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How to Write Your Own Obituary
Romans 13:8-14 “Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love 
one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of 
God’s law. 9 For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You 
must not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other 
such commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the 
requirements of God’s law. 11 This is all the more urgent, for you know how late 
it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed. 12 The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be 
here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining 
armor of right living. 13 Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives 
for all to see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, 
or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
14 Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t 
let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires.” (NLT)

Over the years, I have been honored to perform many Celebration of Life 
services, many of which were church members I cared about. And yet, for 
others, they were souls whom I had never met! Although this is not always true, 
I have noticed that the obituary is one 
of the most frequently neglected areas 
of a funeral service. It’s not the fault of 
the loved ones who are left behind. 
With tears in my eyes, I know from 
personal experience how challenging 
such a task is to accomplish.  

When a loved one leaves this world 
unexpectedly, our minds are often so 
upset that it’s difficult to think clearly 
enough to remember all the most 
important things about our loved one’s 
life. So, we strain our already emotionally overwhelmed brains and jot down a 
few "sketchy" details about the precious life of our loved ones. The funeral 
director then writes our loved one's obituary. While this is not necessarily bad, I 
think we need to start writing our obituaries today! If we do so, they can reflect 
who we are as believers in Christ Jesus and take the stress off our family and 
friends when that day and time arrives!

Let me tell you about one fellow who did just that! His name was Tom 
Vartabedian, and he worked for a local newspaper in Haverhill, Massachusetts, 



“Labor Day”  
2 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 4 Issue 31

Across 
1. * Happy news for a Job Seeker: "Congratulations! You're 
___!!!"
6. * She held up a sign that said "UNION"
11. Singly: One ___ Time
14. Love Lots
15. Klemperer and Preminger
16. Certain computer system, for short
17. * Givens the Actress
18. Let's Do Math! X - IV = ___
19. * Initials of a famous Director
20. * For short, it was once part of a Painter's signature
21. * Skilled worker
24. Rocky sequel
25. Thailand, once
26. Atomic #28
27. Scraps
28. * A Masseuse may work in one
31. Atomic #51
32. * Sporty Sailor
34. * Custodian
37. * Evert the Tennis Star
39. Killer Whale
40. * Wynette the Singer
42. Icicle holder
43. Wild Goats of the Old World
45. * Recruitment Department, with Human
47. * Deliverer of a certain beverage
49. Towards the Sky
50. Hesitant sounds
51. * Veterinarians care for them
52. Bible section, for short

53. * Trained Technician, tinily
55. Suffix to "Perox"
56. * Secretary's Skill
61. Simple game: ___-Tac-Toe
62. Interjection at the end of a question
63. Chicago loop train
64. "Farewell!"
65. * Julia Roberts' profession requires her to do this
66. * India's first Prime Minister
68. Unit of currency in Kuwait
69. Snake Sound
70. Deuce-Aces
71. Put forth
Down 
1. Long-eared mammal
2. * Silver Screen Star
3. * Monk vestment
4. Ambler and Dickerson
5. * Medical practitioner
6. * Heard in a Health Club: "I'm here because I need a Personal 
Trainer because I have ___ and vigor anymore, and I want it back."
7. Of the ear
8. Abbreviated word with "Hon."
9. * An Artist may choose to create one
10. Formal org.
11. * A Skier may choose to compete in one
12. * Robert De Niro movie
13. People opposed to Policies
22. Capital of Morocco
23. Indignant: Up ___
27. Anesthetic ingredient
28. Certain European
29. * Rescuers on the Roads
30. * Wright, and others
32. Asian nation
33. * This Songwriter (Initials) wrote "Cat's in the Cradle"
35. * Peers
36. * What a Martial Arts expert might teach
38. Term of Time, tinily
41. Not advanced
44. Regina's locale on an env.
46. * A Programmer might be asked to ___ a Computer Program
48. * The hardest job in the World
51. * Breads Baked by a Baker
53. Peak in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado, with Mount
54. Base
56. Caused to be Conveyed
57. * Roman Ruler
58. * Tree that a Forester may encounter
59. * An Otologist is concerned if you can do this
60. Type of Tent
67. "Hello!"
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“Labor Day” —  Solution

n 

Greetings in the name of Christ 
Jesus, our Lord! I hope this 
week has been a blessing to 
you. 

