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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

           August 25, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — The Attitude of Courage 
 
We continue this week by considering how our attitudes can affect our lives and 
those around us! If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to 
"hear" it in an abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so 
later, you can read the whole sermon ("The Attitude of Courage") in the Magno-
lia Messenger for the "rest of the story" Read Ephesians 6:10-20. 
 
Putting Paul’s letter to the Ephesians in contemporary terms, we could restate it 
as follows, “Put on the whole PPE of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.” Paul was warning the church that it was in the 
midst of a battle with an unseen and supernatural force that was out for their de-
struction. Therefore, Paul told the Church at Ephesus they needed some super-
natural offensive and defensive weapons to fight this unseen foe! Paul was writ-
ing this letter to the Ephesians during his first imprisonment. At this point, Paul 
was wearing an ankle bracelet while under house arrest. Still, he must have seen 
Roman soldiers and jailers of every rank on a daily basis. He was very familiar 
with their “PPE.”  
 
Just like the unseen spiritual foe that Paul warns us to fight, we have another 
"unseen" enemy to fight today. As such, we need some special armor, weapons, 
and tactics to fight it, lest we become incapacitated, harm ourselves, and put oth-
ers at risk. 
 
Let’s see if we can look at these battles in a parallel fashion and with similar 
lenses….  
 
To protect ourselves from our spiritual “enemies,” we put on the specialized Per-

sonal Protective Equipment [PPE] we need. Paul uses military metaphors, 
speaking of helmets, swords, breastplates, and so on.  

 
In dealing with our COVID-19 enemies, Let’s see if we can think of the essen-

tial “tools” in our fight, correlating them to the Word of God, the truth, 
righteousness, salvation, and faith to our earthly weapons against this viral 
enemy. 

 
Here goes.… Paul said there was a need for an external source of strength to 
fight this battle — Ephesians 6:10-13 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might.” 
 
Paul was telling the church at Ephesus that, although they had their own natural 
strength and maybe even weapons and armor like a Roman soldier, they needed 
a far superior source of strength. This was warning was given because the enemy 
they faced was not of this world, and even the best armor and swords they had 
would not be enough. They needed a spiritual power that far exceeded that of the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in high places. Likewise, we all need God’s 
strength to fight and win against this foe! 
 

 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Four Friends                                                                      August 29 – September 4, 2021 

Read together:  “Four Friends” (pages 348-353 in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might also read Mark 2:1-12 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Why do you think the friends in the story would work that hard to get their friend to Jesus?  How do 
you work hard to help your friends and family?  
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
What are some things this story helps us learn about Jesus?  Why do you think the people were so 
amazed by Jesus’s miracles?  The four men brought their friend to meet Jesus.  Who brought you to 
meet Jesus?  How did they bring you to meet him? 
 

Family Blessing 
The four friends went out of their way to help their friend who couldn’t walk.  We can go out of our way 
to help our friends and family. 
[Family member’s name], be a faithful friend to everyone you meet.  You are a blessing.  

Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the reminder today to stand on your WORD when 
we don
of control, crazy and unexplainable, you remind us that not one 
sparrow falls without you knowing and you are in complete control 
of our lives.
     The world may be shaken but you NEVER will.  
     Our hearts may be shaken, but you promised that they will 
remain steadfast within us.  
     Our health may be shaken but your word promises healing and 
restoration.
     Our confidence may be shaken but not if it is in you we put our 
trust.
     Our anxiety may be roaring but You remind us to Be STILL and 
know you are God.
 
Thank you today Lord for the firm foundation of Peace that we can 
stand on in this chaotic world. Pour out your wisdom, your grace 
and your mercy upon us.
 
Let us never take for granted the ability to read and study your 
WORD.  Help us to hide in our hearts on a daily basis that we may 
remind ourselves and others the Hope that is found in YOU. 

