
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                      October 26, 2022  

Sunday 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 
Liz Wilson, 
Youth Director; 
 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

 

Fall Fest 
Sunday, October 30    

4:30—6:30 p.m. 
    Parking Lot—Madison & Main Street 

 

Fall Fest helps us invite all to know the love of God,  
share grace, and develop relationships  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Join in the fun, food, fellowship, games and trunk or treat 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Front row: 
Weston Roberson,  

Owen Watson,               
MadilynnWatson,                

Ali Lindsey,                    
Parks Epperson 

 
Second row: 

Emma Watson             
Sloane Waller,                  

Aubrey Roberson 
 

Director's 
Sharon Ard, 

Deborah Nipper and 
Harriet Alexander 



“The Pharisee and the Tax Collector”   
 

Read Luke 18:9-14 

 

This week we’re back in the Book of Luke. In our passage for this morning, Jesus continues His approach to Jerusalem and His cruci-
fixion. As He does so, Jesus teaches and preaches through numerous parables and personal examples. In this particular encounter, 
Jesus teaches by using a parable. The New Living Translation (NLT) refers to this as a story.As a gentle reminder, a parable is an 
earthly story with a heavenly or spiritual meaning. Although that is the more traditional description of a parable, let me share an inter-
esting description from Marjorie Procter-Smith who wrote, “Parables are like fishing lures: they are full of attractive features – 
feathers, bright colors – and they end with a sharp little barb.” As we think about ourselves, the "parabolic barbs" can sometimes 
pierce our otherwise spiritually content selves and make us think more deeply than we might care to! Our parable for this morning 
does just that! Indeed, within each parable, we can find colorful stories, illustrations, and characters that make us think about life and 
ourselves. 

     As the Pharisee entered the Temple to pray, he may have looked around and noticed who he thought was riff-raff and stood by 
himself in a prominent place to be seen by all but to avoid being contaminated by these unseemly fellows and perhaps even insult 
them using his prayer, as if lowering them might additionally exalt himself. When the Pharisee began to pray, we get a glimpse 
into his heart and his relationship with God and his fellow man. I’m uncertain of his motives that day and wonder if he only partly 
went there to pray and partly went there to virtue signal to the other worshippers and to remind God how good he was compared 
to all other folks. My translation of the Pharisee’s prayer, “God, I thank you that I am not like these other low-life people here—
cheaters, sinners, adulterers.—or even like [that lowly] tax collector [back there!].” 

