
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           September 22, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — The Attitude of Hope 

 
We continue this week by considering how our attitudes can affect our lives and those around us! 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbreviated format, 
then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon ("The Attitude 
of Hope") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" Read Matthew 14:22-33. 
     After Jesus' emotionally and physically exhausting day was over, He dismissed the crowds. He 
then told His disciples to get into their boat and meet Him on the other side of the Sea of Galilee. 
After Jesus was finally alone, He went up on a mountainside to pray. Why didn't Jesus travel with 
His disciples that day? I believe Jesus was setting the scene for a teaching moment in the life of 
His disciples. In four ways, Jesus set the "scene" for a powerful lesson to be taught to His disci-
ples: (1) The Location and Geography - The geography of the Sea of Galilee makes it especially 
susceptible to sudden, violent storms, thus placing His disciples in a place of seeming hopeless-
ness. (2) The Crossing - Being so far from shore and amid a storm that would last for untold 
hours, the disciples' hopes were probably diminishing moment by moment. (3) Jesus arrives on 
the scene - Jesus now "arrives" on the scene in a most unorthodox way. He arrived on the scene by 
walking on the stormy sea towards the disciples wind-tossed the boat. Thus putting the disciples' 
fears on red alert by presenting them what they believed to be a ghost walking on the raging wa-
ters. (4) The First Response - When Jesus saw their fear, He called out, "Don't be afraid," he 
said. "Take courage. I am here!" Impetuous Peter responded, 28 "Lord, if it's really you, tell me to 
come to you, walking on the water." 29 "Yes, Come," Jesus said. (5) The Second Response -
 Remarkably, Peter stepped out of the boat and began to walk on water. But when He looked more 
at the raging water than Jesus, he began to sink! (6) The Third Response - Peter cried out to Je-
sus, "Save me, Lord!" To which Jesus immediately held out His hand to catch him and said, "You 
have so little faith," Jesus said. "Why did you doubt me?" (7) The Finale - When Jesus finally 
climbed into the boat, the winds and waters calmed, and those disciples in the boat worshipped 
Him by saying, "You really are the Son of God." 
     You might ask, "So, why would Jesus arrange such an experience for His disciples?" Here are 
my thoughts, perhaps the disciples were placing all of their hopes in their own gifts and talents, but 
Jesus wanted them to put their earthly and heavenly hopes in Him above all else. That's not to say 
that they would never have to use any of the gifts and talents, but they should always look to Him 
as their Redeemer, Lord, and Savior! As a result of this event and many others to follow, they had 
a solid ground to place their hope. Does this mean that they did not lose hope after that? No, they 
were fallible men just like you and me. They lost hope, they abandoned Jesus, one even denied 
knowing Him. But they came back with power from the Holy Spirit and lived lives of boldness and 
faith! 
     So what should we do when we lose our hope in this world? Just like the disciples, other kinds 
of "storms" can suddenly arise in our lives, and with them, hopelessness can attack us all! "Storms" 
like disapproval, rejection, failure, meaninglessness, illness, and of course, we fear death - perhaps 
our own death. Still, sometimes, and even more so, we fear the death of those we love. We even 
fear the potential demise of our communities and our churches! As a result, we, too, might begin to 
feel hopeless! 
     Here are some things I have personally learned about that feeling of hopelessness. Hopelessness 
can cripple us emotionally and spiritually, and it can eventually wear us down physically as well. 
Hopelessness can paralyze and immobilize us in inactivity in our lives. Hopelessness can ship-
wreck our faith in God. And by the way, hopelessness is no respecter of persons either - no one is 
exempt! The above sounds like bad news, but there are things that I have personally learned about 
God's provision and the hope we can garner from each other and from the Holy Spirit! 
Many years ago, researchers performed an experiment [a cruel one, in my humble opinion] to see 
the effect hope has on those undergoing hardship. Two sets of laboratory rats were placed in sepa-
rate tubs of water. The researchers left one group of the rats in the water, and they found that they 
had all drowned within an hour.  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mary and Martha                                                                  September 26 - October 2, 2021 

 

Read together:  “Mary and Martha” (pages 366-371 in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might also read Luke 10:38-42 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
When Jesus came to visit, Martha was very busy cooking and cleaning.  How does your family get 
ready for visitors?  Mary chose to sit and listen to Jesus.  How can you spend time with Jesus?     
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
When are you busy and working hard, like Martha was?  What do you think Jesus wanted Martha to 
learn?  What do you do to sit and listen to Jesus?  How do you make good decisions about how you use 
your time?     
 

Family Blessing 
Martha and Mary welcomed Jesus into their home. The most important thing for us is to welcome Jesus 
into our lives. [Family member’s name], choose to spend time with God.  You are a blessing.  

This fall, each district of the Arkansas Annu-
al Conference
Wide
from the District Superintendents to 
together for communal ministry celebrations, as well 
as visiting local church pastors to have more one
one conversations about local community needs and 
plans for ministry.
The District
Southwest District will be held 

The other rats were periodically lifted out of the water and then returned. When that happened, 
the second set of rats swam for over 24 hours. Why? Not because they were given a rest, but 
because they suddenly had hope! Those animals somehow hoped that if they could stay afloat 
just a little longer, someone would reach down and rescue them. If hope holds such power for 
rodents, how much more significant should its effect be on our lives. 
 
