
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                      October 12, 2022  

Sunday 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 
Liz Wilson, 
Youth Director; 
 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

 



“Why Church? Reason Four: Mentors!”   

Read 2 Timothy 1:1-14  

     One day, two old church friends cross paths in a coffee shop to catch up. “How’s Second Denominational Church these days?” asks 
one. The other responds, “Oh, we don’t attend there anymore. We didn’t like the _________________.” We’ve heard that conversation, 
haven’t we? That blank can be long enough to catch a garbage can full of grumblings. Things like, “The worship was too contemporary.” 
“The worship was too traditional.” “We didn’t connect with our small group.” “The student ministry didn’t do enough events for the 
kids.” “They were always asking for our money.” And so on, ad infinitum, ad nauseum! (Ad nauseam refers to something repeated to the 
point of being annoying (or figuratively inducing nausea)! But the really tough fill-in-the-blank is when the reason for not coming to 
church is us!  
     This morning's message offers a fourth reason why we go to church: Spiritual mentors who we desire, or at least hopefully, encourage 
spiritual growth in our lives and church! I’ll focus initially on the mentorship of the pastor. So what is the role of the pastor, leadership, 
Bible teachers, and mentors in the church? It’s a fair question, so let’s consider it for a moment or two. Or even three! Lol. In Paragraph 
340 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline, we read, “The responsibilities of elders are derived from the authority given in ordina-
tion. Elders have a fourfold ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service and thus serve in the local church and in extension minis-
tries in witness and service of Christ's love and justice. Elders are authorized to preach and teach the Word, to provide pastoral care and 
counsel, to administer the sacraments, and to order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry as pastors, superintendents, 
and bishops.”   
     There are a variety of subheadings under the headings Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. I won’t list them out but let me tell you 
some things that are not explicitly described, connect them with our passage, and then relate them with the expected response of the body 
of believers in every church.  
     Paul was a leader and a shepherd who talked the talk and walked the walk. Paul encouraged Timothy to be a good leader. In doing so, 
Paul is also offering us several insights concerning the nature of effective leadership within the church, the paid and the unpaid leader-
ship.  
Connected to the people — In verses 3 and 4, Paul was praying for Timothy. There is a longing to see him, and how the relationship he 

developed with Timothy has deeply impacted them both. But as he did, you can sense the love in his remembrance of their shared 
times together. Question time: Were Paul’s love and emotions things to be avoided like the plague or lived out in our lives?  Hold that 
thought! At one point it was en vogue for guys, young and old, to be the strong, stoic type who let nothing bother them because that 
was characteristic of being a real man. The nearly emotionless and usually compassionless guys were the epitome of being a guy. 
They were and are the most likely to undergo a nervous breakdown from no outlet for their pent-up emotions. What a tragedy for our 
young men. Our young ladies have their own set of teaching that can cause a unique set of problems as well. It was considered a sign 
of weakness to show emotions even when your heart was breaking. To use a popular expression, virtue signaling, the more stoic you 
could appear then, the "more manly" and "in charge" you supposedly were. I know how my world was in growing up, but I wonder 
what has happened to the men and women of today, many of whom show little evident compassion for others. Forget the world for a 
moment. What has happened to the church as a place of love, grace, and mercy? If we can't show each other love, grace, and mercy, 
then our witness is pretty pathetic! God help us if this is how we think we should be as real men, real women, and real children of 
faith! Did Jesus ever cry? Yes, there aren’t many recorded incidences, but here are two that stand out to me. (1) At the news that Laz-
arus had died, we read His response in the shortest verse in the Bible, “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) Jesus wept over Jerusalem, for they 
had missed their time of visitation. Do you get the idea? Being an authentic leader means loving others as Christ loved us, with 
compassion, care, and the full spectrum of our emotions! 

Inspiring life change — What's more likely to produce growth in most people, information from a pastor or inspiration? Most of us 
would look back and say inspiration trumped information in encouraging our spiritual growth. But we still need them both That's 
what Paul is demonstrating here. Sure enough, he's instructing Timothy — but he's calling to his heart. He's also hoping to reignite his 
soul.  You might ask, “How do we reignite our souls?” Great question, but do you really want to know? Okay, here goes…It comes 
through regular times of being together for worship, but it doesn’t stop there. It goes on to other corporate times of spiritual growth 
through Bible studies, Sunday school classes, sharing your faith groups, social events within the church, personal study, reflection on 
the Scriptures, and devotional reading. When we don't partake in these activities, we can become spiritually dull, listless, and less 
than stellar witnesses for Christ. There are plenty of avenues to be inspired, but if you don't take advantage of them, our church and 
the kingdom were deprived of the witness you should be! If you're dead, dry, and dull, be honest and get out of your comfort zone 
and follow Paul's advice in verse 6, where he told Timothy, "to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you….” 

