
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                      September 14, 2022 

Sunday 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

 

FUMC Child Development Center  
Grandparents Day 



“Why Church? Reason One: Community!”   

 

     Let me share a few funny/sad stories about church attendance from family, friends, and even church members. (a) This story 
is from my childhood. My grandmother regularly told me that you don’t have to go to church to worship God; all you need to do 
is to pray to a tree! I later learned that she apparently believed in a pantheistic system of worship. Pantheism is the belief that 
God and the universe are one and the same; therefore, this would explain why she was comfortable with worshipping a tree and 
not going to church! (b) In a large church meeting, a member of the Gurdon First United Methodist Church, where I pastored 
years ago, expressed his strong desire to have Sunday night Bible studies at the church. We worked on it and soon started up a 
great Bible study. A few weeks after the Bible study started, I noticed one glaring absence. It was that fellow. He never came to 
any of the Bible studies. So, I asked him why he didn’t attend the Bible studies after he seemed to want them so much. He casu-
ally said that he loved to see the lights on at church on Sunday evenings when he drove by! (Yikes) (c) Similarly, an old cartoon 
from the pen of Joe McKeever shows a lakefront shop named Anglin’ Sam’s that rents rowboats labeled “Little Green Chap-
els.” Out front, Anglin' Sam himself is holding one of his green rowboats upright, with its stern resting on the ground and its 
bow pointed toward the sky. The boat looks a bit like a chapel's arch in that position. Sam told a customer that the boats are "for 
those who prefer to do their worshiping on the lake."  
     The cartoon, of course, is a potshot at the explanations people sometimes give for spending Sunday morning fishing, golfing, 
going out for a leisurely breakfast, or even sleeping in instead of attending church. The heart of that argument is “I don’t need to 
go to church because I can worship God by myself.” (Translation: “Who needs to get up, get dressed, drive-in, be lectured, and 
then be asked to pay for the experience?”) You might counter by saying, “I can worship God while on the golf course or in my 
fishing boat!” While that might be true, I wonder how often such worship occurs? “Worshipping” in such environments, if it 
occurs, is pretty safe. There will be no ushers to receive the tithes, offerings, and gifts. There will be no call to repent nor any 
calls to make a difference in the world through prayers, presence, gifts, witness, or service. There is also a concern among the 
church members about the direction their church is taking since the once full sanctuary is not quite as full as it used to be. 

 

So, could there be a good reason to worship the Lord in God’s house rather than on the lake? 

 

I. Community and Fellowship — We All need the kind of fellowship and community that church uniquely brings. In my 
roughest times, I have found that church reminded me that God was with me through it all. It wasn’t just the preacher’s message 
of the hour that helped me, as important as that was. It wasn’t just the times of praise and worship of God that helped me, as 
important as they were. It wasn’t just supporting my home church through my prayers, presence, gifts, and witness, as important 
as they were. It wasn’t just attending Bible studies that helped me, as important as they were. It wasn’t just the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in my life that helped me, as important as the Holy Spirit is. Combining of all of these things and my face-to-face 
fellowship with my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus helped me in a way solo worship could never hope to do! There’s an old 
story that makes the point quite well. The story is about a longtime church member who had always attended regularly but sud-
denly stopped coming. After a few weeks, the pastor decided he’d better make a visit. He went to the man’s home and found 
him alone, sitting in front of a blazing fire. The parishioner welcomed the pastor and directed him to a comfortable chair near 
the fire. After an initial greeting, the two sat silently, watching the roaring fire dance over the logs. Then the pastor took the fire 
tongs and picked up a brightly burning ember, which he then placed to one side of the hearth by itself. That lone ember's flame 
began to flicker and eventually died. Soon it was a lump of cold, gray coal with no life or warmth whatsoever. Then the pastor 
picked up that coal with the tongs and placed it back into the middle of the fire. It began to glow with light and warmth within 
seconds, ignited by the flames around it. As the pastor rose to leave, the parishioner said, “Thank you for the sermon, Pastor. 
I’ll be back in church next Sunday.” Who knows if that incident ever happened, but the truth it presents is plain enough: Our 
individual faith gives off more light and warmth when kindred believers support it. 

II. The Good Shepherd, Christ Jesus, wants us with the flock — Part of our passage for this morning speaks of a lost sheep. 
We learn that the shepherd has 100 sheep, but when one wanders away, he leaves the  99 and searches for the lost one until he 
finds it. And when he does, he brings it back to the flock and then asks his friends and neighbors to rejoice with him. Jesus told 
this parable in response to some Pharisees and scribes who were grumbling about Him. This was because Jesus welcomed 
known sinners to listen to Him and dine with Him. 

