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Why Church? The First Reason is Community!
Luke 15:1-10 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus 
teach. 2 This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was 
associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! 3 So Jesus told them this 
story: 4 “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? 
Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one 
that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home 
on his shoulders. 6 When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 In the same way, there 
is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over 
ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!” 8 “Or suppose a 
woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire 
house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she will call in 
her friends and neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost 
coin.’ 10 In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one 
sinner repents.”

I remember a few funny stories about church attendance from family, friends, and even 
church members.

This story is from my childhood. My 
grandmother regularly told me that you don’t 
have to go to church to worship God, all you 
need to do is to worship God is pray to a tree! I 
later learned that she apparently believed in a 
pantheistic system of worship. Pantheism is the 
belief that God and the universe are one and 
the same, therefore, this would explain why 
she was comfortable with worshipping a tree 
and not going to church! 

In a large church meeting, one member of a 
former church I pastored once expressed his 
strong desire to have Sunday night Bible studies. We worked on it and started up a 
great Bible study. A few weeks after the Bible study started, I noticed one glaring 
absence, and it was that fellow. He never came to Bible studies. So, I asked him why 
he didn’t attend the Bible studies after he seemed to want them so much. He casually 
said that he loved to see the lights on at the church on Sunday evenings when he drove 
by!

Similarly, an old cartoon from the pen of Joe McKeever shows a lakefront shop named 
Anglin' Sam's that rents rowboats labeled "Little Green Chapels." Out front, Anglin' 
Sam himself is holding one of his green rowboats upright, with its stern resting on the 
ground and its bow pointed toward the sky. In that position, the boat looks a bit like a 
chapel's arch, Sam explained to a potential customer. He added that the boats are "for 
those who prefer to do their worshiping on the lake."  

The cartoon, of course, is a potshot at the explanations people sometimes give for 
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Across 

1. Born 1475. Died 1564. But his masterpieces shall live forever.
11. His famed masterpiece is "The Rape of Europa": ___ Veronese (b.1528 - 
d.1588)
12. Locale of many of the masterpieces in the Sistine Chapel
14. Urchin
16. "The Great Beyond" group
17. Bob Dylan smash for The Turtles: "___ Ain't Me, Babe"
19. Edible tuber
20. What other name is the Renaissance masterpiece "Mona Lisa" known by?
25. Thusly
26. Giotto's ___: Campanile of the Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore in #15D
27. Initials of the star of "Jaws" (1975)
28. Masterful Mural of the Renaissance: "The Last ___"
31. Acronym seen at the beginning of some newspaper stories
33. Compensates
35. Sesame
36. Seventh letter of the Greek alphabet
39. "Lemon" suffix
41. Masterful work by early Renaissance artist (and friar) Fra Angelico who 
lived from c.1400 to 1455
46. Tic-___-Toe
47. Mr. Knotts
48. It'll turn "ention" into an original creation
49. Reverberate! ...Reverberate! ...Reverberate!
52. Mr. Cummings
54. Great Venetian artist who lived from c.1488 to 1576
57. "Howdy!"
58. Famous Renaissance sculpture
61. ___ and behold!
62. The masterful technique of capturing the human form was perfected by 
#73A through the study of this
66. Roman Goddess of Plenty
68. Chicago loop train
69. Doctors' org.

70. Mr. Kelly
73. Born 1452. Died 1519. But his masterpieces shall live forever.
77. Planet
79. Allegorical masterpiece by Sandro Botticelli

