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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           September 29, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — The Attitude of Ownership 
 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbre-
viated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the 
whole sermon ("The Attitude of Hope") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of 
the story" Read John 10:1-18. 
 

This week, the attitude under consideration is the attitude of ownership. I almost left 
this attitude out, but under careful consideration, I felt that it has to be included!  
For the attitude of ownership is vital to the life and health of the churches, families, 
and spiritual lives — vital, that is, if we are going to be faithful disciples of Jesus 
Christ! 
 

James Moore relates an old story about the reporter who saw some men working at 
a construction site. One man was working rather lazily. The reporter said, “What 
are you making?” He answered, “Four dollars an hour.” A second man was work-
ing rather routinely. The reporter asked, “What are you making?” He answered, 
“Five dollars an hour.” A third man was working enthusiastically, conscientiously, 
giving his heart and soul to it.  The reporter asked him, “What are you making?” 
The last man felt a sense of pride, commitment, and responsibility. He wasn’t just 
going through the motions like those other workers. This guy was committed to the 
task at hand. He was building a cathedral! This sense of ownership is important not 
only in the business world and in parenting. It is also extremely important in the 
church world. 
 

To the text: Whether we hear Jesus’ words in John 10:11, "I am the good 
shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep" or we hear 
the oft repeated words from the 23rd Psalm, "The LORD is my shepherd" we 
run the risk of passing over them too quickly due to their familiarity. Join 
with me for a moment to reflect on two different aspects of this treasured 
passage. Picture in your mind's eye a lush, emerald green pasture filled with 
contented sheep calmly grazing on the grass. The deep blue skies are filled 
with fluffy white clouds, while a gently flowing stream gurgles nearby.  And 
there on the hillside, leaning serenely against a grove of trees, is a shepherd, 
his eyes alert, and he's smiling as he fondly watches his sheep. At first 
glance, at least with a description like that, it would seem as if the job of a 
shepherd was quite a nice and peaceful one! But lurking around the corner, 
there is something which draws our attention partially away from the ease of 
this seemingly cushy job to a picture that tells us that the life of a shepherd is 
fraught with danger as well! And in John 10, Jesus explicitly speaks about 
the threat to the sheep coming from wolves. As you probably know, wolves 
are predators. Sometimes they travel in packs, while at other times they trav-
el alone. But however they travel, they generally attack the weakest and 
frailest sheep, particularly if they separate themselves from the rest of the 
flock.  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Jesus Blesses the Children                                                   October 3-9, 2021 

Read together:  “Jesus Blesses the Children” (pages 328-333 in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might also read Mark 10:13-16 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
What does it mean to bless someone?  What did Jesus do to show the children how much he loved 
them?  Talk about some blessings Jesus has given you. 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
What are some ways Jesus blesses you and your family?  What do you do with your blessings?  Jesus 
said, “Let the children come.”  How do we go to Jesus today? 
 
Family Blessing 
“The Father has loved us so much that we are called children of God.” (1 John 3:1) 
[Family member’s name], you are a child of God.  Jesus loves you and holds you close.  You are 
a blessing.  

This fall, each district of the Arkansas Annu-
al Conference
Wide
from the District Superintendents to 
together for communal ministry celebrations, as well 
as visiting local church pastors to have more one
one conversations about local community needs and 
plans for ministry.
The District
Southwest District will be held 

     Despite the initial serenity of this scene, and as we all have learned in life, there's occasionally trouble 
waiting to pounce. Though most of us might never encounter any of the four-footed variety of wolves, which 
are on the endangered list, most of us have probably encountered the two-footed variety of wolves on more 
than one occasion, which unfortunately are not on the endangered list!   

     After describing these predators, Jesus warned us of another threat. He described the difference between 
Himself and what He referred to as the hireling. The hireling, is the person who is there just for the paycheck 
and he or she will head for the hills at the first sign of trouble. But Jesus said the Good Shepherd will stay 
and lay down His life for the sheep. This is a job that calls for a real moment-of-truth application of love for 
the flock. I'm so glad that our Good Shepherd hasn't changed, but with regards to hirelings, things haven't 
changed very much at all, have they? Hirelings can be found in a variety of professions and jobs, but in re-
cent years wolves in public offices seem to risen a great deal. It is in those public offices where the “wolves” 
carefully look after the desires of those who can potentially give them the best advantage for their careers, 
without any regard for representing the people.  These are lives to avoid copying!  However, Jesus’ life is 
commendable and copiable without hesitation!  

     Jesus is indeed the Good Shepherd. He has ownership and shows that He means business when it comes 
to showing His loving ownership by totally giving of Himself to the point of death.   

     Only Jesus could have lived His exemplary life and only we can uniquely live our faith and lives! So, 
how about the ownership you have for your own spirituality, church, and family?  Are you like the $4.00 and 
$5.00 per hour workers?  Or are you like the “Cathedral” guy? 