     So in the parable, the shepherd can be viewed as a picture of Jesus. And what does he do when the sheep wanders off? He 
tracks it down and brings it back to the flock. While finding the sheep benefited the shepherd, it was of even more benefit to the 
sheep, which, had it stayed apart from the flock, probably would’ve become dinner for a wolf or lion. This is a parable, so we 
can see human applications if the wayward sheep represents sinners. Yet the only application Jesus makes is that the return of 
the sheep to the flock qualifies as “repentance.” And maybe that’s the point. Although we can list the many benefits to our faith 
from being in church, the main reason for being here isn’t solely for our benefit but because it’s where God wants us to be. Yes, 
shepherds go out after strays, but most of the work shepherds do with sheep is while they’re in the flock, and most congrega-
tional flocks are nourishing locations where God can work with us. We can talk about why we should attend church for the 
church’s survival or the benefits we receive from being there, but it’s sufficient to know that when we wander off, Jesus will 
come looking for us. He will likely push us toward our faith community, a place of safety, growth, and healing. And when we 
get there, there will be joy in heaven. And when we get there, there will be joy in heaven. “Just so, I tell you,” said Jesus, “there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”  

     Let me close with the words of the Apostle Paul as He wrote to the Hebrews, “And let us not neglect our meeting together, 
as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” Hebrew 10:25 

     Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one                                                                         Pastor Gary 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL TIME YOUTH DIRECTOR  
POSITION 

 
Please send your resume to: 

 
Email:  terryray594@yahoo.com  and 

gary.maskell@arumc.org 
 

Website: magnolia@fumc.org   
On FB: The Spring at FUMC Magnolia 

Office: 870-234-4530  
Pastor Gary Maskell’s cell: 870-820-5502 or 

Bo Ray’s cell: 870-904-2775 
 

 
        First United Methodist Church 

320 W. Main St. 
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

9/1 Markus Stagner 9/16 Bryce Bailey 

9/2 Bailey McCook 9/16 Eddie Scott Epperson 

9/2 Kim Shirey 9/17 Ethan Donohue 

9/3 Finley Alexander 9/18 Terry Cook 

9/3 Cyndi Cole 9/20 Marc Fallin 

9/5 Hadrian Robichaux 9/21 Owen Watson 

9/8 Warner Peterson 9/22 Karly Warlick 

9/8 Matthew Cole 9/24 Carson Britt 

9/8 Laura Shirey 9/24 Jake Britt 

9/9 Linda King 9/24 Carson Lyon 

9/11 Kathleen Dingman 9/25 Robert Burns 

9/11 Parker Ribble 9/26 Riley Lewis 

9/12 Brad Boreing 9/26 Suzanne Whitley 

9/12 Linley Moore 9/27 Charlie Cross 

9/13 Jackson Boyd 9/27 Denelle Eddington 

9/13 Gary Sharp 9/28 Alicia Garcia 

9/14 Autumn Cogbill 9/28 Joe Kaar 

9/14 Ryland Ochs 9/29 Julia Nipper 

9/14 Grant Shirey 9/29 Megan Shirey 

9/15 Bonnie Flurry 9/30 Landyn Dees 

9/15 Cole Lewis 9/30 Betty Russell 

9/16 Nolan Alexander 9/30 Elizabeth Tye 

4 Adult Classes 

 
"UMC Adult Studies"                                    

Dennis Fuller - in the Parlor 
Teachers: Molly Burns, David Cole, Billie Dadgar, 

Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso  

                     
"Harmony of the Gospels" - upstairs 
Jesus' life as documented in the Bible 
Teachers: Steve Card, Dan Grantham,               

Scott Nipper 

 
"The Call" - Christy Watson - upstairs 

Video Bible Study with other volunteer teachers 

 
"NT Stories from the BackSide"                    

Whitteni Lindsey - upstairs 
New Testament Bible Study with other volunteer 

teach  
Youth Classes - Grades 6 - 12 
"Echo The Story"- Basement 

Middle School - Glenn Watson 
High School - J Courson  

Children's Classes 
Preschool - 5th Grade - Treehouse 

Preschool & Kindergarten -  Shelly Burgess & 
Volunteers 

Grades 1-4 - Diana Courson & Volunteers 
Grade 5 - Confirmation -  Elizabeth Tye  

mailto:terryray594@yahoo.com
mailto:gary.maskell@arumc.org
mailto:magnolia@fumc.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Glen Watson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBWER 22 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
September 4             $5,195.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 18    
                Sanctuary (10:15)            65   
September 11        $6,589.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       75 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            100 
 

CHILDREN'S CHOIR 
New Director 
Sharon Ard 

 
NEW TIME Wednesday's at 5:00 pm  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

3 classes at New Times  
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Preschool / Kindergarten 
Grades 1-2, Grades 3-5  

Our Sympathy 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Dr. Raymond Cammack. 