     After blessing those unfortunate souls who came to pray at the same time as this sweet fellow, the Pharisee then reminded God 
how fortunate He was, as the Creator of the Universe, to have such an excellent worshipper. We can see this through his prayer, "I 
fast twice a week, which is way more than the Law requires, and I give a tenth of all I get and not just my harvest and livestock in-
crease. Lord, I have gone over and above what you require! Ain't I swell?" [That’s my translation, in case you didn’t guess!] 
     As the Pharisee continued to be the main cheerleader for his fan club of one, the tax collector was mournfully occupied with his 
sinful state of being. He stood in the back of the Temple because he felt so unworthy. His humility was also expressed by the way he 
would not even lift his eyes toward heaven. By the way, this was a common way to express one’s sinfulness when praying to God. 
(Ezra 9:6) His prayer also began with “God,” but its content was the exact opposite of the Pharisee’s prayer. He pleaded with God to 
be merciful to him. His prayer implied that he was asking for forgiveness for his sins.   
     As the passage ends, Jesus spoke with authority as He said, “I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified be-
fore God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” (v. 14) 
     And so ends the parable and Jesus’ analysis — Do you remember the quote from Marjorie Procter-Smith, that I shared with you as 
we opened? “Parables are like fishing lures: they are full of attractive features – feathers, bright colors – and they end with a sharp 
little barb.” Could there be a barb in there for us as well?  Of course, there is! 
     I have to ask, as you heard the arrogant prayer of the Pharisee, did you silently pray or think, “God, I thank you that I’m not like 
that Pharisee?” Have you ever felt a little bit self-satisfied on a Sunday morning while driving to church, seeing the folks mowing 
their lawns, or just sleeping in? Truth be told, we might all be guilty of that one! Let's think about that for a bit. Maybe, maybe not, 
but let’s think about that for a bit. Have you ever felt a little bit self-satisfied on a Sunday morning while driving to church seeing the 
folks mowing their lawns or just sleeping in? Truth be told, we might all be guilty of that one! 
     I recently read this tongue-in-cheek prayer that someone wrote about this very subject. It goes like this, “O Lord, I thank you that I 
am not like other people: my next-door neighbor who is enjoying a round of golf right now instead of attending worship; my friend in 
the other political party who does not understand your will for our nation; or even that messy-looking [person] sitting two pews over. 
I am here every Sunday morning and Wednesday evening; [I always wear my Sunday best]; I [give my tithes, offerings, and gifts] 
faithfully; [and] I serve on three church committees.” Truth be told, we might not pray anything like that, but we, sure enough, may 
have thought something like it! For some of us, humble prayers only occur when we royally mess up that we express the tax 
collector's humility and cry out for God's mercy as we repent of our sins.  
     It’s a challenging parable, as all of Jesus’ parables are. It makes us cringe to some degree because we can see bits and pieces of 
each character in our own lives. If we’re painfully honest with ourselves, there are probably times when we acted like the self-
righteous Pharisee, but there are also times when we have sinned and have humbly sought out God for His grace and mercy. This 
parable was addressed to those “Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own righteousness and scorned 
everyone else.” I. The Pharisee — The outside of the Pharisee looked good according to the letter of the Law, but his innermost self 
was not too pretty, for it was filled with self-satisfied arrogance, pride, and contempt for others! Love for God and neighbor should 
have exemplified His outward actions and inward life. With the Pharisees, there was no apparent remorse for sin and no repentance 
because his "salvation" was of works. II. The Tax Collector - In contrast, the Tax Collector’s life was an outward  wreck with sin and 
rebellion, and all he could do was cry out, “God, have mercy on me, for I am a sinner!”  
     The forgiveness of sin is not obtained by our works of righteousness, as good as they might be. Salvation is not achieved through 
striving to exceed God's Law but is available by grace through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
     Let me encourage you to humbly come to Him this day, whether from your seat or at these altars, seeking His grace and mercy 
and knowing that forgiveness of sin and salvation is yours as a free gift from the King of kings and the Lord of lords! 
 
You have been blessed to be a blessing, so faithfully take the gifts that God has blessed you with and be a blessing to someone this 
week! 

     Pastor Gary 



 

11/1 Charles Flurry 11/19 Larry Franks 

11/7 Carol Durant 11/21 Judy McGee 

11/8 Larry Kelso 11/23 Kelly Ribble 

11/9 Jennifer Bailey 11/24 Karson Bailey 

11/12 Mabel Card 11/24 Kendall Bailey 

11/12 Kathy Dickson 11/26 Anne Gantt 

11/15 Preston Tye 11/27 Joe Hester 

11/19 Ronnie Burgess 11/29 Rylee Kate Gordan 

  11/30 Christa  Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Come and join the Spring @ 320  
each Wednesday 

 

Weekly Wednesday Schedule 
4:00 PM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP   
  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
5:30 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY  
  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 

SPECIAL DATES 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2022 

• Daylight saving time ends, November 6, 2022 

• Veterans Day, November 11, 2022 

• Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 2022 

• Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2022 

• First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2022 

BE-ATTITUDES 

Be understanding of your enemies. 
Be loyal to your friends. 
Be strong enough to face the world each 
day. 
Be weak enough to know you cannot do 
everything alone. 
Be generous to those who need your help. 
Be frugal with what you need for yourself. 
Be wise enough to know that you do not 
know everything. 
Be open enough to believe in miracles. 
Be willing to share your joys. 
Be eager to share the sorrows of others. 
Be a leader when you see a path others have 
missed. 
Be a follower when you are shrouded by un-
certainty. 
Be the first to congratulate an opponent 
who succeeds. 
Be the last to criticize a colleague who fails. 
Be loving to those who love you. 
Be loving to those who don’t love you; they 
may change. 
Be yourself, above all. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Glen Watson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  4:30 –6:30 PM FALL FESTIVAL 
  5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 31 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   5:30 PM TRUSTEES COMMITTEE MEETING (Averitt) 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   5:30 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
October 3          $5,115.00    
 Sunday School (9:15)  71 
 (includes Wednesday night activities)                  
 Sanctuary (10:15)             82       
October 9                                                          $7,352.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       74 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             92 
October 16       N/A 
 Sunday School (9:15) 70 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            89 
October 23                   $6,556.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 96 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           105 
 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, November 1, 2022 

5:30 PM 

Averitt Hall 


