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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

           August 11, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — The Attitude of Gratitude Revisited 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very abbreviated format, 
then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole sermon ("The Attitude of 
Determination") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" Read Colossians 3:15-17. We 
continue this week considering how our attitudes can affect our lives and those around us! 
 
In a world filled with “entitled” folks, remembering to actively integrate the attitudes of gratitude and 
appreciation for God, the people in our lives, and the things we have been blessed with is of para-
mount importance. When we do so, our praise and worship of God, the love of others, and our happi-
ness in life can blossom. There is a wonderful story about how the attitude of gratitude and apprecia-
tion from the late Zig Ziglar. The following contains direct quotes and paraphrase from one of Zig’s 
talks.  A number of years ago, Lori Majors. my executive assistant, got a phone call from a lady in 
Birmingham Alabama. Majors told Zig, “I believe this woman thinks she's got an impossible problem 
but I believe you can solve that problem with her in just a few minutes, if you will spend that time with 
her.” I said, “Well, Lori tell her to meet me backstage. I'll get there about 10 minutes early.” Well, I 
got there and I was on backstage behind the curtain on one side and she spotted me from the other 
side. As she walked across the stage, I have never seen as much anger in a human being in my life as I 
saw in her. She said “Oh, I'm just so glad to see you. I’ve got this horrible job. I hate it! I hate 
everything about it! I hate everybody down there!” I mean, are you talking about negative Nell? She 
was it and she said, “Can you help me to understand?” Zig said that he looked at the lady and in a 
kindly way he said, “Yes I can help you understand and you know ma'am I'm afraid your problem it's 
about to get worse” She said, “What do you mean?” Zig said, “I believe they're gonna fire you!” She 
said, “Fire me! Why on earth would they fire me?” The inflection in her voice clearly said she thought 
her co-workers were the bad guys and she was the good guy. She said, “Why don't they fire them and 
keep me?” Have you ever noticed that people who are the problem never recognize that they are the 
problem? Zig said, “Ma'am, I don't believe there's a company in America big enough to contain this 
much poison in one small spot — Some people do really like to find fault like there's a reward for it. 
 

The woman looked at Zig and said, “What can I do?” Zig said, “Do you really want to know?” She 
said “Yes, I do, that’s the reason I came to see you. I came looking for help, but you sure haven’t been 

any help so far!” Zig said, “Well, ma'am I've got an idea and I will absolutely guarantee you — it 
positively, definitely, absolutely will work. If you will just do it!” She said, “I'll try anything within 

reason.” Zig said, “Okay, when you get home tonight, all of your household tasks are complete, and 
it’s bedtime. Get off in a room right by yourself, get a sheet of paper out and at the top of it write, “I 
like my job because…” She interrupted Zig and said, “That'll be easy, because I don't like anything 
about that job and I don't like anything about those people down there!” Zig said, “Well, just as a 

matter of curiosity. Do you work there for benevolent reasons or do they pay you for working there?” 
She said, “Well, I’ve got to confess, they pay me.” Zig said, “You don't like to be paid?” She said, 

“Yes, I do.” Zig said, “Okay, tell you what you do, open your notebook right now. We'll start our list 
of the things you like about your job. They pay you for working there and you do like it, don’t you?” 

Zig said that she just stood there! He finally said, “No, open your notebook now and we'll get busy on 
the list.” She just stood there. Zig eventually said,“Well ma’am, let me tell you something. Unless 

you’re willing to take step number one right now, it's been nice talking with you.” As it turned out, not 
only did they pay her for working there, but they paid her above average, a private office, she had 

three weeks vacation with pay, she had a retirement program, she had profit-sharing, she had health 
insurance, life insurance, and accident insurance. She lived less than ten minutes from work, she was 

in on management decisions, and the company sent her to three full paid seminars a year. She 
ultimately wrote twenty-two things that she liked about her job. Zig said, “Ma’am, when you get home 
tonight everything and everything is finished for the day, get off in a room by yourself, close the doors 

and change one word from ‘I like my job.’ to ‘I love my job!’”  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Paul and Silas                                                                                       August 15-21, 2021 

Read together:  “Paul and Silas” (pages 535-539 in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might also read Acts 16:16-40 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Why do you think Paul and Silas were praying and singing in jail?  What are some places you pray?  
When do you like to sing?  How do you feel when you pray or sing? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
Why do you think Paul and Silas didn’t run away after the earthquake?  The jailer heard about Jesus 
and believed.  What do you believe about Jesus?  
 

Family Blessing 
God is always there, even when things are hard or scary.  Praying and singing can help us remember to 
look for God wherever we are.    
[Family member’s name], keep praying and singing.  You are a blessing.  

Local churches will be feeding the Panthers 

before each home football game.  

be feeding Friday, September 3, at 3:30 

at the Magnolia High School Cafeteria. 

The cost to feed a player is $5.00.  If you would 

like to feed a player (or several), please mark 

your check 

support.

Then get in front of that mirror and with excitement and enthusiasm say, (1) I love my job because they pay me for working 
there. (2) I love my job because they pay me above average wages. (3) I love my job because I have a wonderful insurance 
program. (4) Say, ‘I love my job…’ before every one of the statements.” 
 
