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320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           October 13, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — The Attitude of Joy 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbreviated 
format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole ser-
mon ("The Attitude of Joy") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" 
Read Philippians 4:4-7. 
 
Joy is defined as a feeling of great pleasure and happiness. If that's our working defini-
tion of Joy, it will be very challenging to experience joy in our darkest and most difficult 
times in life. The pleasures of life and happiness can come and go with changing cir-
cumstances. One moment, our health and finances might be doing great, and we are 
soaring on the clouds of pleasure and happiness. The next moment, our worlds can come 
crashing down on us by losing some aspect of our health, finances, or relationships. Dur-
ing such challenging times, it's tough to enjoy even our previously loved earthly pleas-
ures and happiness! 
 
Biblical joy is rooted and found within God Himself, but we can have joy in each other 
too. For Paul, the source of a great deal of his internal joy came from external sources 
because Paul spent many years of his Christian life being persecuted and imprisoned. As 
a matter of fact, this letter to the Philippians was written from a miserable prison cell in 
Rome. A prison cell devoid of lights, fresh air, proper sanitation, and earthly hope!   
 
James Moore, in his book, Attitude is Your Paintbrush, lists three pieces of evidence of 
Joy in this chapter: 
 
I. THE BIBLE IS A RADIANTLY JOYFUL BOOK —  I agree with Moore up to a 
point. Yes, the Bible is ultimately a radiantly joyful book, but it also records many hu-
man failures, sins, and the mean-spiritedness of numerous rulers, religious leaders, and 
everyday folks. And despite Paul's incarceration, floggings, shipwrecks, and beatings, 
Paul could see and experience the joy of the Lord, His hope of glory, and he could even 
experience joy his co-laborers in Christ Jesus. 
 
So, where can we find joy in the Bible? There are too many passages to mention but in 
Nehemiah. 8:10, we read, "Don't be dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength!" 
 
II. JESUS WAS A JOYFUL PERSON — Jesus was one seriously joyful person. I 
know we often think of Jesus performing miracles, teaching, or preaching, but there 
were other times when He was going "facing off" with the religious leaders of His day. 
Despite those conflicts on His way on Calvary, Jesus was joyful throughout the bulk of 
this ministry! Not sure bout that? Let's do a little investigating and see if that thought 
holds any water. If Jesus had been one of those sourpuss kinds of individuals like some 
of the Pharisees, Sadducees, or perhaps some of our beloved brothers and sister in the 
Lord, children would not have come to Him! — If Jesus had been a sad and joyless indi-
vidual, the crowds may not have flocked to him in such great numbers. No, Jesus was 
not some first-century party-pooper, but a person who brightened the room upon His 
arrival! Jesus' life was characterized by joy and confidence and so much so that people 
flocked towards him because they wanted what he had. 

 
 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Adam and Eve                                                                                            October 17-23, 2021 
 

Read together:  “Adam and Eve” (pages 8-13 in the Spark Story Bible).  
You might also read Genesis 2:4-25 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
What are some things you have seen (or would expect to see) in a beautiful garden?   
Tell about a time when you helped take care of God’s creation.  What is something your family might 
do to show love for the world God created? 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
What does it mean to take care of something?  What do you think it means to take care of God’s crea-
tion?  What are you already doing to care for creation?  What ideas do you have for working with oth-
er people to take care of God’s world? 
Family Blessing 
Thank God for creating this world and inviting us to help him care for it.   
[Family member’s name], you are part of God’s creation, a beloved child of God.  You are a blessing to 
the world.  

II. CHRISTIANITY IS A JOYFUL FAITH! 
 
Even when Jesus left this world, we still see the examples lived out through his disciples, such as Paul. Even 
when Paul was in prison, he was able to say, "Rejoice in the Lord, and again, I say Rejoice!" Others throughout 
history have shown forth that same example. We see "joy" in the great Austrian composer Franz Joseph Haydn. 
A friend once asked him why his church music was so full of gladness, and Haydn replied, "I cannot make it 
otherwise. I write according to the thoughts I feel; when I think upon my God, my heart is so full of joy that the 
notes dance and leap from my pen; and since God has given me a cheerful heart, I can do no other than serve 
Him with a cheerful spirit." 
 
Joy is not some shallow, bubbly feeling, but it is a deep mood of inner serenity and inner joy peace, which goes 
beyond understanding. So what was Paul's advice as to how to have this attitude of joy? Take a moment, and 
we'll reread our opening verses, but we'll add a few extra verses this time. In my reading, the spots I underlined 
were areas of intentional spiritual activities to walk in the Joy of the LORD!  
 
Philippians 4:1; 4-10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let 
everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't worry about 
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then 
you will experience God's peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts 
and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts 
on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are ex-
cellent and worthy of praise. 9 Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you 
heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Living with this attitude of Joy is having this unshakable awareness that we as believers possess good from 
God. Joy is a decision to live a life of faith and trust, and joy is a part of God's Kingdom, and knowing that we 
belong to His kingdom should bring us joy. 
 
And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary   



10/1 Jessica  Easter 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/18 Raymond Cammack 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/18 Nancy Williams 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/19 Marvin Lindsey, Jr. 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/4 Ken Williams 10/23 Micki Lindsey 

10/5 Steve Card 10/24 Sonny Greer 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/27 Whitteni Lindsey 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/29 Loyd Cardell 

10/11 Donna Garrett 10/29 Arely Garcia 

District Charge Conference 
This fall, each district of the Arkansas An-
nual Conference will be holding virtual 
District-Wide Charge Conferences. It's part 
of a new strategy from the District Superin-
tendents to bring people together for com-
munal ministry celebrations, as well as vis-
iting local church pastors to have more one
-on-one conversations about local commu-
nity needs and plans for ministry.  
The District-Wide Charge Conferences for 
the Southwest District will be held  

 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 14 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBERR 17 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM WHISPER (Zoom)   
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00—7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity’s Family Tree (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
         

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
October 3       $4,780.00 
 Family (9:00)              14         
 Sun. School (9:15)         28      
 Sanctuary (10:15)          63   
October 10                                                          $4,954.00 
 Family (9:00)                 18 
 Sun. School (9:15)          24 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           65    
 

WHISPER BIBLE STUDY 
SUNDAY, 5:30 p.m.       

                    Zoom 
In this 4-session series, Mark Batterson teaches 
what it means for Christians to discern the voice of 
God in their lives. He will introduce the seven love 
languages of God—each of them unique and entire-
ly divine. By learning to tune in and decipher each 
language, Mark equips believers to hear God’s 
guidance and grow closer to Him.  

“Christianity’s Family Tree ”  
Bible Study 

Wednesday at  6:00 PM in the Parlor 
             

     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision 
of eight Christian denominations and faith traditions, con-
tending that each tradition has a unique, valuable perspec-
tive to offer on the Christian faith. 
     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vi-
sion of eight Christian denominations and faith traditions. 
Comparing the Christian family to our own extended fam-
ilies, he contends that each denomination has a unique, 
valuable perspective to offer on the Christian faith.  
     The traditions he examines are Orthodoxy, Catholi-
cism, Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Bap-
tists, Pentecostalism, and Methodism. For each group, 
Hamilton gives a brief history, outlines major beliefs, and 
describes some things we can learn from that tradition to 
strengthen our own Christian faith.  