Although some will disagree with me on this point, I believe that our COVID-19 foe and all of its variants are going neces-
sitate we avail ourselves of “supernatural” strength as well.  Yes, we trust in God for protection, but we also utilize com-
mon sense and an outside source of strength to see us through. Where does this source of strength come from? God, of 
course, but the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are two of the best “supernatural” sources that come to my mind. All of us 
would benefit from this outside source of strength to fight and win against this foe! 
     What else?  Let’s examine Paul’s use of the “armor and weapons” themselves… 
I. The Helmet of Salvation — (1) Physical — The helmet was the primary source of protection for the soldier’s head,  a 
primary target for the enemy to strike. (2) Spiritual — The Helmet of salvation protects the believer’s mind from the at-
tacks of our spiritual enemy, the devil, our own negative thoughts, and the verbal attacks of the world. (3) Viral — We 
live in a world where we face an onslaught of conflicting information. So, we must trust God and our own sense of God-
given reason to make our way through the battlefield of misinformation that flows like water through the various media 
outlets.  
II. The Breastplate of Righteousness — (1) Physical — The breastplate was a protective “Second Skin” designed to 
protect the soldier's torso. (2) Spiritual — The breastplate is the righteousness of God that covers and protects us. (3) Vi-
ral — We are likewise to protect our bodies through healthy living. Getting proper rest, nutrition, and exercise. Keeping 
our attitudes positive and, as believers, taking time to worship God at church or online, studying God’s Word, and being 
active witnesses of our Lord and Savior. By the way, thoroughly washing our hands and the use of sanitizing agents, etc., 
are essential as well! 
III. The Sword of the Spirit — (1) Physical — The sword was the soldier’s primary offensive weapon for close combat. 
(2) Spiritual — The sword of the Spirit is our only offensive weapon. As we share the word of God, we share the Good 
News of the Gospel of Christ. Giving reason for the faith within us with meekness and fear (1 Peter 3:15-17) (3) Viral — 
This reflects our lovingly and clearly sharing accurate information with others and shunning misinformation that creates 
only potential harm, fear, and doubt. 
IV. The Shield of Faith — (1) Physical — The Roman shield was covered in metal and leather and often soaked in water 
to quench all the fiery incoming projectiles. (2) Spiritual — The shield of faith is a crucial piece of spiritual armor in that 
it protects us from the fiery attacks (words, thoughts, etc.) of the evil one himself. (3) Viral —  In addition to being vac-
cinated, our masks act as shields. These special shields slow the spread of COVID-19 to ourselves and those around us. 
IV. The Belt of Truth — (1) Physical — This was the belt that allowed soldiers to carry all their needed equipment in 
combat conditions. (2) Spiritual — The belt of truth protects us from the misinformation/lies of the evil one. (3) Viral — 
This also helps us to rely on the information from trusted sources, like our COVID-19 Virtual Town Hall from last Mon-
day night. 
IV. The Shoes of Peace — (1) Physical — The shoes gave the soldier better traction and protected their feet from injury. 
(2) Spiritual — The “Shoes of peace” are the solid foundation we have in Christ Jesus! (3) Viral — These “shoes” guide 
us away from hazardous situations (Social Distancing, avoidance of large crowds, etc.) and give us a solid foundation of 
protection during these perilous times. 
     Paul concludes this section by urging the Ephesians to diligently continue in prayer for the saints of God. We, too, are 
called to pray for all the saints of God. We pray for those in harm's way, our sick, and those working on the front lines of 
this war against the spiritual forces of wickedness in high places and those battling this pandemic of disease and hatred in 
"low places." 
     The bottom line is this, actively use all of your spiritual armor and sword and use all of your anti-viral armor and weap-
ons to “Protect yourself and others.” And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary   



8/1 Adalee Chesshir 8/17 Mary Alice Colquitt 

8/1 David Cole 8/17 Brooks Lynch 

8/1 Shari Gore 8/17 Chelsea Ross 

8/2 Brandon Hill 8/18 George Black 

8/3 Jeannie Fuller 8/19 Brayden Robichaux 

8/5 Aidan Castleberry 8/19 Floyd Tye 

8/8 Tiffany Fallin 8/20 Leila Dadgar 

8/8 Shanna Griffith 8/23 Marilynn Blackwood 

8/8 Ann Staten 8/23 Chris McCook 

8/8 Jamie Neel 8/23 Robby Metcalf 

8/11 Mattie Belle Epperson 8/25 Jeremy Carter 

8/12 Anne Couch 8/25 Nancy Henry 

8/12 Amy Nelson 8/25 Leslie Sharp 

8/14 Nancy Langley 8/27 Cecil McConnell 

8/14 Mary Helen Martin 8/28  Richard Wood 

8/15 Roger Guevara  8/29 Linda Anders 

8/15 Marie Tosh 8/31  Michael Tosh 

8/16 Lynne Stratton 8/31 Morgan Watson 

FEED THE  

MAGNOLIA PANTHER  

FOOTBALL TEAM 

 

Local churches will be feeding the Panthers 

before each home football game.  FUMC will 

be feeding Friday, September 3, at 3:30 

at the Magnolia High School Cafeteria.  

The cost to feed a player is $5.00.  If you would 

like to feed a player (or several), please mark 

your check “Panther Meal.”  Thank you for your 

support. 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for the reminder today to stand on your WORD when 
we don’t understand the world around us. When things seem out  
of control, crazy and unexplainable, you remind us that not one 
sparrow falls without you knowing and you are in complete control 
of our lives. 
     The world may be shaken but you NEVER will.   
     Our hearts may be shaken, but you promised that they will  
remain steadfast within us.   
     Our health may be shaken but your word promises healing and 
restoration. 
     Our confidence may be shaken but not if it is in you we put our 
trust. 
     Our anxiety may be roaring but You remind us to Be STILL and 
know you are God. 
 
Thank you today Lord for the firm foundation of Peace that we can 
stand on in this chaotic world. Pour out your wisdom, your grace 
and your mercy upon us. 
 
Let us never take for granted the ability to read and study your 
WORD.  Help us to hide in our hearts on a daily basis that we may 
remind ourselves and others the Hope that is found in YOU. Amen 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  AUGUST 26 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Dennis Fuller 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM WHISPER (Zoom)   
MONDAY, AUGUST 30 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   6:00 PM NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING (Averitt) 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 31 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity and World Religions (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   6:00 PM SPRC MEETING (ZOOM) 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
August 1                  $6,979.00 
 Family (9:00)              16  
 Sun. School (9:35)         23   
 Sanctuary (10:15)           46 
August 8     $6,941.00 
 Family (9:00)                    9 
 Sun. School (9:35)          18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            47 
August 15                                                        $6,542.00 
 Family (9:00)                  17 
 Sun. School (9:35)          22 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           60 
August 22 
 Family (9:00)                  14            $2,634.00 
 Sun. School (9:35)          18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            55 

WHISPER BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY, 5:30 p.m.       

 Zoom 

In this 4-session series, Mark Batterson teach-
es what it means for Christians to discern the 
voice of God in their lives. He will introduce 
the seven love languages of God—each of 
them unique and entirely divine. By learning 
to tune in and decipher each language, Mark 
equips believers to hear God’s guidance and 
grow closer to Him.  


