
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                      September 28, 2022 

Sunday 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

 

CDC BIBLE PRESENTATION  Preschool Students received their personalized Preschool 

Bible in a presentation on Monday.  The students will have the Bibles in the classroom to follow 

along with the teacher as she reads the stories.  



“Why Church? Reason Three: Money and the Bare Essentials!”   
Read 1 Timothy 6:6-19. 

     Over the years, I have sadly witnessed some of the cruelty, betrayal, and heartbreak of elevating the love of money 
over loving people. It can turn friend against friend, family member against a family member, and set people on a 
path of momentary happiness and with an end result of misery and loneliness. A few weeks ago, the message's title 
was "How to Write Your Own Obituary.” 
     The quick answer was that you wrote your own obituary by the life you live, the love you show, and your faithful-
ness toward God, your neighbor, and the community of faith. You can either write an obituary that speaks of a life 
worth remembering, a life filled with self-centered living, greed, and selfishness, or a life of godliness. It's your 
choice! Let me share with you a story about three men. See if you would rather be remembered as our protagonist, 
Hodja, or the antagonist, the Innkeeper. 
     Nasreddin Hodja was born in what is now Turkey in the early 13th century and quickly developed a strong reputa-
tion as a quick wit and a man not to be fooled with. He was loved by the common people for putting rich people in 
their place, his humor, and trickery, but mostly for poking holes in pompous windbags. (The word "hodja" is an hon-
orific meaning scholar or teacher.) One of the stories told about Hodja concerns a beggar. This poor fellow was given 
a piece of bread, but no butter, jam, or sauce to put on it. Hoping to get something to go with his bread, he went to a 
nearby inn and asked for a handout. The Innkeeper turned him away with nothing, but the beggar sneaked into the 
kitchen where he saw a large pot of soup cooking over the fire. He held his piece of bread over the steaming pot, 
hoping to thus capture a bit of flavor from the good-smelling vapor. Suddenly the Innkeeper seized him by the arm 
and accused him of stealing soup. "I took no soup," said the beggar. "I was only smelling the vapor." "Then you must 
pay for the smell," answered the Innkeeper. The poor beggar had no money, so the angry Innkeeper dragged him be-
fore the qadi. Now Nasreddin Hodja was at that time serving as qadi, an Islamic judge, and he heard the Innkeeper's 
complaint and the beggar's explanation. "So, you demand payment for the smell of your soup?" said Hodja after the 
hearing. "Yes!" insisted the Innkeeper. "Then I myself will pay you," said the Hodja, "and I will pay for the smell of 
your soup with the sound of money." The Hodja drew two coins from his pocket, rang them together loudly, put them 
back into his pocket, and sent the beggar and the Innkeeper each on his own way. 
     The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” What else but the love of money can 
explain why the greedy and uncaring shopkeeper would want to charge a poor beggar for the smell of his broth! So, 
now that you’ve heard the story, would you rather be remembered as the shopkeeper or Hodja?  It’s a pretty easy 
choice, isn’t it? Often, the love of money is not conducive to being content with mere “food and clothing” (v. 8). 
The Bible says that “Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.” (v. 6). 
     Unless you are an extremely rare person, the reality is that there will always be someone wealthier than you, and 
countless millions are poorer than you. Let’s put this in perspective. According to the “Remember the Poor” website, 
(a) If you made $1,500 last year, you’re in the top 20 percent of the world’s income earners. (b) If you have sufficient 
food, decent clothes, live in a house or apartment, and have a reasonably reliable means of transportation, you are 
among the top 15 percent of the world’s wealthy. (c) Have $61,000 in assets? You’re among the richest 10 percent of 
adults in the world. (d) If you have any money saved, a hobby that requires some equipment or supplies, a variety of 
clothes in your closet, two cars (in any condition), and live in your own home, you are in the top 5 percent of the 
world’s wealthy. (e) If you have more than $500,000 in assets, you’re part of the richest 1 percent of the world. Does 
this help you to be content with what you have? Perhaps. Unfortunately, we live in a culture of outrage and discon-
tent. It's challenging to be genuinely at peace with ourselves and content with what we have. Sometimes, it's hard to 
feel blessed. 
     How Should We Live? I think a great place to begin is with the word of Jesus, who taught that the “mark of the 
Christian is the observable love shown among all true believers.” 
Consider the following if you are well-off in today’s economy: 
 

Be humble: You had luck, privilege, advantages, options, and opportunities that millions can only dream of  — even if you 
worked your tail off to get to where you are. Humility goes a long way. The Bible says, “Teach those who are rich in 
this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable.” (v. 17). 

