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KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
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Mark 10:2-16 

The Long and the Short of Hard Words 

Quiz time. Today's question: What is the longest word in the English language? 

If you're one of those Trivial Pursuit wizard types, you'll likely come up with the word that's 
been the gold standard of long words: Antidisestablishmentarianism. At 28 letters, that's a 
mouthful, and while many might know the word, fewer will know its definition as "the belief 
that opposes removing the tie between church and state." It's not exactly a word used in everyday 
conversation, but it's in the dictionary and would make a killer point-getter in Scrabble.  

But is that really the longest word? Not exactly. People who spend time poring over such 
things point out that there are chemical names that are a lot longer than that, including names of 
proteins that have more than a thousand letters (try that in your spell-check) and place names like 
the 85-letter name of a hill (try fitting that on your GPS!). Most word nerds, however, tend to 
only count words that show up in a major dictionary as candidates for the longest words. 

If you throw out technical and coined terms, there's one word that still stands as the longest 
in the dictionary: Floccinaucinihilipilification (flok-suh-naw-suh-neye-hil-uh-pil-uh-fi-kay-
shuhn), which means "an estimation of something as worthless." It's 29 letters, one more than the 
usually assumed champ – antidisestablishmentarianism. Point is that when it comes to big words, 
English has more than its fair share and most of them have to do with disease or opposition to 
something. Those large words would seem to conceal the meaning within by dazzling the hearer 
with their apparent erudition. Saying to someone, "You are a fine example of floccinaucinihilipi-
lification" sounds a lot better, for example, than saying, "Dude, you're a slug." It's all in the de-
livery.  

A local case invites a trick question 

We humans are often guilty of failing to say what we mean, thus big words allow us to actu-
ally say very little while speaking a lot. If that's true, however, then so is the converse idea – that, 
sometimes, small words allow us to say a lot while speaking very little. Big words may sound 
impressive because they are hard to pronounce, but often it's the small words that are the hardest 
to say.  

In this week's text, Jesus is addressing some hard words about relationships. While the text 
is ostensibly about divorce and the relationship between husband and wife, it's also about a shift 
in the language of relationships from the language of law to the language of love.  

The text begins with geography: "the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan" (10:1). Why 
would he do that, boys and girls? Listen carefully. Context is everything. This was the region 
where Mark tells us at the beginning of his gospel that John the Baptist had operated during his 
ministry (1:5), and John's ministry echoes through this passage. In Mark 6:14-29, we read the 
story of how John the Baptist had died at the hands of King Herod Antipas. John was beheaded 
because he challenged the king's divorce and his remarriage to his brother Philip's wife Herodias.  

Think of it as a kind of first-century soap opera: The king ditches his lawful wife, and Hero-
dias divorces Philip so that the two can be together. While this was legal according to Roman 
law, Jewish law was quite different, and John the Baptist called the king on it, saying, "It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother's wife" (6:18). Herodias wanted John dead for calling atten-
tion to the sordid relationship and had to trick Herod into having the prophet beheaded. John 
makes a legal argument and the king's new wife comes up with a "legal" solution to bump him 
off; the king's oath being legally and socially binding and all that.  

 



  

RAINBOW
pardon and his promises. It also symbolizes his 
reconciliation to faithful Christians. After the 
Flood, God placed a rainbow in the sky as a sym-
bol of his promise to never destroy the earth that 
way again (Genesis 9:12
represent the throne of Christ, as well as his glory 
and final judgment. 

Back to the beginning                                   
 It's interesting, then, that when the Pharisees want to "test" Jesus, they do it with the vocabulary of the law 
court (10:2). "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" They're hoping that Jesus' answer will allow them to bring 
him up on charges of treason against the king where the use of big words and legal arguments could get him con-
victed and executed like John.                                
 At first, Jesus sounds like a lawyer, answering the question with a question: "What did Moses command 
you?" (v. 3). Jesus knew the law as well as any of them did and he already knew the answer. Yes, it was technically 
legal in Jewish law for a man to divorce his wife by simply writing her a certificate of dismissal. Do the paperwork 
and it was done (v. 4).                               But 
Jesus then shifts the nature of the language from the legalese of the court to the language of the Scriptures. Rather 
than the legal bonds his questioners are concerned about, Jesus is only concerned about the bond of love. Forget the 
law of Moses in this case, says Jesus, and look at what God intended from the beginning (vv. 5-6).  Going 
back to Genesis, Jesus outlines the intent of marriage in the first place: the leaving and cleaving of a man and his 
wife. What were once two separate people now become "one flesh" – one person joined together by God who de-
signed them to fit together emotionally, physically and spiritually (vv. 7-9). As God's own nature is three-in-one, so 
too is the nature of human relationships: husband and wife and, later, children all becoming one family and one 
flesh, reflecting the image of God they were created to be from the beginning. The legal language of divorce is all 
about separation. The language of love is always about bonding.            We live in a 
world that has taught us a kind of "no-fault" language when it comes to relationships. We have "no-fault" divorces 
that make it possible for people to separate without taking responsibility for their actions. We have "no-fault" insur-
ance that makes it possible for people to act recklessly with fewer consequences. We've handed over disputes be-
tween neighbors to litigation because it's easier to sue in court than speak over the back fence. We've even taken a 
no-fault approach to God by sometimes abandoning prayers of confession. We've become comfortable with being 
separate, but the will of God is all about togetherness.  