Down 

1. Mother, informally
2. The Hawkeye State
3. Marine Mollusk
4. The Masses: ___ Polloi
5. O.J.'s pal
6. Omaha's locale on an env.
7. Credit transfer system
8. It'll make "trifying" thrilling
9. Classy Car
10. Atop
11. Father, informally
13. Light-headed
15. The Medici family dominated it, and it dominated the Renaissance
18. When doubled, it means "bye-bye!"
19. "The ___ of Moses": Creation by Sandro Botticelli (b.1445 - d.1510)
21. ___-shucks!
22. She had a hit with "Don't Wanna Lose You" (Initials)
23. Gershwin the Lyricist
24. Chuck Heston's controversial gr.
25. Gilligan's boat: "___ Minnow"
26. Atomic #52
29. Dessert menu selection
30. Character depicted in Raphael's famous fresco "The School of Athens"
32. Renaissance masterpiece "Madonna of the Goldfinch", for example
33. "Small" in Strasbourg
34. Bronze on the Beach
37. You: Français
38. Renaissance masterpiece: "Saints ___ Angels"
40. "The Shaggy ___" (1976)
41. Sports peg
42. Acronym used on a questionnaire when a particular question isn't relevant
43. Business card abbr.
44. It'll bring "tiate" into being
45. Certain face shapes
50. Renaissance masterpiece: "Madonna and ___"
51. Not hers
53. Summer hrs. in VA
55. Psyche Part
56. Negative reply
59. Initials of the actress who co-starred in "Yentl" (1983)
60. It'll make "cal" outspoken
62. "The Second Sex" (1953) author: Simone ___ Beauvoir
63. It'll turn "ngs" into nest eggs
64. Chieftain
65. Insincere talk
66. ___ even keel
67. Lima is its capital
71. Shoe width Size
72. Blood Bank acronym
74. Exercise device: "___ Rocker"
75. Book section, for short
76. Greek Mythology: To protect her from Hera's jealousy, Zeus turned her into a 
heifer
78. Eliot of "The Waste Land" (1922)
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“Renaissance Artists” —  Solution

n 

Greetings in the name of 
Christ Jesus, our Lord! I hope 
this week has been a blessing 
to you. 

As you might know, the 
United Methodist Church is 
navigating some challenging 
and uncharted territory. 
Several factors have brought 
us to this unique day and time 
in United Methodist history. 
Despite that, I believe we can 
navigate these choppy waters 
and come through victorious 

when the current theological storm abates. "Theological Storm, 
what storm?" In a nutshell, our theological storm is in the area 
of church doctrine. 

Some brothers and sisters in Christ feel differently about our 
doctrines. Some believe that we should change some of our 
doctrinal stances. Others disagree. As such, there has been 
vigorous theological debate over the years. By the way, this 
storm has been brewing for many years now.

Over the past 6-months, we have periodically kept everyone 
abreast of the latest happenings via The Visitor and The 
Magnolia Messenger.   

Our bishop instructed all pastors not to take one side but to 
leave church discussions to our church leadership. 
Unfortunately, not all pastors have followed this strong 
recommendation by our bishop. If you were wondering, our 
leadership has not been idly sitting by. We have all been 
watching other churches make big mistakes and have seen the 
trauma and hurt of doing things in the wrong way. Our 
leadership loves you as brothers and sisters in Christ, family, 
and friends. Therefore, we all want to sidestep anything 
potentially hurtful to this beautiful body of believers. 

After carefully watching the hurtful errors of other pastors and 
churches, on August 28, 2022, we began the first of a short 
series of public information sessions during the Sunday morning 
service. Administrative Council chair, Steve Card, spoke about 
the basics of our current theological debate. One of his 
emphases was to articulate our approach to this potentially 
divisive issue. Steve said that we will carefully look at this issue 
with every church member having a voice in this matter. One of 
the errors of other churches is that they only allowed those of 
the same mindset to have a voice and a vote. We will not make 
this same error!

On September 11, 2022, our Lay Leader, Steve Nipper, will 
continue the discussion with a more detailed explanation of this 
process.  

I will leave any follow-up sessions needed to the capable hands 

of the men and women on our leadership committees. 
If you have any questions about the state of the church, local, 
national, or global, please get in touch with Steve Card, Steve 
Nipper, or myself. We will all try our best to lovingly and 
graciously respond. If we don't know an answer, we will 
research and return with the best answer we can find to anyone's 
questions.

Let us pray for God's leading and discernment as we go forward, 
and let us do it following Jesus' call to love God and others.

Mark 12:28-32 Now one of the scribes had come up and heard 
their debate. Noticing how well Jesus had answered them, he 
asked Him, "Which commandment is the most important of 
all?" 29 Jesus replied, "This is the most important: 'Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.'  31 The second is this: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'  No other commandment is greater than 
these." 32 "Right, Teacher," the scribe replied. "You have stated 
correctly that God is One and there is no other but Him, 33 and to 
love Him with all your heart and with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, 
which is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that the man had answered wisely, 
He said, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."
And no one dared to question Him any further.

