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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

           August 4, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap!  
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very ab-
breviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read 
the whole sermon ("The Attitude of Determination") in the Magnolia Messenger for 
the "rest of the story" Read Matthew 6:25-34. We continue examining our attitudes 
as outlined in James Moore's book, "Attitude is Your Paintbrush - It Colors Every 
Situation" I will heavily rely on James Moore's text. I recommend picking up a copy 
for many encouraging stories! In our first week, we looked at our attitudes towards 
gratitude, confidence, and compassion. Last week, we considered our attitude toward 
God, and this week we look at our attitude of determination in three specific areas. 
 
James Moore shares this interesting illustration; he asks, "Do you know what it means 
to "sail under sealed orders"? "Anyone who has been in the Navy knows what that 
means. A ship is in the dock—perhaps at midnight. The crew is ready to sail, but they 
are waiting for their orders. Suddenly, an envelope comes to the captain on the bridge 
of the ship. The envelope is sealed. The captain knows that inside the envelope are 
the crew's orders, the details of the ship's mission and destination. Stamped on the 
front of the envelope, however, are the words' sailing under sealed orders,' and print-
ed on the outside of the envelope are some coordinates of latitude and longitude— a 
place in the middle of the ocean to which they are to sail. For the sake of military 
secrecy, the captain has been trained not to open the envelope until he arrives at that 
spot in the middle of the ocean. So, the ship and crew set sail, knowing not where 
they go but trusting headquarters. When the ship reaches those coordinates of latitude 
and longitude, the captain opens the envelope and discovers their destination and 
mission. In a sense, the Christian faith is like that. We don't receive all the infor-
mation for our lives at once. We get just enough information to get to our next desti-
nation. We move along, placing our confidence in headquarters; we move forward 
with confidence in God. We 'sail under sealed orders' until we arrive at that place 
where God says, "Okay, you've made it this far. Now here is your next move.'" 
 
1.) Be Determined to follow Scripture's clear guidance as to how we can have a 
strong relationship with God. This will sound like a broken record, but to follow 
our orders from God, we are to use all of the means of grace at our disposal, as John 
Wesley would say, to stay in love with God. What are some of those means of 
grace? Prayer, Searching the Scriptures, meditating on God's Word, Baptism, partak-
ing of the Lord's Supper, and Christian fellowship are the primary means of grace 
that keep us connected with God, each other, and keep us growing in the faith! A 
magnifying glass can increase the size of any object viewed, it can also start a fire. 
Similarly, the means of grace can also magnify God’s glory in our hearts and start a 
fire of passion and love for God with us! 
 

 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Praise God                                                                                                      August 8-14, 2021 

Read together:  “Praise God” (pages 158-159 in the Spark Story Bible).  Be sure to  
read Psalm 8 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
What are some wonderful things God has created?   Why do you think people are so important to God?  How has 
God shown you that you are important to him?  
 

 Family conversation cues (older children) 
What do you think David might have been feeling when he wrote this Psalm?  What amazes you about God?  
What are some ways you praise God?  How has God shown you that you are important to him? 
 

Family Blessing 
When we see a huge night sky full of stars, we may be overwhelmed by all God has done, by how powerful God 
is.  Remember, God cares very much for you.  [Family member’s name], God surrounds you with his love and 
power.  You are a blessing.   

2.) Be Determined to have a strong relationship with your Family — There is a story I heard years ago that 
was applied to the church but is just as appropriate for our families as well! A member of a particular church, 
who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, the pastor decided to 
visit him. It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing 
the reason for his pastor's visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a big chair near the fireplace, and waited. The 
pastor made himself comfortable but said nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the play of the flames 
around the burning logs. After some minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burn-
ing ember, and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent. The host 
watched all this in quiet fascination. As the one lone ember's flame diminished, there was a momentary glow, 
and then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and "dead as a doornail." Not a word had been spoken since the 
initial greeting. Just before the pastor was ready to leave, he picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in 
the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow once more with the light and warmth of the burning coals 
around it. As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said, "Thank you so much for your visit and especially 
for the fiery sermon. I shall be back in church next Sunday." When we are determined to draw close to our fami-
lies and friends, we can keep the fires of love, passion, mercy, and grace burning brightly! 
3.) Be Determined to have a strong relationship with your Church — In the early 1970s, a large commercial 
airplane was taxiing for takeoff at a major airport. The flight attendant was walking down the aisle to see that all 
passengers had their seatbelts securely fastened. She came upon one man whose seatbelt was carelessly thrown 
to one side. Instantly, she recognized the man. It was Muhammad Ali, who was at the time boxing's heavyweight 
champion of the world. "Sir," she said with a smile, "you need to fasten your seatbelt." Ali grinned at her and, as 
only he could, said, "Superman don't need no seatbelt!" The flight attendant was quick with her re-
sponse: "Honey, Superman don't need no airplane!" We all need a spiritual seatbelt. We all need to feed our 
souls. We all need the church and the means of grace that God has blessed us with. Sometimes we get out in the 
world, and we think, "I'm Superman, or I'm Superwoman, and I don't need the church!" But let me tell you some-
thing with all the feeling I have in my heart: You need the church! I need the church! We all need the church! 
When we decide to disconnect ourselves from the church, we can slowly grow cold in our faith and love for our 
brothers and sisters in the Lord! But when we decide to stay in close communion with our church family, we will 
be built up in the faith and encourage each other to greater acts of love and service! In Hebrews 10:25, we 
read, "And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially 
now that the day of his return is drawing near."  
 
