
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       September 7, 

Sunday 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

STEWPOT VOLUNTEERS SERVING MEALS  

Stewpot is open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday to serve a hot meal 
 beginning at 4:00 p.m. 

Ms. Dionedra , Stewpot cook 

 
Matthew  25:35 

For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink. 



“What if We Saw Others Through God's Eyes?”   

 
[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon; much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia 
Messenger for the entire sermon and more!] Read Colossians 3:12-14. 

 
     The letters to the Colossians and to Philemon are believed to have been written by Paul from prison some-
time circa 60 to 62. The church at Colossae was under attack from false teachers who were denied the deity of 
Jesus; that is, they were teaching that He was not actually God in human flesh, amongst other untrue things. 
This is a negative view that some pseudo-christian cults hold to this day. Paul would have none of that in 
Christ’s holy church at Colossae, therefore he wrote this letter. 
     Today, there is division taking place that is ripping apart many churches over doctrinal differences. I can un-
derstand and sympathize with both of the viewpoints. The focus of this morning’s message is not on the differ-
ing doctrinal stances, as important and potentially harmful as they are. I am talking about a division that cuts 
deeper than doctrinal differences. It entails the division of long-time family members, friends, and believers in 
Christ Jesus. This is a division caused by hateful speech, name-calling, and vilification of those who think dif-
ferently. We see others and all too often all we can see is the negative of a foe rather than a brother or sister in 
Christ Jesus. God sees us through different eyes than we see each other. What could we see, if we were to put 
on some “God-glasses" and look at each other with His love, grace, and mercy? I did a little more searching and 
found a very moving video. I can’t show it you, but let me describe it and perhaps it might make you think as it 
made me think! 
     The video starts off with a fellow, let’s call him Bob, backing out of his driveway, when a young boy on a 
skateboard passes behind making him quickly hit his brakes. With an exasperated look on his face the man ut-
ters, “Kid, every time I pull out. Your are right there! Man, somebody needs to talk to his parents, but they’re 
never home!” Bob next travels down the road to encounter the daily heavy traffic. He verbally expresses his 
hatred for traffic slowing down on his trek to work. Upon pulling into parking lot, he spies an open spot. But a 
woman in a red car quickly pulls in and takes “his spot,” thereby stirring up his discontent to an even higher 
level! He next enters a coffee shop and is upset at the line ahead of him. 4.2 minutes later, he is finally able to 
order when a previous customer cuts in front of him to add a cookie to his order. Much to his visible disappoint-
ment, he is told that it will be a little while until his order is ready. As he sits down in disgust at a nearby table, a 
man, reminiscent of Morpheus from The Matrix, walks up to him and pulls a spectacle case out of his pocket 
and hands it to him. The Morpheus man quickly disappears and adds some major confusion to the face of our 
disgruntled star of the video! The spectacle case has the words, “Get Service” on the outside of the case.  He 
puts the glasses on and looks around the coffee shop. To his amazement, he sees the people but this time they 
have signs over them. Bob focuses in on each of them as follows: (a) Over one woman he reads, “Avoids rela-
tionships for fear of pain.” (b) Over a man he reads, “Discontent with life.” (c) Over a different woman he 
reads, “Struggling with a sense of purpose” (d) Over a man working on his laptop he reads, “Has never known 
true friendships” (e) Over a man smiling at his young son he reads, “Recently lost his job” (f) When the smiling 
barista delivers his coffee he reads, “Fighting addiction.” 
     In desperation he runs out of the coffee shop saying, “I can’t take it anymore, I’ve got to get out of here!” In 
his haste, he almost bumps into an angry-looking guy who warns him to “Watch it!”  His identifying phrase is, 
“Just Needs a hug!” Struggling even more to get away, he comes facd to face with a young woman with a baby 
in her arms and a toddler following close behind.  Her sign reads, “Works two jobs to feed her kids.” He finally 
passes by the woman who took his parking spot and her sign reads, “Grieving her best friend!” He quickly 
dashes into his car and heads home, but on his way home he sees other people bearing their own sorrows and 
griefs. Flashbacks from the coffee shop flash through his mind. As he pulls into his driveway, the skateboard 
boy rides past his driveway.  His sign read, “Just needs someone to care."  
     After a short pause, he calls out to the skateboarder and says, “Hey buddy, come here!” He goes to street and 
without words, he shows the boy that he cares. At this moment of caring, we are given a view to the inside of 
the spectacle case, which reads, “Get it?” The video then fades to black… 
     What if we could see each other through God’s eyes of grace, mercy, and love?  For one thing, our lives and 
those we know would be vastly better! I also strongly believe that the world would also be a much better place 
for everyone!  
     In Colossians 3:12-14, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you 
must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allow-
ance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.” (NLT) 
     Let’s put on some of God’s glasses of grace, mercy, and love so we can see the positive in others and love 
them as Jesus loves us! Hopefully soon, we will all “Get it?” 
 
