
 

the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
www.magnoliafumc.org 

         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            October 7, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

John Scott, Youth Director 

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, facebook, and website 
     9:30 PM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person (Peace Hall) & Zoom 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     2:00 PM FUMC CHARGE CONFERENCE (PEACE) 
     5:30 PM EPHESIANS  BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later) 

Website and YouTube 
     5:30 PM IN PERSON YOUTH GROUP Grades 7—12th 

(Peace Hall) 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office   
   12:00 noon EPHESIANS BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later)

Website and YouTube 
     6:00 PM YOUTH  Grades 7th—12th (ZOOM) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sunday’s Sanctuary Worship 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM   STEWPOT 
 

The Caring Place Is not providing in-person service at this time 
Chapel Worship is cancelled.   

In person Treehouse (children’s) activities are cancelled. 
      

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.
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A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            worship                 Offerings 
  October 4                          28                     $6,462.00 

 

FUMC Charge Conference 
Sunday, October 11 

2:00 p.m.  
Peace Hall 

 

Numb 

Oct 3, 2020 | Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devo-
tional 

Think about all that is transpired during 
2020 – the Coronavirus pandemic, police 
killings of black men and women that have 
unlocked our collective conscience about 
the ongoing sin of racism, deep polarization 
in our nation, and the growing sense that life 
is somehow tumbling chaotically out of con-
trol. It’s frightening. It’s exhausting. But per-
haps most of all, it’s numbing. You shut 
down emotionally because it’s simply too 
overwhelming. There’s something wrong 
with you if you are experiencing this. In fact, 
it’s perfectly appropriate. And it’s exactly 
why you need to cling to the words of the 
psalmist that are not only comforting, but 
true, 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before 
me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over. (Psalm 23, KJV) 

“Bad Landlord or Bad Tenants?”  
 

[This is the very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is miss-

ing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and 

more!] Read Matthew 21:33-46! 

 

I suspect that most of you have either experienced or heard about those uncar-

ing folks known as "Slum Lords." They are the landlords who leave their over-

priced properties in such a state of disrepair that even basic safety and cleanli-

ness standards are ignored. I've never lived in the property of a slum lord, but I 

have had a bad landlord or two over the years. Such landlord/tenant problems 

are nothing new. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers a parable about a terri-

ble relationship between a landlord and his tenants. However, in Jesus' story, 

it's not the landlord who abuses his power and fails to care for those living on 

his land. No, it's the tenants who take advantage of the landowner's trust and 

generosity. The message of this parable is abundantly clear! God is like a land-

lord who leased his vineyard, i.e., his Kingdom, to Israel as laborers. The time 

had come for God to demand fruit from his workers. He wanted to see faithful 

actions, repentance of sins, and trust in his messengers. He wanted his vine-

yard to produce fruit that would leave the boundaries of the kingdom walls and 

fill the entire world with the goodness of what he grows. But rather than pro-

duce a hearty crop for the owner, the vineyard's residents had been found sit-

ting on their hands with nothing to show! As if that weren't bad enough, they 

had ignored his warnings of an eviction and murdered every agent (prophet) 

that God had sent to represent his interests. I can almost imagine Jesus saying 

to these religious leaders, "Times up guys! 'the Kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a nation that will produce the proper fruit.'" Matthew 

21:43 God was, and is, no slumlord. Israel, however, was an unfaithful, unfruit-

ful tenant. The time of eviction had come. The time for new faith-filled, Jesus-

following tenants had arrived. Not too long after saying all of this, Jesus would 

be arrested. 

 

 

https://arumc.org/2020/10/numb/
https://arumc.org/category/bishops-daily-devotional/
https://arumc.org/category/bishops-daily-devotional/


 

Treehouse Family Sunday School at Home Story guide  
  

God Protects Baby Moses                                                          October 11-19, 2020 
 
Read together:  “Baby Moses” (pages 66-71 in the Spark Story Bible). 
You might also read Exodus 2:1-10. 
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
God protected baby Moses and God planned for people to protect you and keep  
you safe.  Who are some people who protect you and help keep you safe? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
God protected Moses.  How does God protect you?  How does it feel to be protected?  When have 
you felt God’s protection? 
 