You see, there’s something powerful in saying, “I like my job!” In essence, she is really saying I'm grateful for my job and 
of all of the emotions we can have, according to Hans Selye the number one stress specialist in America, the healthiest of all 
human emotions is gratitude! Zig said, “You go down that list —  “I like my job and I love my job!” That is a way of gratitu-
de and I guarantee that you'll sleep better the first night. Then, tomorrow morning when you get up, get back in front of the 
mirror just before you go to work and repeat the process again. With excitement and enthusiasm say, ‘I love my job becau-
se…” Take the list with you and see if you to add to that list! If she did this this every day, she would be well on her to an 
astonishing recovery from her advanced case of stinking thinking. Well, six weeks, later Zig was back in Birmingham, 
Alabama doing a follow-up sales seminar. Now, the lady was not in sales but she had been listening to my tapes. There she 
was at this sales seminar, seated on the front row, grinning so wide she could have eaten a banana sideways. Zig said, “I’m 
telling you, you're talking about somebody that was excited!” Zig said, “Well, how are doing?” She grinned even more 
broadly and said, “Mr. Ziegler, I’m doing wonderfully well and thank you for asking!” She said, “You cannot believe how 
much those people down there have changed!” 
 
Zig added, “I’ve got some valuable information for you, you're not gonna change anybody else, until you change you! 
Everything really does begin with you. Now, you see the unfortunate thing is that this lady had been raised in a very 
negative environment: First her parents told her that she would never amount to anything. They said, “You know you’re 
always late, you’re always sloppy. Why can't you be like your brother or your sister or whatever?” When she got married 
her husband had continued saying these negative things and so her self-talk had become completely negative. Everything 
she said about herself was negative. But when she started changing the input, then some radical changes took place!” 
 
As Zig Ziglar told her to do, when we begin to take an inventory of our lives and the blessings we have received, we too 
might just begin to see the world and all that God has blessed us with in a new and different light. As Zig had said, write 
down all of the things you are grateful for and appreciate in your life and in others. Then first thing in the morning, look at 
yourself in the mirror and speak them out-loud with excitement and enthusiasm! Take the list to work with you and refer to 
it during the day and then repeat the mirror ritual before you go to bed at night. Do that and not only might you sleep better, 
but your praise, worship, and gratitude toward God will improve and those around will begin to see a nicer person to be 
around! As your attitude changes for the better, you will begin to paint a brighter picture for the world to see and for you to 
enjoy!  
 
There is a Christian hymn that sums this notion up in four simple verses and one chorus. It is entitled, “Count Your Bless-
ings.” By the way, you can count those blessings on the good days and you can even count them during the storms of life! 
Not sure?  Here’s the first stanza, “When upon life’s billows you are tempest-tossed, When you are discouraged, thinking all 
is lost, Count your many blessings; name them one by one, And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 
 
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

Pastor Gary    



8/1 Adalee Chesshir 8/17 Mary Alice Colquitt 

8/1 David Cole 8/17 Brooks Lynch 

8/1 Shari Gore 8/17 Chelsea Ross 

8/2 Brandon Hill 8/18 George Black 

8/3 Jeannie Fuller 8/19 Brayden Robichaux 

8/5 Aidan Castleberry 8/19 Floyd Tye 

8/8 Tiffany Fallin 8/20 Leila Dadgar 

8/8 Shanna Griffith 8/23 Marilynn Blackwood 

8/8 Ann Staten 8/23 Chris McCook 

8/8 Jamie Neel 8/23 Robby Metcalf 

8/11 Mattie Belle Epperson 8/25 Jeremy Carter 

8/12 Anne Couch 8/25 Nancy Henry 

8/12 Amy Nelson 8/25 Leslie Sharp 

8/14 Nancy Langley 8/27 Cecil McConnell 

8/14 Mary Helen Martin 8/28  Richard Wood 

8/15 Roger Guevara  8/29 Linda Anders 

8/15 Marie Tosh 8/31  Michael Tosh 

8/16 Lynne Stratton 8/31 Morgan Watson 

MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL  

BEGINS  

MONDAY, AUGUST 16 

FEED THE  

MAGNOLIA PANTHER  

FOOTBALL TEAM 

 

Local churches will be feeding the Panthers 

before each home football game.  FUMC will 

be feeding Friday, September 3, at 3:30 

at the Magnolia High School Cafeteria.  

The cost to feed a player is $5.00.  If you would 

like to feed a player (or several), please mark 

your check “Panther Meal.”  Thank you for your 

support. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  AUGUST 12 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Larry Kelso 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs  
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY (MAX ON LIFE)  Zoom 
MONDAY, AUGUST 16 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity and World Religions (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
         

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
August 1                  $6,979.00 
 Family (9:00)              16  
 Sun. School (9:35)         23   
 Sanctuary (10:15)           46 
August 8     $6,941.00 
 Family (9:00)                    9 
 Sun. School (9:35)          18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            47 

Max on Life  
Bible Study 

Sunday at 5:30 pm 
 

Join us via Zoom at 5:30 for our 
new study by Max Lucado! The 
study is, "Max on Life" and is an eight-week 
study.  

Join Zoom Meeting for our Sunday even-
ing group to begin our new study! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?pwd=YU5QcmQ1Qkhubldla1BCdXVsQ25jdz09