 Equip God’s People for the work of Ministry — Ephesians 4:11-12 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility [the pastor’s job description] is to equip God’s peo-
ple to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. (NLT) Spiritual leadership means offering people the tools to succeed 
as Christians. To quote theologian Dale Ralph Davis, “The role of a preacher: afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.” The 
problem today is that the “afflicted" are often afraid to admit their pains, hurts, and flaws, while the “comfortable” feel so superior to 
others by their “personal privilege” that they refuse to be afflicted! Nonetheless, the preacher, teacher, and mentors still do their jobs 
faithfully! 

 So how should the people of God respond? In 1 Corinthians 11:1 Paul says, “Follow me as I follow Christ,” He isn’t just teaching 
about the Christian life; he models it to the best of his ability. Paul put his hands and feet where his words have gone. Puts flesh on it. 
But there is personal accept of stirring up your soul. In verse 6, Paul wrote, “This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual 
gift God gave you.…” Who should fan it?  In this case, Timothy.  In our case, it’s us! We’re all a product of our worldly teaching and 
a smattering of Christian teaching.  We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ Jesus. We have also received the Great Commis-
sion to make disciples of Jesus. Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and 
on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” 

Why Church?  The church is our place to be built up in the faith, to learn to love God with the totality of your being and to love your 
neighbor as you love yourself. Thus becoming the witnesses God has commanded us all to be! 
You have been blessed to be a blessing, so faithfully take the gifts that God has blessed you with and be a blessing to someone this week! 
      



 

    

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/19 Marvin Lindsey, Jr. 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/23 Micki Lindsey 

10/5 Steve Card 10/24 Sonny Greer 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/27 Whitteni Lindsey 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/29 Arely Garcia 

10/11 Donna Garrett   

October is Pastor Appreciation Month  
 
With the second Sunday designated as Pastor Apprecia-
tion Day. It is time to say “thank you” to the people 
who may be most visible as preachers and teachers, but 
who, in reality, are on-call 24/7 standing with congre-
gants and others to offer spiritual and support.  

 

Youth ACCYM Refuge                     
Weekend Retreat 

 

There is a wonderful opportunity to support our 
youth in an upcoming ACCYM Refuge weekend 
retreat. This is a weekend retreat for youth grades 
6 through 10 happening on November 11-13, 
2022. We are anticipating a group of between 6 
and 12 students attending. We would love to help 
our youth attend this function, but we also need 
help with funding them to attend this great 
weekend.  If you can help us fund our youth, we 
and they would greatly appreciate it!  Please feel 
free to contact our new youth director, Liz Wil-
son, Shelly Burgess, Amanda Franks, Tracie, 
Nipper, or me!  

 

I will share more information about this soon. 

 

How Much Does Refuge Cost? 

$165 from September 6 until Oct. 10 

$185 from October 11 until October 17 

Registration closes October 17 or earlier if we 
reach capacity. 

"Refuge is an opportunity for Jr. High/Middle 
School youth to be introduced to the connectional 
events of the Arkansas Conference Council on 
Youth Ministries of the United Methodist Church. 
They enjoy a weekend in the beautiful outdoors, 
focusing on Christ, developing friendships, and 
having fun while getting away from the business 
of life. This event will be held at Shepherd of the 
Ozarks, a great setting filled with large, comforta-
ble log cabins surrounded by bluffs and a creek." 

 YOUTH NEWS UPDATE 
 
The Spring Youth 
Wednesday, October 19: Grades 6-12, 4 pm-5:30 pm 
Fellowship time, 5:30 pm-6:30 pm Worship and Bible 
Study. 
 
5th Quarter Silent Disco  
Friday, October 21 from 10 pm-12 am:  
FUMC Basement for Grades 9-12.  
Food, fellowship, singing, and dancing!                                                                   
 

Contact Liz Wilson, Youth Director to RSVP,          
234-4530 or 903-601-1271 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Glen Watson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
  12:00 NOON CIRCLE 1  MEETING (EL COMPADRE REST.) 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   4:00 PM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
October 3          $5,115.00    
 Sunday School (9:15)  71 
 (includes Wednesday night activities)                  
 Sanctuary (10:15)             82       
October 9                                                          $7,352.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       74 
 (includes Wednesday night Activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             92 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful memorial 
service.  Raymond loved his church and would 
certainly be proud of this honor. 
Thanks to all who helped make it 
so special. 
 
Much love, 
Sharon Cammack 

Jeremy Carter is in a skilled nursing facility in 
Richardson, Texas receiving rehab from his recent 
surgery.  If you would like to send a card, please 
mail to: 

Remington Transitional Care 
ATTN: Jeremy Carter, Room 310 

1350 East Lookout Drive 
Richardson, Texas 75082 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 
4:30—6:30 

 
Join in the fun, food, fellowship, games  

and trunk or treat 

Candy donations can be dropped off in Shelly’s office. 