So there we have it.   

Be determined to let Scripture guide you. 
Be determined to stay close to your family. 
Be determined to have a strong relationship with your church. 

 

So you might be thinking that this is good advice and you'd be right. It is good advice, but just like anything, we 
must put it into practice for it to be beneficial! James tells us, "But don't just listen to God's word. You must do 
what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves." James 1:22 
 

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                                    Pastor Gary    



8/1 Adalee Chesshir 8/17 Mary Alice Colquitt 

8/1 David Cole 8/17 Brooks Lynch 

8/1 Shari Gore 8/17 Chelsea Ross 

8/2 Brandon Hill 8/18 George Black 

8/3 Jeannie Fuller 8/19 Brayden Robichaux 

8/5 Aidan Castleberry 8/19 Floyd Tye 

8/8 Tiffany Fallin 8/20 Leila Dadgar 

8/8 Shanna Griffith 8/23 Marilynn Blackwood 

8/8 Ann Staten 8/23 Chris McCook 

8/11 Mattie Belle Epperson 8/23 Robby Metcalf 

8/12 Anne Couch 8/25 Jeremy Carter 

8/12 Amy Nelson 8/25 Nancy Henry 

8/14 Nancy Langley 8/25 Leslie Sharp 

8/14 Mary Helen Martin 8/27 Cecil McConnell 

8/15 Roger Guevara 8/28  Richard Wood 

8/15 Marie Tosh  8/29 Linda Anders 

8/16 Lynne Stratton 8/31  Michael Tosh 

  8/31 Morgan Watson 

MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL  

BEGINS  

MONDAY, AUGUST 16 

    Update on Memorial Garden 
A Biblical Garden 

 

     A huge thank you to Jayson Thomas for 
choosing to update the FUMC Garden for 
his Eagle Scout project.  Our Memorial 
Garden has been transformed — it was 
power washed and pruned with new bench-
es and rose bushes added! He was assisted 
by his dad, Marcus Thomas, friends Eli 
Fields, Ethan Franks, and Zander Taylor. 
     The late Otis “Buddy” Franks and Allen 
Franks donated the Memorial Garden in 
2001 in memory of his late wife Dot Franks 
and his daughter, Suzanne Franks. All the 
plants in the Memorial Garden represent 
biblical plants, such as palm, fig, apple, ol-
ive, juniper, and Cedar of Lebanon.  
     Our love and thanks go to Jayson and his 
family and friends for this wonderful bless-
ings. 
      
Pastor Gary Maskell and the entire  
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
Family 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  AUGUST 5 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by David Cole 
 Spares and Pairs - Upstairs - led by Sheri Cheatham 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY (MAX ON LIFE)  Zoom 
MONDAY, AUGUST 8 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity and World Religions (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 11 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
         

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
August 1 
 Family (9:00)              16  
 Sun. School (9:35)         23   
 Sanctuary (10:15)           46 

Max on Life  
Bible Study 

Sunday at 5:30 pm 
 

Join us via Zoom at 5:30 for our 
new study by Max Lucado! The 
study is, "Max on Life" and is an eight-week 
study.  

Join Zoom Meeting for our Sunday even-
ing group to begin our new study! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?

 

A huge Thank You to Richard Wood for repair-

ing the sprinkler system in the Memorial Garden 

area.  He spent all week working on this project and 

we are grateful for his  hard work.  Chance Thornton 

of Chance’s Sprinkler & Lighting donated the mate-

rials that were needed.  Thank you to Chance as 

well. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?pwd=YU5QcmQ1Qkhubldla1BCdXVsQ25jdz09