The right vocabulary                             
 Jesus seems to understand divorce as a failure to use the right vocabulary. And what is that vocabulary? 
Well, rather than a bunch of words that are longer than your arm, this vocabulary uses short words that carry a lot of 
meaning. Words like:  

I am sorry (three words, 8 letters).  
Please forgive me (three words, 15 letters). 
I love you (three words, 8 letters). 
 Or, like the guy who'd just had this huge fight and breakup scene with his girlfriend. Then he sends her a 

text: I want to come back. She texts: I need 3 words, 8 letters. He texts back: I got food. She writes: Get over here 
now!  

 These sometimes aren't any easier to say than floccinaucinihilipilification (flok-suh-naw-suh-neye-hil-uh-
pil-uh-fi-kay-shuhn), but they mean so much more. When our relationships become strained, Jesus calls us not to 
turn to the legal dictionary but toward each other.                             
 It's pretty clear from this text that Jesus is really anti-divorce. To his disciples in private, Jesus gets serious 
about the kind of cavalier attitude that people take when they ditch one spouse for another (vv. 10-12). He under-
stood that the kind of selfish individualism that characterized Herod's court is all too common in human relation-
ships. Arguments over money and marital infidelity are the top two causes of divorce in the United States – both of 
which are about gratifying self. With a divorce rate hovering around 50 percent, we are a culture becoming increas-
ingly characterized by broken relationships, and often it's the children of broken homes who suffer the most. 
                                               
 It's interesting that Mark follows up Jesus' teaching on divorce with a scene of Jesus with children (vv. 13-
16). They are the ones to whom the kingdom belongs. Jesus blesses them and calls us to bless them, too. A good 
marriage does just that.  

"But I am already divorced."                               
 All of this is not to say that there aren't times when separation is necessary. Jesus is not implying here that 
divorce is forbidden under every circumstance. What he does say, however, is that we need to sharpen our vocabu-
lary to use every word and every opportunity we can to bring reconciliation to our relationships with a spouse, with 
children, with parents and, most importantly, with God. That's how we were designed by God to be: one flesh, to-
gether.                 
 Moreover, I’m not addressing past mistakes, but speaking to present and future relationships and possibili-
ties.                    
 So, what words would you use to characterize your relationships? What words do you need to add to your 
vocabulary to strengthen the bond you have between each other, between you and your children and between you 
and God?                                 
 We were designed for each other, and that's the good word!                              Rev. Larry Kelso 
Sources: 
Brown, Justin. "Know it all: What's the longest word in the English language?" Primer Magazine website. pri-

mermagazine.com. Viewed March 27, 2012.  
McCloud, Linda M. "Top reasons people divorce." Yahoo Voices website, June 1, 2006. http://voices.yahoo.com/

top-reasons-people-divorce-41260.html. Viewed March 29, 2012. 



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

Rebekah and Isaac                                                                             
October 10-16, 2021 

Read together:  “Rebekah and Isaac” (pages 38-41 
in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might also read Genesis 24 in your Bible or 
at biblegateway.com. 
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
What did Rebekah do to make Abraham’s servant 
feel welcome?  What are some things you do at 
home and at school to be friendly and help others 
feel welcome?   
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Why do you think Rebekah offered to give water 
to the camels?  When have you jumped in to help 
someone in need?  Why did you decide to help?   
 

Family Blessing 
If we look, we will find many opportunities to 
help others.   
[Family member’s name], when you serve others, 
you are serving God.  You are a blessing.  

10/1 Jessica  Easter 10/15 Judy Davis 

10/1 Claire Peterson 10/18 Raymond Cammack 

10/2 Scott Nipper 10/18 Nancy Williams 

10/3 Taylor Epperson 10/19 Marvin Lindsey, Jr. 

10/3 Valerie Sanders 10/19 Millie Ross 

10/4 Jeannie Franks 10/20 Kathryn Hayes 

10/4 Ken Williams 10/23 Micki Lindsey 

10/5 Steve Card 10/24 Sonny Greer 

10/9 Betty Miller 10/25 Sharon Cammack 

10/10 Susan Alexander 10/27 Whitteni Lindsey 

10/10 Jazmine Goza 10/29 Loyd Cardell 

10/11 Donna Garrett 10/29 Arely Garcia 

RAINBOW     The Rainbow represents God’s 
pardon and his promises. It also symbolizes his 
reconciliation to faithful Christians. After the 
Flood, God placed a rainbow in the sky as a sym-
bol of his promise to never destroy the earth that 
way again (Genesis 9:12-16). A rainbow can also 
represent the throne of Christ, as well as his glory 
and final judgment.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 7 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBERR 10 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM WHISPER (Zoom)   
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   5:30 PM FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity’s Family Tree (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
October 3       $4,780.00 
 Family (9:00)              14         
 Sun. School (9:15)         28      
 Sanctuary (10:15)          63   
 

WHISPER BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY, 5:30 p.m.       

 Zoom 

In this 4-session series, Mark Batter-
son teaches what it means for Chris-
tians to discern the voice of God in 
their lives. He will introduce the sev-
en love languages of God—each of 
them unique and entirely divine. By 
learning to tune in and decipher each 
language, Mark equips believers to 
hear God’s guidance and grow closer 
to Him.  

“Christianity’s Family Tree ” Bible Study 
Wednesday at  6:00 PM in the Parlor 

             

     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight 
Christian denominations and faith traditions, contending that each 
tradition has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Christian 
faith. 
     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight 
Christian denominations and faith traditions. Comparing the Chris-
tian family to our own extended families, he contends that each de-
nomination has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Chris-
tian faith.  
     The traditions he examines are Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Lutheran-
ism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, Pentecostalism, and 
Methodism. For each group, Hamilton gives a brief history, outlines 
major beliefs, and describes some things we can learn from that tradi-
tion to strengthen our own Christian faith.  

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY 

OCTOBER 10TH 


