
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       August 24, 2022 

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

ROUND ROBIN WORSHIP SERVICE—MARYSVILLE 

We had 50 in attendance with $471.00 funds raised 
for the SAU Wesley Center and the Magnolia Ministe-

rial Network.  Our total funds raised over the six 
weeks of Round Robin services was 

$2,787.00!  Praise the Lord! 



“Malware in the Church”   
 

[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon; much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger 
for the entire sermon and more!] Read Luke 13:10-17. 

     Norton, McAfee, and others have the purpose of rooting out Malware and viruses to prevent them from infecting your 
computer, Jesus was also rooting out "spiritual malware and viruses" to prevent them from infecting the Kingdom of 
God. 
     Let's look at our passage for this morning and see where Jesus was at work. This scene starts on a Sabbath day with 
Jesus reaching out in love and compassion to a woman who had been crippled for 18 years from spiritual oppression. She 
was bent doubled and could not even stand up straight. Jesus healed of her spiritual oppression, and then He touched her 
for a physical healing. As a result, she was not only healed spiritually and physically, but she praised God for her recov-
ery! And the synagogue leader praised God for the amazing healing and life restored back to fullness! Right? Is that what 
it said? Oh wait, that's what should have happened! Luke writes what did happen, “But the leader in charge of the syna-
gogue was indignant that Jesus had healed her on the Sabbath day. "There are six days of the week for working," he said 
to the crowd. "Come on those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath.” (Luke 13:14) Jesus then blasts them in typical Jesus 
fashion by calling them, hypocrites! Say what? Yes, Jesus called them out for "working" on the Sabbath! He called them 
hypocrites since they also worked on the Sabbath if they had a donkey or ox that needed to be led out for water. Does this 
remind you of any group of people? It reminds me of the hypocrisy of the politicians of our nation, who seem to live by 
the unspoken rule, "Good for thee but not for me!” They play-acted religion, but they didn't know the Writer of the script, 
that being, God. They had no idea how God wanted the lines embodied; through love, mercy, and grace! 
      Jesus told the crowd to beware of hypocrites such as this. Their piety and moralizing seemed good initially, but cold 
legalism can get inside us and foul God's intent for us. These religious leaders were Malware — spiritual, viral infections, 
not only giving the wrong message but doing real damage to hurting people.  We know the synagogue leader was a hypo-
crite, amongst others, that day, but the chilling question of the hour is, "Are we malware that is damaging the church?” 
Are we like the religious leaders of Jesus' day, condemning others for the same thing we do? Or do we sin differently and 
more acceptably, at least according to the world? Truth be told, the secular world considers the church to be filled with 
hypocrites. When I've heard someone say this, I have responded, "Well, if you come to church, one more hypocrite won't 
hurt!"  Hypocrites in church? A Barna research study confirms this perception. A 2007 study showed that lifestyles 
of "born-again Christians" were statistically equivalent to those of nonbelievers. "When reporting activities from their pre-
vious 30 days, both groups were equally likely to gamble, view pornography, take something that didn't belong to them, 
physically fight or abuse someone, get drunk, use an illegal drug, intentionally lie, seek revenge or gossip.” Ponder that 
thought for a moment — there was no statistical difference between the habits of Christians and non-Christians.  
     So what can we do about this? Let's consider the antidotes to hypocrisy. Our computers have firewalls and virus scans. 
What attitudes and practices are the equivalents in our church and personal lives? 
 