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!    Pastor Gary 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL TIME YOUTH DIRECTOR  
POSITION 

 
Please send your resume to: 

 
Email:  terryray594@yahoo.com  and 

gary.maskell@arumc.org 
 

Website: magnolia@fumc.org   
On FB: The Spring at FUMC Magnolia 

Office: 870-234-4530  
Pastor Gary Maskell’s cell: 870-820-5502 or 

Bo Ray’s cell: 870-904-2775 
 

 
        First United Methodist Church 

320 W. Main St. 
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

9/1 Markus Stagner 9/16 Eddie Scott Epperson 

9/2 Bailey McCook 9/17 Ethan Donohue 

9/2 Kim Shirey 9/18 Terry Cook 

9/3 Finley Alexander 9/20 Marc Fallin 

9/3 Cyndi Cole 9/21 Owen Watson 

9/5 Hadrian Robichaux 9/22 Karly Warlick 

9/8 Warner Peterson 9/24 Carson Britt 

9/8 Laura Shirey 9/24 Jake Britt 

9/9 Linda King 9/24 Carson Lyon 

9/11 Kathleen Dingman 9/25 Robert Burns 

9/11 Parker Ribble 9/26 Riley Lewis 

9/12 Brad Boreing 9/26 Suzanne Whitley 

9/12 Linley Moore 9/27 Charlie Cross 

9/13 Jackson Boyd 9/27 Denelle Eddington 

9/13 Gary Sharp 9/28 Alicia Garcia 

9/14 Autumn Cogbill 9/28 Joe Kaar 

9/14 Ryland Ochs 9/29 Julia Nipper 

9/14 Grant Shirey 9/29 Megan Shirey 

9/15 Bonnie Flurry 9/30 Landyn Dees 

9/15 Cole Lewis 9/30 Betty Russell 

9/16 Nolan Alexander 9/30 Elizabeth Tye 

9/16 Bryce Bailey   

4 Adult Classes 

 
"UMC Adult Studies"                                    

Dennis Fuller - in the Parlor 
Teachers: Molly Burns, David Cole, Billie Dadgar, 

Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso  

                     
"Harmony of the Gospels" - upstairs 
Jesus' life as documented in the Bible 
Teachers: Steve Card, Dan Grantham,               

Scott Nipper 

 
"The Call" - Christy Watson - upstairs 

Video Bible Study with other volunteer teachers 

 
"NT Stories from the BackSide"                    

Whitteni Lindsey - upstairs 
New Testament Bible Study with other volunteer 

teach  
Youth Classes - Grades 6 - 12 
"Echo The Story"- Basement 

Middle School - Glenn Watson 
High School - J Courson  

Children's Classes 
Preschool - 5th Grade - Treehouse 

Preschool & Kindergarten -  Shelly Burgess & 
Volunteers 

Grades 1-4 - Diana Courson & Volunteers 
Grade 5 - Confirmation -  Elizabeth Tye  

mailto:terryray594@yahoo.com
mailto:gary.maskell@arumc.org
mailto:magnolia@fumc.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Glen Watson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
RECLAIM SUNDAY—BURGERS IN PEACE HALL AFTER WORSHIP 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBWER 15 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
September 4                  N/A 
 Sunday School (9:15) 18    
                Sanctuary (10:15)            65     
 
 

Let all that you do be done in love.  
1 Corinthians 16:14  

 
    We are receiving a love offering for the family of  
Jeremy Carter.  He has undergone extensive surgery for 
knee, femur and hip replacement.  Donation may be dropped 
off or mailed to FUMC, 320 West Main. 

CHILDREN'S CHOIR 
New Director 
Sharon Ard 

 
NEW TIME Wednesday's at 5:00 pm  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

3 classes at New Times  
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Preschool / Kindergarten 
Grades 1-2, Grades 3-5  


