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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       August 17, 2022 

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

ROUND ROBIN WORSHIP SERVICE—FUMC 



“Taste and See”   
 

[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon; much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Mes-
senger for the entire sermon and more!] Read Psalm 34:1-8. 
 
     In Africa, there is a fruit known as the “Miracle Berry,” more commonly called the “Taste Berry.” When eaten, 
the “Taste Berry” causes sour foods like lemons and limes to taste sweet. This effect is due to a glycoprotein 
called miraculin. It is a taste modifier extracted from the fruit Synsepalum dulcificum. Sour fruit or anything sour, 
including vinegar, eaten within a short span after eating a Taste Berry tastes delicious and sweet! 
     With all of the strife and division in the world, our country, and even our churches, it would be great if we could 
find the spiritual and emotional equivalent of a “taste berry” to consume regularly. Such a thing could help us trans-
form some of the bitter messes we come in contact with into sweet and pleasant things. We could just down a couple 
of emotional, spiritual taste berries, and we could swallow some of our problems like there was nothing to them! 
You don’t need to travel to distant and exotic lands to find a “taste berry” to eat. I believe our passage for this morn-
ing might just contain the “seeds” for a spiritual miracle berry that is ready to plant, harvest, and consume.  
     The Psalmist writes of what can turn our "sour" life experiences into something sweet! Let's dive into this pas-
sage and see if there are some areas in our lives where we can till the soils and plant the seeds for our spiritual taste 
berries! 
I. Praise — The first area that jumps out is praise. Too often, our praise and rejoicing are scant at best, even when 
things are going well! But when times of difficulty arise, most of us are hard-pressed to continue praising God. But 
David steps out in faith to not just praise God in the times of blessing. Still, David said, "I will praise the Lord at all 
times. I will constantly speak his praises." (v.1). In essence, David was saying, "Lord, I will praise you in the good 
times and the bad times!" 
II.Testimony — David next tells us why praise is flowing from his lips. David informs us that God had delivered 
him from all of his fears. Oh, how much easier life would be if we could be free from our fears. Our faces would be 
lifted from the weight of the daily burdens many carry. We are assured that when we cry out in despair, God will 
hear us and give us His peace which passes all understanding! I can tell you that many sour and unpleasant things in 
my life were made more palatable by the "Taste Berry" of God's presence. David even encouraged us to sample 
some of God's "Taste Berry" when he wrote, "Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take 
refuge in him!" (v.8). David wasn't preaching some theoretical theological ideals. He was preaching what he experi-
entially knew was true. That God was good, that God hears the cry of the righteous, God will answer. Maybe not in 
your timing or mine, but God will answer! In short, let me say that God has brought joy to my heart amidst numer-
ous times of terrible sadness and heartbreak. 
III.Wisdom and Teaching — In the remainder of the Psalm, David takes on the role of a teacher as he shares the 
wisdom and knowledge God had taught him. In verse 11, he wrote, “Come, my children, and listen to me, and I will 
teach you to fear the Lord.” David begins by asking the rhetorical question, “Does anyone want to live a life that is 
long and prosperous?” (v.12). Once David is satisfied that the expected affirmative answer has been arrived at, he 
goes on to give us the prescription for happiness in this world and the world to come. In rapid succession in vs. 12-
14: (a) Keep your tongue from speaking evil. (b) Keep your lips from telling lies. (c) Turn away from evil and do 
good. (d) Work hard at living in peace with others. You might ask, "Why do these things when we sometimes might 
be inclined to do otherwise?” Here’s why: David teaches about blessings and curses: Curses: (a) “But the Lord turns 
his face against those who do evil; he will erase their memory from the earth.” (Verse 16) (b) “Calamity will surely 
destroy the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be punished.” (v. 21) Blessings: (a) “The Lord hears his 
people when they call to him for help.” (v. 17) (b) “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose 
spirits are crushed.” (v.18) (c) “The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each 
time.” (v. 19) (d) “For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken!”  (v.20) (e) “But the 
Lord will redeem those who serve him. No one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.”  (v.22) 
     Let me close by sharing one more of my favorite passages. The Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, 
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has 
done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard 
your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” God is with us through all the trials, tribulations, and bitterness 
the world throws at us. He promised to never leave us nor forsake us.  
     Perhaps you are going through an extraordinarily sour and distressing time in your life. Maybe things seem hope-
less, and life has left a bad taste in your mouth. If so, come to Him this morning, and you too can taste and see that 
the Lord is good! 
 
You have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!                                                                           Pastor Gary 



8/1 Adalee Chesshir 8/17 Brooks Lynch 

8/1 David Cole 8/17 Chelsea Ross 

8/1 Shari Gore 8/18 George Black 

8/2 Brandon Hill 8/19 Brayden Robichaux 

8/3 Jeannie Fuller 8/19 Floyd Tye 

8/5 Aidan Castleberry 8/20 Leila Dadgar 

8/8 Tiffany Fallin 8/23 Marilynn Blackwood 

8/8 Shanna Griffith 8/23 Chris McCook 

8/8 Ann Staten 8/23 Robby Metcalf 

8/11 Mattie Belle Epperson 8/25 Jeremy Carter 

8/12 Anne Couch 8/25 Nancy Henry 

8/12 Amy Nelson 8/25 Leslie Sharp 

8/14 Nancy Langley 8/27 Cecil McConnell 

8/15 Roger Guevara 8/28  Richard Wood 

8/15 Marie Tosh 8/29 Linda Anders 

8/16 Lynne Stratton  8/31  Michael Tosh 

8/17 Mary Alice Colquitt 8/31 Morgan Watson 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Billie Dadgar 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
MONDAY, AUGUST 22 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
August 7             $8,472.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 18    
                Sanctuary (10:15)           70    
 
August 14       $3,451.00          
  Sunday School (9:15)     17 
  Sanctuary (10:15)            65 
  Round Robin Worship   75  
                         
 

MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL  
BEGINS  

MONDAY, AUGUST 22 

August 21 

The offering from Round Robin Worship 

Service at FUMC on Sunday night raised 

$750.00 and will be distributed evenly to 

the SAU Wesley Foundation and Ministe-

rial Alliance Benevolence Fund. 


