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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

           September 15, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — The Attitude of Trust 
 
 We continue this week by considering how our attitudes can affect our 
lives and those around us! If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but 
would like to "hear" it in an abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If 
you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon ("The Attitude of 
Trust") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" Read Acts 
19:1-7. 
 
In Acts 19:1-7, the Apostle Paul has been traveling great distances to 
spread the Gospel of Christ and start new churches. On one of his journeys, 
he arrived in the city of Ephesus and discovered some disciples there. Paul 
asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They 
answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." Then 
Paul told them the whole story of Jesus' life and ministry and baptized 
them. Then, "When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied." 
 
This was their start to a ministry filled with new power, strength, and capa-
bilities because the Holy Spirit had strengthened them. But this story start-
ed much earlier. In Luke 24, Jesus told His disciples to wait in the City of 
Jerusalem until they endued with power from on high. They had faith in 
what Jesus was saying, but then they trusted His words enough to actually 
wait for some 10-days until the Holy Spirit empowered them for ministry. 
(Acts 1-2) Once empowered, Peter preached a powerful sermon that result-
ed in some 3,000 people being saved and baptized. (Acts 2:41) After that, 
the disciples went out in the power of the Holy Spirit, preaching the Gospel 
of Christ wherever they went. They were touched by the Master and were 
actively doing God's will. 
 
Faith is inseparable from trust! Yes, we occasionally separate them, but just 
because we do, doesn't make it right! Faith is a noun and includes both in-
tellectual assent to something and trust in its truthfulness. So we believe 
something to be true, and we also place our trust in it; in other words, we 
rely on it. Faith recognizes that a chair is designed to support the person 
who sits on it, and trust demonstrates faith by sitting in the chair. 
 

One famous example comes to mind. Can you imagine a tightrope 
stretched over a quarter of a mile and spanning the breadth of Niagara 

Falls? The thundering sound of the pounding water drowning out all other 
sounds as you watch a man step onto the rope and walk across.  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Who Is the Greatest                                                                                    September 19-21, 2021 

Read together:  “Who Is the Greatest” (pages 324-325  in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might also read Mark 9:33-37 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Have you ever heard someone argue about whose turn it is or who’s first?  Jesus said if you want to be the 
greatest, look for ways to be kind and helpful.  What are some ways you are kind to others?  How do you 
help others? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
What do you think makes someone great?  Why do you think the disciples were arguing about who was 
the greatest?  What does it mean to serve others? 
 

Family Blessing 
Do your best to serve others.  Be encouraging, kind, friendly, and helpful. 
[Family member’s name], God loves you so that you can love others.  You are a blessing.  

The bulletin boards at the church 

need some updating and attention.  

This can be done at your convenience.  
The boards provide great information 

Shelly for more information, 234

That would be quite a sight to see! Such an impressive feat was made by Charles Blondin in the 
summer of 1859. He walked 160 feet above the falls several times back and forth between Can-
ada and the United States as huge crowds on both sides looked on with shock and awe. Once, 
he crossed in a sack, once on stilts, another time on a bicycle, and once he even carried a stove 
and cooked an omelet! On June 30, 1859, Blondin walked backward across the tightrope to 
Canada and returned, pushing a wheelbarrow filled with rocks. It is told that after pushing a 
wheelbarrow across while blindfolded, Blondin asked for some audience participation. The 
crowds had watched and "Ooooohed" and "Aaaaahed!" He had proven that he could do it; of 
that, there was no doubt. But now he was asking for a volunteer to get into the wheelbarrow 
and take a ride across the Falls with him! 
 
It is said that he asked his audience, "Do you believe I can carry a person across in this wheel-
barrow?" Of course, the crowd shouted that yes, they believed! It was then that Blondin posed 
the question, "Who will get in the wheelbarrow?" Of course...none did. Yes, they had faith that 
he could do it, but they didn't trust him with their lives!   
 