As you might know, the United 
Methodist Church is navigating 
s o m e c h a l l e n g i n g a n d 
uncharted territory. Several 
factors have brought us to this 
unique day and time in United 
Methodist history. Despite that, 
I believe we can navigate these 
choppy waters and come 

through victorious when the current theological storm abates. 
"Theological Storm, what storm?" In a nutshell, our theological 
storm is in the area of church doctrine. 

Some brothers and sisters in Christ feel differently about our 
doctrines. Some believe that we should change some of our 
doctrinal stances. Others disagree. As such, there has been 
vigorous theological debate over the years. By the way, this 
storm has been brewing for many years now.

Over the past 6-months, we have periodically kept everyone 
abreast of the latest happenings via The Visitor and The 
Magnolia Messenger.   

Our bishop instructed all pastors not to take one side but to 
leave church discussions to our church leadership. 
Unfortunately, not all pastors have followed this strong 
recommendation by our bishop. If you were wondering, our 
leadership has not been idly sitting by. We have all been 
watching other churches make big mistakes and have seen the 
trauma and hurt of doing things in the wrong way. Our 
leadership loves you as brothers and sisters in Christ, family, 
and friends. Therefore, we all want to sidestep anything 
potentially hurtful to this beautiful body of believers. 

After carefully watching the hurtful errors of other pastors and 
churches, on August 28, 2022, we began the first of a short 
series of public information sessions during the Sunday morning 
service. Administrative Council chair, Steve Card, spoke about 
the basics of our current theological debate. One of his 
emphases was to articulate our approach to this potentially 
divisive issue. Steve said that we will carefully look at this issue 
with every church member having a voice in this matter. One of 
the errors of other churches is that they only allowed those of 
the same mindset to have a voice and a vote. We will not make 
this same error!

On September 11, 2022, our Lay Leader, Steve Nipper, will 
continue the discussion with a more detailed explanation of this 
process.  

I will leave any follow-up sessions needed to the capable hands 
of the men and women on our leadership committees. 

If you have any questions about the state of the church, local, 
national, or global, please get in touch with Steve Card, Steve 
Nipper, or myself. We will all try our best to lovingly and 
graciously respond. If we don't know an answer, we will 
research and return with the best answer we can find to anyone's 
questions.

Let us pray for God's leading and discernment as we go forward, 
and let us do it following Jesus' call to love God and others.

Mark 12:28-32 Now one of the scribes had come up and heard 
their debate. Noticing how well Jesus had answered them, he 
asked Him, "Which commandment is the most important of 
all?" 29 Jesus replied, "This is the most important: 'Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.'  31 The second is this: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'  No other commandment is greater than 
these." 32 "Right, Teacher," the scribe replied. "You have stated 
correctly that God is One and there is no other but Him, 33 and to 
love Him with all your heart and with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, 
which is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that the man had answered wisely, 
He said, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."
And no one dared to question Him any further.

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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for some 50 years. Throughout his career, he wrote thousands of obituaries. In May of 2016, he wrote one 
about himself. Yes, he wrote his own obituary, and I'd highly recommend that everyone do that too!

You’d think that writing your own obituary might be kind of depressing, but when Tom Vartabedian wrote 
his, he said, "I had written probably the most important story of my life.” 

In his 875-word obituary, Vartabedian wrote that his death followed a "courageous battle" with stage-four 
gastrointestinal cancer. Vartabedian wrote his obituary in May 2016. In November, he died. A story in a 
neighboring paper said four words that come to mind when the name Tom Vartabedian is mentioned: Family, 
Church, Heritage, [and] Haverhill.

