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Taste and See
When I was growing up, I rarely ever cooked anything beyond opening up a can of 
Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup. Not much changed even into graduate school.  My 
foray into cooking expanded into the deeper culinary realms of Ramen Noodles and 
boxes of Kraft Macaroni and Cheese! But as I approached my junior year at Life 
University, something came over me.  Call it a cooking and baking bug ,but whatever it 
was, it hit me!  I started going through some old cookbooks, and I was off and running! 
From Lebkuchen to somewhat fancy main courses, I was having a blast. If you didn’t 
know, Lebkuchen are German Spice Cookies traditionally served at Christmas! I was 
having that ordered a neat speech rack from the McCormick website that came with a 
dozen or so spices to fill the shelves. Those spices jazzed up even the more ordinary 
dishes and made sour dishes palatable and sweet! 

I couldn’t help thinking about the many situations we face in life that often leave a 
bitter taste in our mouths. The sour fruit we are so generously offered by others and life 
in general frequently sticks in our throats like those cheap, uncoated aspirin tablets 
from the dollar store.

Even the victories we might occasionally experience are not enough to soothe the 
emotional trauma we have suffered. It makes me recall one of those memorable songs 
from the Disney movie Mary Poppins. The song contains the phrase, “Just a spoonful 
of sugar makes the medicine go down…In a most delightful way!” Sugar often did a 
great job of sweetening up many a bland food, but despite the encouraging words of 
Mary Poppins, there were still many unpleasant-tasting foods that sugar was unable to 
help! I had often wished there was something that might work a little better than a 
spoonful of sugar with some of my least favorite foods.

Well, strangely enough, there is something that might have filled the bill!  

In Africa, there is a fruit known as the “Miracle Berry” or more commonly called the 
“Taste Berry.” When eaten, the “Taste Berry” causes sour foods Like lemons and 
limes to taste sweet. This effect is due to a substance called miraculin, which is a taste 
modifier. It is a glycoprotein extracted from the fruit of Synsepalum dulcificum. Sour 
fruit or anything sour, including vinegar, even if eaten sometime after the Taste Berry 
is consumed, still tastes delicious and sweet!
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Across 

1. * Title (for short) of Elvis' manager, Tom Parker
4. Nonkosher
8. * JANUARY 8TH, 1935: In a two-room house in Tupelo, Mississippi, to 
Gladys and Vernon Presley, Elvis ___ Presley was born (His twin brother Jesse 
Garon was stillborn, leaving Elvis to grow up as an only child)
12. Very much
14. * Heard back in 1968: "You should have watched Elvis' comeback special last 
night. Everyone ___ about it!"
16. Fide completer
17. Not His, flipped around?
18. * #20A was ___ concert performance that thrilled millions of Elvis fans 
around the world
19. * Music Store comment: "I'm going to ___ record by Elvis to add to my 
growing collection."
20. * 'Elvis: Aloha from ___': Mr. Presley's concert special which was broadcast 
via satellite from the Honolulu International Center Arena on January 14th, 1973
22. Contact Completer
24. Foot Warmers, without the "ks"
25. Mathematics term
27. * Elvis sang it
29. * Leiber and Stoller wrote it for Elvis, with "Nova Baby"
32. * Initials of the British singer who shares the same first name as Mr. Presley
34. Musical Term that means "Change"
35. House Siding, minus the "minum"
36. French Sudan
38. Some are made of terrycloth
41. * Elvis Presley, with "The"
45. Q. "Is the ___ organ?" A. "Yes, it is."
46. Ruler of Russia
47. Sit, ___, Sit! (Slogan of a television production company)
48. * Like a #49D, all shook up?
50. Garde completer
51. * Because an agreement was never reached on contractual terms, instead of 
Elvis Presley, #44D took the male lead opposite Barbra Streisand in this movie of 
1976: "___ is Born"
53. * "Don't ___": Elvis sang it on "The Ed Sullivan Show" (TV)
56. Before weekend acronym heard in the office

58. Person of Indo-China
59. Dutch cheese
61. * Elvis was inducted into the ___ on March 24th, '58 (He was then stationed in 
West Germany where he met his future wife, Priscilla Beaulieu. They were married 
on May 1st, 1967, and had a little baby girl, Lisa Marie, nine months later on 
February 1st, 1968)
65. "Butter" in French, without the "Be"
67. * Memphis ___ Board: It was here where Elvis was assigned the serial number 
53310761 (See #61A for a Related Clue)
69. Libertine
70. Ancient Times
71. * AUGUST 16TH, 1977: Elvis was just 42 ___ old when he died at Graceland, 
his home in Memphis, Tennessee which he bought in 1957 for $102,500
72. Jamboree
73. Method, for short
74. Edible Tubers, flipped around?
75. Habitation for a wild animal