Be realistic: There are no guarantees. The market may crash tomorrow. Who could have predicted the coronavirus and meas-
ured its economic impact? If you practiced a policy of contentment, you were in a better position to weather this storm 
and any that may come in the future. Your peace and stability are not tied to your financial situation. 

Be generous: We live in a sharing community, so be a part of it. Find ways to take some of what you have been blessed with 
and bless others. Join forces with the Stewpot, local charities, and service groups. Support your church through God's 
tithes, offerings, and gifts. They help your church to feed the hungry, help with other essentials, help people in crisis 
situations through UMCOR, help students ease the financial burden of seminary, rebuild churches destroyed by storms, 
etc. 

Be faithful: Watch for signs that you are starting to love money more than God or your neighbor. This is the root of every-
thing that can go wrong in your life (v. 10). Instead of lusting after riches, grow your hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness: Paul wrote, “Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.” (v. 11). 

You have been blessed to be a blessing, so faithfully take the gifts that God has blessed you with and be a blessing to 
someone this week!                     Pastor Gary 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL TIME YOUTH DIREC-
TOR  

POSITION 

 
Please send your resume to: 

 
Email:  terryray594@yahoo.com  and 

gary.maskell@arumc.org 
 

Website: magnolia@fumc.org   
On FB: The Spring at FUMC Magnolia 

Office: 870-234-4530  
Pastor Gary Maskell’s cell: 870-820-5502 or 

Bo Ray’s cell: 870-904-2775 
 

 
        First United Methodist Church 

320 W. Main St. 
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

9/1 Markus Stagner 9/16 Bryce Bailey 

9/2 Bailey McCook 9/16 Eddie Scott Epperson 

9/2 Kim Shirey 9/17 Ethan Donohue 

9/3 Finley Alexander 9/18 Terry Cook 

9/3 Cyndi Cole 9/20 Marc Fallin 

9/5 Hadrian Robichaux 9/21 Owen Watson 

9/8 Warner Peterson 9/22 Karly Warlick 

9/8 Matthew Cole 9/24 Carson Britt 

9/8 Laura Shirey 9/24 Jake Britt 

9/9 Linda King 9/24 Carson Lyon 

9/11 Kathleen Dingman 9/25 Robert Burns 

9/11 Parker Ribble 9/26 Riley Lewis 

9/12 Brad Boreing 9/26 Suzanne Whitley 

9/12 Linley Moore 9/27 Charlie Cross 

9/13 Jackson Boyd 9/27 Denelle Eddington 

9/13 Gary Sharp 9/28 Alicia Garcia 

9/14 Autumn Cogbill 9/29 Julia Nipper 

9/14 Ryland Ochs 9/29 Megan Shirey 

9/14 Grant Shirey 9/30 Landyn Dees 

9/15 Bonnie Flurry 9/30 Betty Russell 

9/15 Cole Lewis 9/30 Elizabeth Tye 

9/16 Nolan Alexander   

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 EMMA WATSON 

 

Emma won the youth vocal solo category singing  

“Hard Knock Life”  

Emma will represent Columbia County at the  

State Fair in Little Rock on October 17 

mailto:terryray594@yahoo.com
mailto:gary.maskell@arumc.org
mailto:magnolia@fumc.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Glen Watson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 
8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
September 4             $5,195.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 18    
                Sanctuary (10:15)            65   
September 11        $6,589.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       75 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            100 
September 18        $10,118.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       35 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              78 
September 25                      $4,153.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       39 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              74 
 

OUR SYMPATHY 

Sympathy is extended to the 

family of Joe Kaar. 

Sympathy is extended to the family of                 

Dennis Fuller. 

 

Jeremy Carter is in a skilled nursing facility in Richardson, 

Texas receiving rehab from his recent surgery.  If you would 

like to send a card, please mail to: 

Remington Transitional Care 
ATTN: Jeremy Carter, Room 310 

1350 East Lookout Drive 
Richardson, Texas 75082 