Pretty nice, if you ask me!

Obituaries can and should mean a great deal because they should reveal the heart and soul of someone.

So what should you include in your obituary if you are brave enough to write one?  

1. Your academic degrees? 

2. Your accomplishments?  

3. Your financial statement?  

4. How much power you wielded in this world?

How would you like to be remembered? Would you prefer to be remembered as a person whose life was 
characterized by the love of others or as an insufferable jerk who cared about yourself, your wants, and your 
desires?

In the thirteenth chapter of the Book of Romans, the Apostle Paul gives us some instructions about how we 
can lead lives that are pleasing to God, friends, and family. By doing so, we can write an advance copy of our 
obituaries in the hearts and minds of those who know us.

So what does Paul recommend to accomplish this goal? In verse 10, Paul challenges us to live our lives in 
fulfillment of the grand law of God, which says to love God with all of our being and to love neighbors as we 
love ourselves. 

According to Paul, All of the commandments, from "you shall not commit adultery" to "you shall not covet,” 
can be summed up in the word "love" (verse 9). Love is so important that it is the only debt that Paul permits. 
"Owe no one anything," he insists, "except to love one another" (verse 8). 

You might think that you have a long time to live before an obituary is needed: You might be right or you 
might be wrong! Either way, I wonder how our lives, and the lives of those around us, might be better if we 
began writing our own obituaries in the here and now by loving God with all that we've got and loving our 
neighbors as ourselves! I suspect it would make everyone’s life vastly superior! 
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That’s a great benefit, but Paul’s advice is to not wait for another day to live this kind of a life!  

Let’s hear his further advice…

In verses 11 to 13, Paul writes, “This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. 
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is almost gone; the day of 
salvation will soon be here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of 
right living. 13 Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the 
darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and 
jealousy.

In the funny but true words I read on a T-Shirt at Mardel’s Christian store in Little Rock, “Live your life so 
that the preacher won't have to lie at your funeral.”

We are writing our life stories with the choices we make each day - choices that might end up in our 
obituaries, the most important stories of our lives. Our challenge is to live right and "don't leave anything to 
chance," in the words of Vartabedian. In his final column, he wrote, "What you do for yourself invariably dies 
with you. What you do for others lives on and forms legacies.”

So, “What are you doing today to write your own obituary?” 

Truth be told, every choice we make adds a line to the story of our lives whether ,we write them down or not. 
Whether you perform "works of darkness" or "put on the armor of light," you are revealing the core of 
yourself in ways that are known to most folks and will become etched in their hearts and minds.  (verse 12). 

So write your story in the way that you want to be remembered!

Let me suggest two basic patterns from our text to have a great 
obituary:

1.) Loving your neighbor as yourself — How does that strike you? 
What if someone in a far future obituary wrote that you truly loved 
others as you loved yourself?  Would that be how you’d like to be 
remembered?  Would that be the way you’d like folks to think of you 
right now?  

To receive such a write-up, you don't have to have the largest house 
in town, achieve multiple academic degrees of the highest order, or 
even have an impressive financial portfolio. All you have to do is love others with the kind of love God calls 
us to have! By the way, God even gave you His Holy Spirit to empower you to do that!

Let’s listen to two lives that have been changed by the Gospel of Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit, and a 
desire to change:

— Eddie Allen - Eddie Allen was born in South Carolina, the youngest of seven children. After completing 
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high school, he migrated north to Connecticut. There Eddie worked for many years in local factories. He 
married Beverly; they had four daughters, 11 grandchildren, and one great-grandson. 