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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spending Sunday morning fishing, golfing, going out for a leisurely breakfast, or even sleeping in instead of attending 
church. The heart of that argument is “I don’t need to go to church because I can worship God by myself.” 
(Translation: “Who needs to get up, get dressed, drive to church, be lectured, and then be asked to pay for the 
experience?”)

Some of the things I just mentioned are a combination of humorous and sad at the same time. You might say, “I can 
worship God while on the golf course or in my fishing boat!” While that might be true, I wonder how often such 
worship occurs…

"Worshipping" in such environments, if it occurs, is pretty safe. There will be no ushers to receive the tithes, offerings, 
and gifts. There will be no call to repent, nor any calls to make a difference in the world through prayers, presence, 
gifts, witness, or service. There is also a concern among the church members about the direction their church is taking 
since the once full sanctuary is not quite as full as it used to be.

So, could there be a good reason to worship the Lord in God's house rather than on the lake? 

So, could there be a good reason to worship the Lord in God’s house rather than on the lake? 

I. Community and Fellowship — We All need the kind of fellowship and community that church uniquely brings! It 
also helps us make sense of life's many perplexing problems. I have personally found that in my roughest times, that 
church reminded me that God was with me through it all. It wasn't just the preacher's message of the hour that helped 
me, as important as that was. It wasn't just the times of praise and worship of God that helped me, as important as they 
were. It wasn't just supporting my home church through my prayers, presence, gifts, and witness, as important as they 
were. It wasn't just attending Bible studies that helped me, as important as they were. It wasn't just the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in my life that helped me, as important as the Holy Spirit is. Combining all these things and my face-to-face 
fellowship with my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus helped me in a way solo worship could never hope to do!

There's an old story, whether true or not, which makes the point quite well. The story is about a longtime church 
member who had always attended regularly but suddenly stopped coming. After a few weeks, the pastor decided he'd 
better make a visit. He went to the man's home and found him alone, sitting in front of a blazing fire. The parishioner 
invited the pastor and directed him to a comfortable chair near the fire.

After an initial greeting, the two sat silently, watching the roaring fire dance over the logs. Then the pastor took the fire 
tongs and picked up a brightly burning ember, which he then placed to one side of the hearth by itself. That lone 
ember's flame began to flicker and eventually died. Soon it was a lump of cold, gray coal with no life or warmth 
whatsoever.

Then the pastor picked up that coal with the tongs and placed it back into the middle of the fire. It began to glow with 
light and warmth within seconds, ignited by the flames around it.

As the pastor rose to leave, the parishioner said, “Thank you for the sermon, Pastor. I’ll be back in church next 
Sunday.”

Who knows if that incident ever happened, but the truth it presents is plain enough: Our individual faith gives off more 
light and warmth when kindred believers support it.

II. The Good Shepherd, Christ Jesus, wants us with the flock  — Part of our passage for this morning speaks of a 
lost sheep. In short, our parable says that the shepherd has 100 sheep, but when one wanders off, the shepherd leaves 
the 99 (presumably somewhere safe) and searches for the lost one until he finds it. And when he does, he brings it back 
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to the flock and then asks his friends and neighbors to rejoice with him. 

Jesus told this parable in response to some Pharisees and scribes who were grumbling. This was because Jesus was 
welcoming known sinners to listen to him. In fact, he was even eating with them. So in the parable, the shepherd can be 
viewed as a stand-in for Jesus. And what does he do when the sheep wanders off? He tracks it down and brings it back 
to the flock. 

While finding the sheep was of some benefit to the shepherd, it was of even more benefit to the sheep, which, had it 
stayed apart from the flock, probably would’ve become a tasty dinner for a wolf or lion. 

In the parable, the shepherd does nothing for the sheep beyond bringing it back to the flock. Of course, the sheep is only 
an animal, so the shepherd cannot seek a commitment from the sheep so that it will obey the shepherd and not wander 
off again.