You see, Jesus is there and more than ready to give us Hope eternal in many ways, including 
(1) Jesus gives us His Hope in the storms of sorrows! I know it's true because He has delivered 
me from heart-wrenching grief and hopelessness in my life! God didn't change the situation, 
but He calmed the "storm" in my heart and gave me hope! (2) He gives His Direction; when 
life's problems hit us so hard, we can't tell which way is up or down! You might be standing at 
significant crossroads in your life and are unsure of your next step or even whether you even 
care to keep on trying! But stand firm in the Lord for He can, and will, deliver you from it! I 
know this too is true because He has done it for me and set me on a beautiful course for this 
world and eternity! (3) He will be with us through it all! He didn't expect His disciples to be 
able to handle the storm all by themselves, but He did expect them to begin to build up more 
and more experiences of faith as they walked with Him! He comes to us amid our storms, wor-
ries, and concerns and says, I will never leave you nor forsake you.  
 
I don't know what you might be facing this morning, but He is available to give you hope, rest, 
and sufficient courage to face whatever "storm" might be raging in your life today. Let me 
close with this beautiful inscription from a sundial in Sussex, England. It reads, "Look toward 
the sun, and its shadows will fall behind you." Let me take some liberties with this quote and 
rewrite it to say, "Look toward the Son of Glory, and the shadows disappointment, sorrow, and 
despair will fall behind you." 
 
And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary   



9/1 Markus Stagner 9/15 Paul McDonald 

9/2 Bailey McCook 9/16 Bryce Bailey 

9/2 Kim Shirey 9/16 Eddie Scott Epperson 

9/3 Finley Alexander 9/17 Ethan Donohue 

9/3 Cyndi Cole 9/18 Terry Cook 

9/3  Richard Scott 9/20 Marc Fallin 

9/5 Hadrian Robichaux 9/21 Owen Watson 

9/8 Matthew Cole 9/22 Karly Warlick 

9/8 Warner Peterson 9/24 Carson Britt 

9/8 Laura Shirey 9/24 Jake Britt 

9/9 Linda King 9/24 Carson Lyon 

9/10 Peyton Carter 9/25 Robert Burns 

9/11 Kathleen Dingman 9/26 Riley Lewis 

9/11 Parker Ribble 9/26 Suzanne Whitley 

9/12 Brad Boreing 9/27 Charlie Cross 

9/12 Linley Moore 9/27 Denelle Eddington 

9/13 Jackson Boyd 9/28 Alicia Garcia 

9/13 Gary Sharp 9/28 Joe Kaar 

9/14 Autumn Cogbill 9/29 Julia Nipper 

9/14 Virginia Miller 9/29 Eva Routon 

9/14 Ryland Ochs 9/29 Megan Shirey 

9/14 Grant Shirey 9/30 Landyn Dees 

9/15 Bonnie Flurry 9/30 Betty Russell 

9/15 Cole Lewis 9/30 Elizabeth Tye 

    

District Charge Conference 
This fall, each district of the Arkansas Annu-
al Conference will be holding virtual District-
Wide Charge Conferences. It's part of a new strategy 
from the District Superintendents to bring people 
together for communal ministry celebrations, as well 
as visiting local church pastors to have more one-on-
one conversations about local community needs and 
plans for ministry.  
The District-Wide Charge Conferences for the 
Southwest District will be held  

 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

Dear Ms. Hubbard and Members of FUMC, 

Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity in 

providing a pre-game meal for the Magnolia Panthers football 

team.  We know sponsoring a large meal is not an easy task, 

but we very much appreciate your effort! 

We appreciate you so much! 

Players, Coaches, Parents of Magnolia QB Club 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 23 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM WHISPER (Zoom)   
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity and World Religions (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
September 5                  16,836.00 
 Family (9:00)             18            
 Sun. School (9:15)        23         
 Sanctuary (10:15)          45    
September 12                                                   15,089.00  
 Family (9:00)                  16 
               Sun.  School  (9:15)        15 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            63 
September 19                                                   14,337.75 
 Family (9:00)                  12 
 Sun. School (9:15)          27 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            62 

WHISPER BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY, 5:30 p.m.       

 Zoom 

In this 4-session series, Mark Batterson teaches what it 
means for Christians to discern the 
voice of God in their lives. He will 
introduce the seven love languages 
of God—each of them unique and 
entirely divine. By learning to tune 
in and decipher each language, Mark 
equips believers to hear God’s guid-
ance and grow closer to Him.  

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of John and 

Harriet Alexander, Jr. in the death of her sister, Joy 

Macalady. 

Magnolia Junior Charity League Backpack Sunday 
Facts & information about the MJCL Backpack & Food Pantry 
Program: 
-The Backpack Program provides children K-6th grade food items to 
help with hunger over the weekend and holidays.  
-Sacks of food are provided to the school through Harvest Food Bank 
in Texarkana, AR. 
-During the school holiday breaks (Christmas, Thanksgiving, and 
Spring break), the children will receive enough food for them until 
they return to school. 
-It costs $125 per student per year to receive food. 
-We also have food pantries at Emerson Schools and Magnolia 
Schools to serve students in grades 7-12.  
Thank you for participating and helping fight hunger in our  
community! Your generous donations are greatly appreciated.  Mail 
your check to MJCL, P.O. Box 1091, Magnolia, AR  71754 *please 
note “backpack” on the memo line 