Down 

1. * Music legend who also was part of #31D: Johnny ___
2. Spoken, gone ga-ga?
3. Arthur M. ___ Jr. or Gerry ___ or Marcus ___
4. * Early rock classic sung by Elvis, with "Mystery"
5. Mass Meeting, minus the "ly"
6. * "Adam and ___" (Song from the Elvis movie of 1966 called "Spinout")
7. * Song made famous by Peggy Lee which Elvis covered
8. Certain Convent, without the "ey"
9. * One of Elvis' many movies
10. * Elvis hit the #1 spot on the Billboard Chart in 1960 with this song, with 
"Stuck"
11. Social org.
13. * Elvis rockumentary about his legendary nightclub act in Las Vegas: "Elvis: 
___ the Way It Is" (1970)
15. Casual material
21. Type of plant hormone, for short
23. Reject
26. * Song sung by Elvis in #53D: "Wooden ___"
28. Food Tester's comment: "I don't know if I like ___ not."
29. * Elvis Presley and Shelley Fabares movie of 1967, minus the "Clam"
30. Type of Tree, with the "Magn" chopped off
31. * Where Elvis had a contract with Sam Phillips
33. * Did You Know? Elvis was very ___ to his mother and father, and was also 
very religious
36. Initials of one of the actors on "M*A*S*H" (TV)
37. * Lyrics sung by Elvis (To the thrill of his female fans!): "Wise men say / Only 
fools rush in / But ___ help / Falling in love with you..."
39. Italian Island
40. Musical notation
42. Wild Ox of Asia
43. * How Elvis had to say his lines in his movies
44. * Mr. Kristofferson, without the "is" (See #51A for a Related Clue)
49. * It was a top hit for Elvis: "(Let Me Be Your) ___ Bear"
51. Three-toed sloths
52. Last Namesakes of tennis legend Steffi, flipped around?
53. * Elvis the Pelvis movie, with "G.I."
54. * Gordon Lightfoot wrote it. Elvis Presley sang it.: "___ Mornin' Rain"
55. Guardian spirits of ancient Rome
57. Brave
60. Lady's title
62. * With his extravagant attendance-record-breaking shows at the International 
Hotel in Las Vegas (which was later renamed the Las Vegas Hilton International 
Hotel), Elvis didn't have to be on the ___ as he would have been if he was touring
63. Style of Shoe
64. Bring forth young sheep
66. Came into Being, for short
68. Roman Catholic title
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Called Special Session Announced — New Date and Place
Volume 4 Issue 29

“Elvis Presley” —  Solution

n 

In case you have not read 
about this updated event.

Here goes…

Special Session of the 
Annual Conference 2022

Bishop Mueller, with 
concurrence of the District 
Superintendents and in 

accordance with ¶603.5 of The Book of Discipline of 
the United Methodist Church, has called a Special In-
Person Session of the Arkansas Annual Conference to 
be held in Horner Hall at the Hot Springs Convention 
Center on Saturday, November 19, 2022 from 10:00 
am – 6:00 pm.

This special session has been called to deal with the 
following two issues, and is limited to dealing only 
with these two issues:

I. The consideration of recommendations from the 
Conference Board of Trustees requesting ratification 
of Disaff i l iat ion Agreements with various 
congregations of the Arkansas Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, in accordance with ¶2553 
of The 2016 Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church, the Principles adopted at the 2021 
Arkansas Annual Conference Session and Judicial 
Council Decision 1379.

II. If allowed by the Judicial Council’s upcoming 
decisions concerning Docket 0522-02, the 
consideration of legislation to adopt a standard 
process governing the use of ¶2548.2 for the transfer 
of churches from the Arkansas Conference to one of 
the Pan-Methodist denominations or another 
Evangelical Denomination that was deferred by the 
2022 Arkansas Annual Conference to the first Special 
or Regular Annual Conference Session.

All current clergy members of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference, including appointed local pastors, are 
authorized to participate. Lay members authorized to 

participate are those lay members or alternates who 
were last seated at the June, 2022 Annual Conference 
Session as provided by ¶602.5 of The Book of 
Discipline of the United Methodist Church. Any lay 
member unable to attend because of death, serious 
illness or cessation of membership who cannot be 
replaced by an alternate to the June, 2022 Annual 
Conference Session may be replaced by a lay member 
duly elected by the charge conference.

I’ll update everyone later if there any more changes!  

Until then, let’s pray that we can contnue to be a 
lighthouse to our beautiful Community of Magnolia!

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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Taste and See

Continued on Page 5
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With all of the strife and division in the world, our country, and even our churches, it would be great if we could find 
the spiritual and emotional equivalent of a taste berry to consume regularly! We could just down a couple of emotional, 
spiritual taste berries, and we could swallow some of our problems like there was nothing to them! Such a thing could 
help us turn some of the more bitter messes we come in contact with into sweet and pleasant things.

You don’t need to travel to distant and exotic lands in search of some “miracle berry” in outer Mongolia.  I believe our 
passage for this morning might just contain the seeds for a spiritual miracle berry that is ready to plant, harvest, and 
consume. 

The Psalmist writes of just the thing that might turn our sour life experiences into something sweet!

Psalm 34:1-8

 I will praise the Lord at all times.
    I will constantly speak his praises.

2 I will boast only in the Lord;
    let all who are helpless take heart.

3 Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness;
    let us exalt his name together.