But it’s a parable, so if the wayward sheep represents sinners, there are human applications. Yet the only one Jesus 
makes is that the return of the sheep to the flock qualifies as “repentance.” 

And maybe that's the point. Although we can enumerate benefits to our faith from being in church, the main reason for 
being here isn't for our benefit but because it's where God wants us to be. Yes, shepherds go out after strays, but most 
of the work shepherds do with sheep is while they're in the flock, and most congregational flocks are nourishing 
locations where God can work with us.

We can discuss why we should attend church regarding the church's survival or the benefits we receive from being 
there. Still, it's sufficient to notice that when we wander off and Jesus comes looking for us, he will likely push us 
toward a flock, a community, a place of safety, sustenance, and nurture.

And when we get there, there will be joy in heaven. “Just so, I tell you,” said Jesus, “there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 

Let me close with the words of the Apostle Paul as He wrote to the Hebrews, “And let us not neglect our meeting 
together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 
Hebrew 10:25
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The State of the Church — Steve Nipper
This past Sunday morning, Steve Nipper addressed our congregation about the state of the church in 2022. The following 
is a transcription of his notes for the morning.

“Good morning! A couple of weeks ago, Steve Card began our conversations on the Disaffiliation process. No decision 
is required by any church. Only those congregations interested in leaving must decide what action to take. This is the 
default option. No one must do anything. Today, I want to spend a few minutes covering the Discernment process that 
we must follow if we decide we want to disaffiliate. Our Administrative Council will need to meet, discuss, and vote to 
begin the discernment process that may or may not lead to disaffiliation from the United Methodist church. This process 
has 15 to 16 steps that we must take. I will do my best of just highlighting those steps today.

Let me say here that I have been following this for most of this year and would encourage anyone interested in this 
process to go to [our] annual conference website for more information. You can fund it at arumc.org.

If our Administrative Council does meet, discuss, and vote to further this discernment process, a letter will be sent to our 
District Superintendent, Rev. Ann Ferris, in Arkadelphia. It will be submitted along with minutes of the meeting. It will 
point out what we will do over the next 90 days. This process will be led by our Admin. Council.

We will lay out how our congregation will be informed about the public resources that are available, primarily on our 
conference website. There are to be 3 listening sessions over this 90-day period. The first session will be led by the 
District Superintendent. Every meeting will provide a period when those present can ask questions about the process and 
verbally share their opinion about what God is leading them to do.

The dates, times, and agendas of all listening sessions will be made available at each session. We will keep a roll of 
attendees at each session. A straw poll will be taken by a written ballot supplied by our District Superintendent at the 
third session. After the straw poll is taken, and a majority of those present votes to disaffiliate, the DS will determine if 
she calls a church conference to vote on disaffiliation.

If we go to a disaffiliation vote, the motion to disaffiliate must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the professing 
members present and voting at the church conference. 

What then is disaffiliation? Paragraph 2553 of our current Book of Discipline allows a congregation to leave the United 
Methodist Church under very narrow circumstances, namely, “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the 
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality. 

Let me also add here, that there are about 30,500 United Methodist Churches in the USA. Just short of 1,000 of those 
churches have voted to disaffiliate or less than 3 percent. In Arkansas, we have over 600 United Methodist churches, 
with about 90 voting to disaffiliate.

In addition, if we vote to disaffiliate, there will be a cost to those disaffiliating. In our case, the total potential liability 
will be between $132,500 and $192,000. This includes two years of apportionments that we would owe the Conference 
and the prorate share of the pension liability that we owe to take care of Pastor Gary’s retirement. I know this has been a 
lot to digest. If anyone has any questions, feel free to reach out to Pastor Gary, Steve Card, or me. If you want to submit 
written questions, please feel free to do that. You can get those to Tracie in her office. We do intend to keep you updated 
as more information becomes available.

We need to be in prayer for the United Methodist Church, our own church family, and proceed with love and kindness to 
one another. Again, remain vigilant in looking and searching for facts and not rumors.

Steve Nipper, Lay Member of the Arkansas United Methodist Annual Conference and Magnolia FUMC treasurer.
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“A Holy Spirit Story: On Broken Relationships and Healing Forgiveness” 
by J.D. Walt

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

CONSIDER THIS
ME: THIS IS THE WAY—

YOU: FROM GLORY TO GLORY!

