
 

the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
www.magnoliafumc.org 

         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            October 21, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

John Scott, Youth Director 

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, facebook, and website 
     9:30 PM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person (Peace Hall) & Zoom 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     5:30 PM EPHESIANS  BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later) 

Website and YouTube 
     5:30 PM IN PERSON YOUTH GROUP Grades 7—12th 

(Peace Hall) 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office   
   12:00 noon EPHESIANS BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later)

Website and YouTube 
     6:00 PM YOUTH  Grades 7th—12th (ZOOM) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sunday’s Sanctuary Worship 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM   STEWPOT 
 

The Caring Place Is not providing in-person service at this time 
Chapel Worship is cancelled.   

In person Treehouse (children’s) activities are cancelled. 
      

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.
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A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            worship              Offerings 
   
October 4                         28                     $  6,462.00 
October 11                       20                     $10,350.00 
October 18                       25                     $12,420.00 
 

A Sunday Prayer 

Oct 18, 2020  

Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional 

“A Sunday Prayer” 
 
Lord, 
In the stillness of the morning, I give You 
thanks. In the busyness of the mid-day, I give 
You thanks. In the serenity of the evening, I 
give You thanks. When I experience life’s best 
moments, I give You thanks. When life is most 
painful, I give You thanks. When I move 
through the mundane, I give You thanks. Yes, I 
give You thanks because You are my Salvation. 
You are my Hope. You are my Potter.  But I 
want more. 
So help me sweep aside the clutter in my life so 
I may see You even more clearly. Enable me to 
grow a softer soul to welcome You even more 
deeply. Grow my compassion exponentially so I 
can care for Your people more faithfully. 
I pray this in the strong name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of Cecil 
McConnell in the death of his mother, Blanche 
McConnell. 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap 

 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in 

a very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, 

you can read the whole sermon ("Give to God What is God's") in the Magnolia 

Messenger. Read Matthew 22:15-22.  

 

What do you see when you look at the coins and foldable money in your wallet 

or purse? Have you ever looked carefully at those items? Except for making 

sure you are dispensing the correct amount of money during a purchase, most 

of us don't give it a more in-depth scan than that. But looking closer might re-

veal some interesting things! Let's step back in time for a moment. The first na-

tional coin was minted in 1776, fully authorized by the Continental Congress. 

Benjamin Franklin provided the basic design for this pewter dollar, inscribed 

with the word fugio ” Latin for "I fly." This word was paired with an image of a 

sundial to depict how "time flies." I know time can fly, but Ben Franklin must 

have anticipated how the money would fly away someday ” at Walmart, the gas 

pump, and beyond. According to mental_floss magazine (September-October 

2007), the coin also bears the odd phrase, "Mind your business." It does not 

mean "mind your own business" as that phrase is used today, but rather, "pay 

attention to your affairs." Look at a typical American coin today, and you'll see 

the words E Pluribus Unum, Latin for "From many, one." Sounds like a noble 

sentiment, describing the unity of our 50 diverse states. But the truth is that our 

founding fathers plagiarized these inspiring words from a British book's title 

page, published every year by Gentleman's Magazine. It was an anthology of 

articles, and the slogan meant "From many magazines, one book." There's a lot 

of meaning to be found in money. 

 

The Pharisees were trying to catch Jesus in a trap when they sent their disciples 

to him, along with the followers of King Herod. The disciples of the Pharisees 

tried to bait the trap with some lame flattery, saying, "Teacher, we know that 

you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with the truth, and 

show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiali-

ty" (Matthew 22:16). It didn't work. He was aware of their evil intent and was 

definitely on guard when they said, "Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" (v. 17). The trap had been set, and Jesus was 

going to have to move carefully to avoid springing it. "Why are you putting me 

to the test, you hypocrites?" he asked (v. 18). Jesus knew that they were asking 

about a particular tax, one that could be paid only in Roman coin.  

https://arumc.org/2020/10/a-sunday-prayer-70/
https://arumc.org/category/bishops-daily-devotional/


 

10/1 Jessica Cieynski 10/13 Matthew Doherty 

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/14 Katherine Cardwell 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/18 Raymond Cammack 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/18 Nancy Williams 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/19 Marvin Lindsey 

10/4 Ken Williams 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/5 Steve Card 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/6 Margo Fallin 10/22 McDonald Kinnaird 

10/9 David Alexander 10/23 Miki Lindsey 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/24 H.F. Greer 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/25 DJ Fincher 

10/10 Blakely Paladino 10/29 Loyd Cardell 

10/11 Donna Garrett 10/29 Arely Garcia 

10/12 Tootsie Schmidt   

Brother Gary will continue the Ephesians Bible study 
beginning Sunday, October 4  