Family Blessing 
God protects Moses.  God protects you and loves you every hour of every day.   
Close your eyes for a moment and feel God’s love and protection wrap around you. 
(Family member’s name), God created you, loves you, and protects you.  You are a blessing.   

10/1 Jessica Cieynski 10/13 Matthew Doherty 

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/14 Katherine Cardwell 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/18 Raymond Cammack 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/18 Nancy Williams 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/19 Marvin Lindsey 

10/4 Ken Williams 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/5 Steve Card 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/6 Margo Fallin 10/22 McDonald Kinnaird 

10/9 David Alexander 10/23 Miki Lindsey 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/24 H.F. Greer 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/25 DJ Fincher 

10/10 Blakely Paladino 10/29 Loyd Cardell 

10/11 Donna Garrett 10/29 Arely Garcia 

10/12 Tootsie Schmidt   

Brother Gary will continue the Ephesians Bible study 
beginning Sunday, October 4  

 
Join us each Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. or  

Wednesday at 12:00 noon  

Celebrate 
 

Tootsie Schmidt’s Birthday  
October 12 

 

cards may be sent to  
Tootsie Schmidt 
c/o Phil Schmidt 

6834 Cantrell Road 
Little Rock, Ar.  72207 

The religious leaders and the people of Israel were the fortunate tenants who had been blessed richly and had a 
responsibility to be fruitful, so we too have been blessed. Likewise, we should do something with what we have 
been blessed with. So what have we been blessed with? In addition to being blessed with many good people, we 
have been blessed with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have also been blessed with many personal and worldly 
goods. Both of these come from God, and both are to be used in service to God. Let's take a closer look at each 
of these blessings. (1) The Gospel message informs us that God desires a reconciled relationship with us despite 
humankind's universal rebellion against God's authority. God has pursued us through the sending of his Son and 
made reconciliation possible through Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross. Because of His sacrifice on Calvary, the 
entire world is now welcome to enter the vineyard by grace through faith and labor under God's love. (2) We 
have been blessed with many Worldly Goods. We must also recognize that everything we own is on loan to us 
from God. What things might they be? How about our clothes, the dollars in our wallets, and even the temporary 
ceilings above our heads. They all belong to God. But as you should have noticed in the parable, it takes more 
than merely acknowledging how blessed you are to be considered faithful. The religious leaders in Jesus' parable 
understood all that, but they did nothing with it! However, a good tenant (a good steward) does something with 
the Gospel and their goods. A good steward produces a crop and makes sure that what comes forth from his or 
her life brings a blessing to the world. 
 

I. Let me ask you some uncomfortable questions about your stewardship with the Gospel: (1) When was the last 
time you invited someone to church with you? (2) Have you gotten to the place where you can pray for someone 
or serve here in the ministry? (3) Is there growth in the knowledge of your faith? 4.) If called upon, could you even 
begin to defend your faith? II. Let me ask you some questions about your worldly goods. (1) Is there anyone who 
could tell a story of being blessed by your generous sharing of goods at a time when their own vineyard felt emp-
ty and bare? (2) When was the last time some of your stuff” correction, God's property” blessed anyone other 
than you and yours? (3) Are we producing a crop? Let's be honest. What do we have to show for the vineyard 
we're in? We have been entrusted with much. We are the new inhabitants of God's incredible vineyard. We need 
to be fruitful in our daily lives. It's time to be good stewards (tenants). No, God won't take our place in the King-
dom away from us, but God still expects us much. We've been given the Gospel of peace! We've been entrusted 
with material possessions. So, whether we live in a small house or a 5,000 square-foot air-conditioned mansion, 
let's use whatever we've got so that we can bear some delicious fruit in the Kingdom of God.  
 

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                    Pastor Gary 


