raw negativity of an event in our 
lives, but if that is our only focus, we can walk away disappointed and sad. 
 
As a side-note: My original focus for this morning’s message was about seeing the darkness in this world and 
stepping out in faith to make a difference. It is still vital, but this experience has reminded me that we need to 
daily strengthen our spiritual vision so when the things of this world begin to overwhelm us, we need to look to 
Jesus for healing our temporarily blurred vision. We do this So that His peace which passes all understanding, 
will embrace us so that we can clearly look around us to see our many blessings and bless others with them! 
The coming of Jesus means light into dark places (John 1:5). Bartimaeus knew it that day and screamed out in 
faith to receive his sight. For the blind man, there was only one way to be healed: apply the light of Christ to 
give him sight. 
 
Jesus asked Bartimaeus, "What do you want me to do for you?" Bartimaeus responded, "My Rabbi, I want to 
see!" Perhaps you may have also let the weariness, disappointment, and woes of this world make you temporar-
ily lose sight of the blessings you truly have in the people and things God has blessed you with! I believe that 
Jesus is asking us the same question He asked Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?” Perhaps we 
should similarly say, “Rabbi, I want to see with Crystal clear spiritual vision!” 
 
As Bartimaeus' plea for sight illustrates, one real obstacle to living happily and victorious is not total blindness 
or blurry vision. Still, it is our frequent unwillingness to ask Jesus to restore our "spiritual sight" so we can see 
and enjoy the blessings we already have in our lives. “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.”  Matthew 7:7 — 
NLT 
 

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                             Pastor Gary   



10/1 Jessica  Easter 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/18 Raymond Cammack 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/18 Nancy Williams 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/19 Marvin Lindsey, Jr. 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/4 Ken Williams 10/23 Micki Lindsey 

10/5 Steve Card 10/24 Sonny Greer 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/27 Whitteni Lindsey 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/29 Loyd Cardell 

10/11 Donna Garrett 10/29 Arely Garcia 

District Charge Conference 
 

Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
FUMC Peace Hall 

Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot 
Thursday, November 25 (Thanksgiving Day) 
8:00 AM (Asbury United Methodist Church) 

 

We will have Race-Day Registration at Asbury United Methodist Church but we encourage everyone to 
register beforehand online at https://raceroster.com/events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-5k-
racewalk You can also Pre Register at Wood and Wood, Ltd. CPAs  Pre-Registration Fees are: 

$20 Adults 
$15 Under 18 Years of Age 

 

Race-Day Registration Fees are: 
Race Day Registration: $25 Adults 

$15 Under 18 Years of Age 
 

Lifetouch Hospice 
Blood Drive 

Thursday, November 4 
11:00—5:00 p.m. 

FUMC Parking Lot 

Sunday, October 31 5:00 –7:00 p.m. 

https://raceroster.com/events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-5k-racewalk
https://raceroster.com/events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-5k-racewalk
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 28 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBERR 31 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  
 Sunday School Study -”If” led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:00 – 7:00 FALL FESTIVAL (FUMC parking lot) 
   5:30 PM NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
      Keep Climbing (Zoom) 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity’s Family Tree (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
 11:00 –5:00 LIFETOUCH  Blood Drive (FUMC Parking lot) 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
October 3       $4,780.00 
 Family (9:00)              14         
 Sun. School (9:15)          28      
 Sanctuary (10:15)           63   
October 10                                                          $4,954.00 
 Family (9:00)                  18 
 Sun. School (9:15)          24 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           65    
October 17          $4,671.00 
 Family (9:00)                  12 
 Sun. School (9:15)          44 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           68 
October 24                                                           $4,645.00 
 Family (9:00)                   16 
 Sun. School (9:15)           32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            72 

“Christianity’s Family Tree ”  
Bible Study 

Wednesday at  6:00 PM in the Parlor 
             

     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight 
Christian denominations and faith traditions, contending that each tra-
dition has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Christian faith. 
     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight 
Christian denominations and faith traditions. Comparing the Christian 
family to our own extended families, he contends that each denomina-
tion has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Christian faith.  
      

CHURCH-WIDE SOCIAL      
Great Family Fun & Fellowship 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
12:00 NOON 

 

LOCATED ON HWY 19 SOUTH  
(5 miles out Hwy 19 South just past Keith Exxon 
on the left side of road.  American Flags flying 

along the fence. Lunch provided! 
Bring chairs and fishing pole 