 
Join us each Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. or  

Wednesday at 12:00 noon  

Hannah Prays for a Child                                                              October 25-30, 2020 
 
Read together:  “Hannah Prays for a Baby” (pages 118-121 in the Spark Story Bible). 
You might also read 1 Samuel 1:9-27. 
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Hannah knew that God would hear her prayer.  What is in your heart that you want  
to pray about?  What might help you remember to pray every day?   
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Hannah prayed with strong faith that God would hear her prayer.  What does 
it mean to pray with faith?   What is in your heart that you want to pray for as  
faithfully as Hannah prayed?   
 
Family Blessing 
Hannah knew that God would hear her prayer.  God blessed Hannah.  You can  
pray by yourself or with someone else.  God hears your prayer and blesses you. 
(Family member’s name), you are a special creation of God.  You are a blessing.   

FAMILY STYLE WORSHIP SERVICE 
NOVEMBER 1     9:00 A.M -9:30 A.M. 

PEACE HALL 
 
Starting November 1, from 9:00am-9:30am. This family style worship ser-
vice will take place in Peace Hall where families will sit together at tables to 
ensure social distancing. This contemporary type service will allow families 
of all kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church without the fear of 
distracting or disturbing their neigh-
bors while the nursery remains closed. 
This service will be geared towards 
engaging kids! You can expect fun 
interactive songs to sing and dance to 
with your children, a children's ser-
mon, and a sermon from Bro. Gary all 
in 30 minutes! We will also have a 
special treat for our families! We look 
forward to seeing you all back in 
church on November 1 to worship 
together as a church family!  

A lesson in appreciation 
During a church anniversary celebration, a pas-
tor overheard a group discussing various con-
gregational leaders over the years. Her ears 
perked up when an older member said, 
“Whenever someone asks which of our pastors I 
liked best, my answer is always, ‘The one we 
have at any given time is my favorite.’” 
 
What a relief for the pastor to hear — and what 
a great lesson for Pastor Appreciation Month. 
God sends each shepherd to us with a specific 
set of spiritual gifts and then works through 
those gifts to bless us 

The problem is, the coin contains an image and an inscription “Tiberius Caesar, august son of the divine Augustus, high 

priest” one that's considered blasphemous by devout Jews. If Jesus said, "Yes, it's lawful to pay," he would alienate the Jewish 

nation; if he said, “No,” he risked arrest by the Romans. It was a "lose-lose" proposition. But Jesus spotted a way out. He 

asked the disciples of the Pharisees for the coin used for the tax, and they gave him one ” notice that the Pharisees were in pos-

session of the blasphemous coin, not Jesus! "Whose head is this, and whose title?" he asked them. "The emperor's," they an-

swered, wondering what he was getting at. Then, in one quick move, he slipped entirely out of their trap. "Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's" (vv. 19-21). By saying that what is already 

the emperor's should be given to him, Jesus avoided a direct yes or no response ” one that would get him in serious trouble 

with either the Jews or the Romans. But in answering the way he did, he gave an indirect yes. He implied that paying this tax 

was not against Jewish law. But he then went beyond the Pharisees' question and said that what is God's must be given to God. 

Loyalty to God is on a different and much higher level of importance than simple earthly loyalty to the emperor. And the disci-

ples of the Pharisees? They realized that Jesus has escaped. Amazed, they left him and went away (v. 22). 

 

There's certainly a lot of meaning to be found in money. Jesus knows that money is a major factor in shaping our lives, and he 

focuses on it a great deal in his ministry” In fact, his focus on money is second only to the kingdom of God. Take a look at a 

typical American coin, and you won't see the inscription "Tiberius Caesar, august son of the divine Augustus, high priest." In-

stead, you'll see the words "Liberty" and "In God We Trust." The phrase "In God, We Trust" challenges us to rely on our good 

and gracious God and to believe that he will care for us in the future, just as he has cared for us in the past. The word "Liberty" 

reminds us that we are free to be generous in our giving, as faithful stewards of the great abundance that the Lord has given us. 

Our giving is not limited to our finances. Our giving can include the time that God has blessed us with! What if we "tithed" 

10% of our time to God? What difference we could make in this world. Our time "tithes" can include Bible study, prayer, med-

itation, witnessing, inviting people to church, and so on. What a difference we could make if we gave to God what is God's! 

Our lives, our eternal home, and our peace are from God.  

 

In a loving and generous God, we trust God's work in the world with the liberty to support God's work. “Give to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

 

You have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 

Pastor Gary 