Eddie's resume was ordinary, but his obituary was extraordinary. "The motto he lived by was 'you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,'" his obituary reports. "Eddie would do whatever he could do to help another. No 
task too big or too small to lend a helping hand." Known as "the Fish Man," he was passionate about deep 
sea fishing and frying fish. "One of his greatest loves was to provide a hot batch of fried fish for any 
occasion." At his home church, he was a cooking team member for various church events. Was Eddie Allen 
successful? Indeed he was. His obituary reports, "Eddie led a successful life because he loved everyone." 

2.) Laying aside works of darkness. How does that one strike you? (Verse 12). Cathryn Thomsen spent most 
of her 93 years in Oregon, where she was very close to friends and family members. For over 50 years, she 
was active with a YMCA group that met "for potlucks, card games, camping trips and performing 
philanthropic deeds." Her obituary describes her as "an exceptional mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother."

But Thomsen's story involves both light and darkness. "Cathryn was proud of her 39 years of sobriety," says 
her obituary. "She was a mentor for many men and women with the story of how she turned her life around. 
She was an inspiration for so many and will continue to be so.”

These are but two examples of writing your own obituary that brings glory and honor to God. Each of us is 
writing our own obituary with the choices we make each day. 

No, let me make this personal. You are writing your own reputation and obituary every day!

Let's not leave anything to chance but let us focus on loving our neighbors as ourselves, laying aside the 
works of darkness, and putting on the Lord Jesus. Such choices will create the core of a life worth living and 
an obituary worth reading! 

Yes, you are writing your own obituary with each day, action, and attitude towards others. You only have one 
life to live, so write a really good one that will inspire others by your life, love, and witness!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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“Labor Day's history is as colorful as it is long”

The First Labor Day

By RONNI SANDROFF  Updated August 24, 2022 

Having the first Monday in September off from work was significant for American workers in 1894, when Labor 
Day was declared a national holiday. Working conditions in the country’s factories, railroads, mills, and mines 
were grim. Employees, including many children, were often required to work 12 hours a day, six days a week, in 
crowded, poorly ventilated spaces. Supervision was harsh and punishments were handed out to those who talked or 
sang as they worked.

Calls for shorter workdays and better conditions came from worker strikes and rallies in the decades after the Civil 
War. On Sept. 5, 1882, union leaders in New York City organized what’s thought to be the first Labor Day parade. 
Tens of thousands of labor union members—bricklayers, jewelers, typographers, dress and cloak makers, and 
many other tradespeople—took unpaid leave and marched with their locals. The day culminated in picnics, 
speeches, fireworks, and dancing.

Labor Day had become an official holiday in 24 states by the time it became a federal holiday. Labor Day parades 
and other festivities demonstrate the strength and esprit de corps of trade and labor organizations. They celebrate 
workers' contributions to the country's strength, prosperity, and well-being.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

• Labor Day was declared a national holiday in 1894 and is observed on the first Monday in September. 
• The roots of Labor Day grew out of violent clashes between labor and police during the Haymarket Riot in 

1886, when thousands of workers in Chicago took to the streets to demand an eight-hour workday.
• Today, Labor Day weekend marks the unofficial end of summer, but worker-oriented Labor Day parades 

and festivities are still part of the federal holiday.
• In recent years, parades were canceled due to the pandemic, although many are resuming in 2022.

For the whole article, https://www.investopedia.com/news/history-labor-day/
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 4, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 18:1-11;                                                 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854);              

Philemon 1-21;                                              
Luke 14:25-33 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

Joining the Faithful at Magnolia First United Methodist Church
According to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 
Church, members make covenant to do the following:

 To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil 
powers of the world, and repent of their sin;

To accept the freedom and power God gives them to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression;

To confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put their whole trust in his 
grace, and promise to serve him as their Lord;

To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve 
as Christ’s representatives in the world;

To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in their power to strengthen its 
ministries;

To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their 
witness;

To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

We rejoice to have received Larry and Joanne Gay into this body of believers on Sunday, August 28, 2022!

May God bless you both as we servive Christ Jesus together!                                                       Pastor Gary