     Truth be told, some of us are a blend of the two! But does God want us to tumble along with power and 
guidance?  No, God wants us to have the victory in our lives and has given us the help we need.  The Apos-
tle Paul wrote this reminder to the church in Ephesus, “And He gave some to be apostles, and some proph-
ets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the perfecting of the saints for the work of 
the ministry, and for the edifying of the body of Christ” 

     Paul was saying that God has not only given us the Holy Spirit to empower our lives and ministries, but 
He has given us clergy and laity who are specially empowered to equip us all for the work of ministry. As 
such, our response should be to lovingly build beautiful “cathedrals” of ownership in our personal spiritual, 
our churches, and our families. All of this should be for the glory of God, the building up of the church, and 
the salvation of souls.  So take this uncomfortable teaching on ownership and…own it.  Put it into place in 
your and see the might hand of God transform you and the world around you.  

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary   



9/1 Markus Stagner 9/15 Paul McDonald 

9/2 Bailey McCook 9/16 Bryce Bailey 

9/2 Kim Shirey 9/16 Eddie Scott Epperson 

9/3 Finley Alexander 9/17 Ethan Donohue 

9/3 Cyndi Cole 9/18 Terry Cook 

9/3  Richard Scott 9/20 Marc Fallin 

9/5 Hadrian Robichaux 9/21 Owen Watson 

9/8 Matthew Cole 9/22 Karly Warlick 

9/8 Warner Peterson 9/24 Carson Britt 

9/8 Laura Shirey 9/24 Jake Britt 

9/9 Linda King 9/24 Carson Lyon 

9/10 Peyton Carter 9/25 Robert Burns 

9/11 Kathleen Dingman 9/26 Riley Lewis 

9/11 Parker Ribble 9/26 Suzanne Whitley 

9/12 Brad Boreing 9/27 Charlie Cross 

9/12 Linley Moore 9/27 Denelle Eddington 

9/13 Jackson Boyd 9/28 Alicia Garcia 

9/13 Gary Sharp 9/28 Joe Kaar 

9/14 Autumn Cogbill 9/29 Julia Nipper 

9/14 Virginia Miller 9/29 Eva Routon 

9/14 Ryland Ochs 9/29 Megan Shirey 

9/14 Grant Shirey 9/30 Landyn Dees 

9/15 Bonnie Flurry 9/30 Betty Russell 

9/15 Cole Lewis 9/30 Elizabeth Tye 

    

District Charge Conference 
This fall, each district of the Arkansas Annu-
al Conference will be holding virtual District-
Wide Charge Conferences. It's part of a new strategy 
from the District Superintendents to bring people 
together for communal ministry celebrations, as well 
as visiting local church pastors to have more one-on-
one conversations about local community needs and 
plans for ministry.  
The District-Wide Charge Conferences for the 
Southwest District will be held  

 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

Church Leadership Meeting with  
District Superintendent, Rev. Ann Ferris 

October 5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Discussion topics include: 
 How can the leaders of this congregation guide us in  

this time of denomination uncertainty, 
What did we learn about ministry and making a  

difference in peoples lives, and 
What difference does Jesus want you to make in the lives of 

the people of our community. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 30 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBERR 3 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM WHISPER (Zoom)   
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   6:00 PM CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETING (Peace) 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30—6:00 PM CHURCH –WIDE BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity’s Family Tree (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
September 5                  16,836.00 
 Family (9:00)             18            
 Sun. School (9:15)         23         
 Sanctuary (10:15)          45    
September 12                                                   15,089.00  
 Family (9:00)                  16 
               Sun.  School  (9:15)        15 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           63 
September 19                                                   14,337.75 
 Family (9:00)                  12 
 Sun. School (9:15)          27 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           62 
September 26       4,723.46 
                Family (9:00)                 15 
  Sun. School (9:15)         23 
  Sanctuary (10;15)          73 
 

WHISPER BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY, 5:30 p.m.       

 Zoom 

In this 4-session series, Mark Batter-
son teaches what it means for Chris-
tians to discern the voice of God in 
their lives. He will introduce the 
seven love languages of God—each 
of them unique and entirely divine. 
By learning to tune in and decipher 
each language, Mark equips believ-
ers to hear God’s guidance and grow 
closer to Him.  

“Christianity’s Family Tree ” Bible Study 
Wednesday at  6:00 PM in the Parlor 

             

     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight 
Christian denominations and faith traditions, contending that each 
tradition has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Christian 
faith. 
     Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight 
Christian denominations and faith traditions. Comparing the Chris-
tian family to our own extended families, he contends that each de-
nomination has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Chris-
tian faith.  
     The traditions he examines are Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Lutheran-
ism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, Pentecostalism, and 
Methodism. For each group, Hamilton gives a brief history, outlines 
major beliefs, and describes some things we can learn from that tradi-
tion to strengthen our own Christian faith.  