For today’s story, the author wanted to remain anonymous to avoid any possible identification of the persons involved. This 
will encourage many others in such places in their family with strained or broken relationships. May the honesty here disarm 
you, the patience encourage you, and the witness embolden you toward acts of grace and mercy. 
——
Four years ago one of our adult daughters did something so incredibly hurtful that it broke our family into sides and pieces and 
ultimately separated us from our daughter and a dearly loved grandchild. I’ve been on this walk with Jesus for a little over 
forty years now, so I’ve experienced time and again the healing and peace that comes when I forgive those who have hurt me. 
Even so, I could not get to the place of forgiveness in this situation. I tried to keep my feelings boxed up and neatly filed away, 
but every little reminder sent me back into a spiral of frustration, hurt, and anger. I can’t say exactly how long I stayed stuck in 
that place—a year and a half, two years? It was too long, and I knew it was too long. All this time, I was still talking to God, 
praying, and seeing him move in other areas. But in this place, the hurt wouldn’t go away. Finally one morning I prayed, 
“Lord, I don’t even have the want to want to forgive. Could you give me that? Could you start there?” God in his goodness 
answered my prayer by giving me the desire to start praying for my daughter again. At this point, I had stopped praying for her 
because every prayer had reminded me of her hurtful actions and set my mind back in a negative loop where I just 
remembered over and over all the unjustness of what had been said and done. As I wondered how I could pray in a more 
positive way, the Holy Spirit reminded me of a Scripture my youth group used to recite at the end of our meetings way back in 
my teen years. It’s funny because when the Lord brought it to my mind, I didn’t even realize it was Scripture. I had just 
thought it was a little saying we all said together. I had to Google it. We were reciting 

Numbers 6:24–26.
The Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you,
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.

In the days that followed, I began to pray that blessing over my daughter and her family. Anytime my mind started to go into 
the loop of the things that had happened, I replaced the thoughts with that prayer. To begin with, I was probably praying that 
prayer twenty times a day! As I prayed, the Lord began to replace my anger and frustration with his peace and patience. He 
began to show me places where I also had been hurtful and mistakes that I also had made in the relationship. As I sought 
God’s grace and forgiveness for myself, I was finally able to have grace and forgiveness for my daughter. Even though God 
did an amazing work in my heart, communication was still shut down in this relationship, so the relationship was still 
completely broken. But God . . .

Our daughter lives and works in another country. When she had trouble getting some of her needed official documentation for 
her job, she was forced to reach out to me for help. Because of all the work the Lord had done in my heart, I was able to speak 
to her from a fresh place of forgiveness. One good conversation was followed by others, slowly building back a relationship. 
A few months ago, our daughter let me know that she would be traveling to a city near us for a work trip. At first, we made 
plans to drive over and meet her for a meal. As time went on, we offered to have her fly into our city and then we drive her to 
her destination. She agreed and planned one night at our house on either end of her trip. Later, she decided to extend the time 
to have more days in our home. Not quite two weeks ago, my husband and I took our daughter back to the airport. There were 
genuine hugs and “I love yous” passed all around. It was truly a wonderful visit. God is blessing. He is building back what 
was broken. He truly does make mountains move and giants fall and I am so very, very thankful.

THE PRAYER
Abba Father, thank you for the humble honesty of this witness. Search our hearts and our relationships. Do we have the 
“want” to forgive and mend? Do we have the want to want to seek healing? We know this is the way, for it is the very essence 
of your life in us. Praying in Jesus’ name, amen. 

THE QUESTION
Is there brokenness in your family and its relationships? Might the Holy Spirit be giving you the willingness to begin to pray 
and speak God’s Word over the rift? Start with Numbers 6:24–26.  
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 18, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1;                                                
Psalm 79:1-9 or Ps 4 (UMH 741);                           

1 Timothy 2:1-7;                                              
Luke 16:1-13 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

The State of the Church — Steve Nipper
Steve Nipper’s presentation to the Magnolia First United Methodist Church from 

Sunday, September 11, 2022.  Read it on page six (6) of this newsletter.