Truth be told, we trust God for our salvation, but when God asks us to step out in faith and do 
something that might take us out of our comfort zones, we shy away from that call out of fear. 
But God calls us to trust Him every step of the way, even when it's a little bit scary! We read, 
"See, God has come to save me. I will trust in him and not be afraid. The Lord God is my 
strength and my song; he has given me victory." (Isaiah 12:2) 
 
Yes, there is a subtle difference between faith and trust. Grammatically, faith is a noun, and 
trust can be either a noun or a verb. Beyond salvation, biblical faith, by necessity, implies that 
some action will occur as a result of that faith. James reminds us, "You say you have faith, for 
you believe [Mental assent] that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe 
[direct knowledge] this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can't you see that faith 
without good deeds [Action] is useless?" James 1:19-20 
 
Yes, we are saved by grace through faith and not of works, lest anyone of us should believe. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) Our response to faith should be a life actively lived according to God's call 
upon us so that the world can see that Jesus reigns as our Lord and Savior!  
 
With that said, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 Pastor Gary   



9/1 Markus Stagner 9/15 Paul McDonald 

9/2 Bailey McCook 9/16 Bryce Bailey 

9/2 Kim Shirey 9/16 Eddie Scott Epperson 

9/3 Finley Alexander 9/17 Ethan Donohue 

9/3 Cyndi Cole 9/18 Terry Cook 

9/3  Richard Scott 9/20 Marc Fallin 

9/5 Hadrian Robichaux 9/21 Owen Watson 

9/8 Matthew Cole 9/22 Karly Warlick 

9/8 Warner Peterson 9/24 Carson Britt 

9/8 Laura Shirey 9/24 Jake Britt 

9/9 Linda King 9/24 Carson Lyon 

9/10 Peyton Carter 9/25 Robert Burns 

9/11 Kathleen Dingman 9/26 Riley Lewis 

9/11 Parker Ribble 9/26 Suzanne Whitley 

9/12 Brad Boreing 9/27 Charlie Cross 

9/12 Linley Moore 9/27 Denelle Eddington 

9/13 Jackson Boyd 9/28 Alicia Garcia 

9/13 Gary Sharp 9/28 Joe Kaar 

9/14 Autumn Cogbill 9/29 Julia Nipper 

9/14 Virginia Miller 9/29 Eva Routon 

9/14 Ryland Ochs 9/29 Megan Shirey 

9/14 Grant Shirey 9/30 Landyn Dees 

9/15 Bonnie Flurry 9/30 Betty Russell 

9/15 Cole Lewis 9/30 Elizabeth Tye 

    

District Charge Conference 
This fall, each district of the Arkansas Annual Conference will 
be holding virtual District-Wide Charge Conferences. It's part 
of a new strategy from the District Superintendents to bring 
people together for communal ministry celebrations, as well as 
visiting local church pastors to have more one-on-one conver-
sations about local community needs and plans for ministry. 
The District-Wide Charge Conferences for the Southwest  
District will be held  

 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The bulletin boards at the church 

need some updating and attention.  

This can be done at your convenience.  
The boards provide great information 

for our members.  Please contact 

Shelly for more information, 234-

4530.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 16 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Bonnie Adcox 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM WHISPER (Zoom)   
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity and World Religions (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
September 5                  16,836.00 
 Family (9:00)             18            
 Sun. School (9:35)        23         
 Sanctuary (10:15)          45    
September 12                                                   15,089.00  
 Family (9:00)                  16 
               Sun.  School  (9:35)        15 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            63 
 

WHISPER BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY, 5:30 p.m.       

 Zoom 

In this 4-session series, Mark Batter-
son teaches what it means for Chris-
tians to discern the voice of God in 
their lives. He will introduce the sev-
en love languages of God—each of 
them unique and entirely divine. By 
learning to tune in and decipher each 
language, Mark equips believers to 
hear God’s guidance and grow closer 
to Him.  

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of Greg 
Bennett. 

The CDC celebrating Grandparents Day Friday in 
Peace Hall with breakfast & fellowship 

Clegg/Open Door Sunday School class  
was led by Marilyn Blackwood on Sunday,  
September 12.  Thank you to Marilynn!! 