1. Small things can make a huge impact — A tiny bit of malicious computer code can destroy a computer, steal im-
portant data, or cause a loss of personal finances.  Our small choices can do similar things: The way we interact with each 
other can make a big difference! Do we brighten a room when we enter it or by leaving it? How do we treat others at our 
local restaurants and stores? How do we tip after dining? 25 cent and a turn or burn Bible tract? That would be a blessing 
to someone! How we treat each other. Do we listen to each other or talk right over others like their voice didn't mat-
ter? Not a good feeling! If we don't listen to each other, it sends the message that what you have to say is unimportant! I 
love God's calling on my life; therefore, I love preaching, but I have another small reason I love preaching. A point of per-
sonal testimony here, but it's the only time I can speak without someone interrupting me or talking over me like I wasn't 
there!  
2. Choose authenticity — Don't just be a Sunday Christian, but be one every day of the week! Instead of being a hypo-
crite, let's admit our shortcomings and be open to other imperfect people. They might just feel more welcome in our if we 
do so! In Austin, Texas, author and pastor John Burke makes being transparently imperfect the rule, not the exception. His 
Gateway Church slogan is "No Perfect People Allowed." A Colorado church welcomes people each week with the 
phrase "You are accepted here … just as you are." In Las Vegas, Central Community Church says, "It's okay not to be 
okay." I like all of them!!! 
3. Walk in love, forgiveness, mercy, and grace toward others. Freely you have been forgiven, despite occasionally be-
ing a hypocrite, so we should extend God's love, grace, and mercy towards others!  
4. Live out the faith once and for all given to us and, as 1 Peter 2:5 says, "And you are living stones that God is build-
ing into his spiritual temple. What's more, you are his holy priests." The only perfectly safe computer is one that's turned 
off or disconnected from the Internet. In the same way, the only perfectly safe Christian is a dead one — unable to make 
the mistakes that might lead others to dismiss us as hypocrites. 
 
Let's live out our faith and shine the light of Christ on all we meet!  Remember that you have been blessed to be a bless-
ing. So be one!                                                                                         Pastor Gary 



8/1 Adalee Chesshir 8/17 Brooks Lynch 

8/1 David Cole 8/17 Chelsea Ross 

8/1 Shari Gore 8/18 George Black 

8/2 Brandon Hill 8/19 Brayden Robichaux 

8/3 Jeannie Fuller 8/19 Floyd Tye 

8/5 Aidan Castleberry 8/20 Leila Dadgar 

8/8 Tiffany Fallin 8/23 Marilynn Blackwood 

8/8 Shanna Griffith 8/23 Chris McCook 

8/8 Ann Staten 8/23 Robby Metcalf 

8/11 Mattie Belle Epperson 8/25 Jeremy Carter 

8/12 Anne Couch 8/25 Nancy Henry 

8/12 Amy Nelson 8/25 Leslie Sharp 

8/14 Nancy Langley 8/27 Cecil McConnell 

8/15 Roger Guevara 8/28  Richard Wood 

8/15 Marie Tosh 8/29 Linda Anders 

8/16 Lynne Stratton  8/31  Michael Tosh 

8/17 Mary Alice Colquitt 8/31 Morgan Watson 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL TIME YOUTH DIRECTOR  
POSITION 

 
Please send your resume to: 

 
Email:  terryray594@yahoo.com  and 

gary.maskell@arumc.org 
 

Website: magnolia@fumc.org   
On FB: The Spring at FUMC Magnolia 

Office: 870-234-4530  
Pastor Gary Maskell’s cell: 870-820-5502 

or Bo Ray’s cell: 870-904-2775 
 

 
        First United Methodist 

Church 
320 W. Main St. 

Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
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Back-to-school humor 

What kind of school do you go to if you’re 
… 
… an ice cream man? Sundae school 
… a giant? High school 
… a surfer? Boarding school 
… King Arthur? Knight school 
 
Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for 
water? 
Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O 
Teacher: What are you talking about? 
Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O. 
 
Math teacher: A person from LA drove to-
ward New York at 250 miles per hour as a 
person from New York drove toward LA at 
150 miles per hour. Where did they meet? 
Student: In jail! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
MONDAY, AUGUST 29 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30 
8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   5:30 PM NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING (AVERITT) 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBWER 1 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
August 7             $8,472.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 18    
                Sanctuary (10:15)           70    
 
August 14       $3,451.00          
  Sunday School (9:15)     17 
  Sanctuary (10:15)            65 
  Round Robin Worship   75  
 
August 21                                                            $3,900.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)      20 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             89 
                         
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Tuesday, August 30 
5:30 p.m. 

Averitt Hall 

TV MINISTRY UPDATE 

We are anticipating the TV Ministry 

back on-line beginning the 

first of September.  More 

information to come as we 

get it. 