4 I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me.
    He freed me from all my fears.

5 Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy;
    no shadow of shame will darken their faces.

6 In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened;
    he saved me from all my troubles.

7 For the angel of the Lord is a guard;
    he surrounds and defends all who fear him.

8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.
    Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him! 

(NLT)

Let’s dive into this passage and see if there are some areas in our lives where we can till the soils and plant the seeds for 
our spiritual taste berries!

I. Praise — The first area that jumps right out is praise. The first three verses are words of praise for the God of Israel! 
David’s attitude of praise in verse 1 should also be our attitude. Too often, our praise and rejoicing are scant at best, 
even when things are going well! But when times of difficulty arise, most of us are hard-pressed to continue praising 
God. But David steps out in faith to not just praise God in the times of blessing, but David said, “I will praise the Lord 
at all times. I will constantly speak his praises.” (v. 1) In essence, David was saying, “Lord, I will praise you in the 
good times and the bad times!”

I remember a particular time in my life when I was in such deep anguish that all I could do was sob in misery. Prayer 
was challenging, but I remember praising God through my pain, and the Lord heard my prayers! An attitude of praise 
will prevail, no matter how rough the storm or persecution!

II.Testimony — David tips his hand and tells us why he is so joyful and why praise flows from his lips. David informs 
us that God had delivered him from all of his fears. Oh, how much easier life would be if we could be free from our 
fears.  Our faces would be lifted from the weight of many of us carry daily burdens. We are assured that when we cry 
out in despair, God will hear us and give us His peace which passes all understanding!
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Taste and See
I can tell you most assuredly that many sour and unpleasant things in my life were made more tolerable, if not 
downright palatable, by the “Taste Berry” of God’s presence in my life.

David even encouraged us to sample some of God’s “Taste Berry” when he wrote, “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!” (v. 8)

David wasn’t preaching some theoretical theological ideals; he was preaching what he experientially knew was true. 
That God was good, that God hears the cry of the righteous, God will answer. Maybe not in your timing or mine, but 
God will answer!

In short, let me say that God has brought joy to my heart amidst numerous times of terrible sadness and heartbreak.

III.Wisdom and Teaching — In the remainder of the Psalm, David takes on the role of a teacher as he shares the 
wisdom and knowledge God had taught him. In verse 11, he wrote, “Come, my children, and listen to me, and I will 
teach you to fear the Lord.” 

David begins by asking the rhetorical question, “Does anyone want to live a life that is long and prosperous?” (v. 12)

Once David is satisfied that his hearers have arrived at the expected affirmative answer, he gives us the prescription for 
happiness in this world and the world to come.

In rapid succession in verses 12-14:

• Keep your tongue from speaking evil!
• Keep your lips from telling lies!
• Turn away from evil and do good!
• Work hard at living in peace with others!

You might ask, "Why should we do these things when we sometimes might be inclined to do otherwise?"

Here’s why…

David best teaches about blessings and curses:

Curses: 

• “But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil; he will erase their memory from the earth.” (Verse 16)
• “Calamity will surely destroy the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be punished.” (Verse 21)

Blessings:

• “The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help.” (v. 17)
• “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed.” (v. 18)
• “The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each time.” (v. 19)
• “For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken!”  (v. 20)
• “But the Lord will redeem those who serve him. No one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.”  (v. 22)

Let me share one more of my favorite passages of Scripture. The Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, “Don’t 
worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts 
and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”

God is with us through all the trials, tribulations, and bitterness the world throws at us. He promised to never leave us 
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Continued on Page 7

Taste and See
nor forsake us. 

Perhaps you are going through an extraordinarily sour and distressing time in your life. Maybe things seem hopeless, 
and life has left a bad taste in your mouth.

If so, then come to Him this morning, and you too can taste and see that the Lord is good!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary

Photos from the fifth Round Robin of 2022 at Magnolia First UMC 
with the Rev. Timothy Rushing preaching and Chlesea Ross leading us in song. We had over 75 in attendance 
and raised $750.00 to support the SAU Wesley Center and assist the Ministerial Network help those in need!

Round Robin - Magnolia FUMC - 2022
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Miracle fruit, (Synsepalum dulcificum), also called miracle berry, evergreen shrub of the family 
Sapotaceae, grown for its mild fruits that make subsequently eaten sour foods taste sweet. The miracle 
fruit plant is native to tropical West Africa, where it is used locally to sweeten palm wine and other 
beverages. The unrelated sweet prayer plant (Thaumatococcus daniellii) is also known as miracle fruit 
for its similar ability to make sour foods taste sweet.

Miracle fruit

Malcom Manners

The miracle fruit plant grows as a dense shrub or small tree, usually not more than 5.5 metres (18 feet) 
in height in the wild and generally smaller when cultivated. The simple leaves are oval and tapering at 
the base with smooth margins and feature a waxy underside; they grow in spirelike clusters at the ends 
of small branches. The small white flowers give rise to red drupe fruits that are about 2–3 cm (0.8–1.2 
inches) in length. Plants typically begin producing fruit after three or four years and require acidic soil.

Source: brittanica.com

Miracle Fruit aka the Taste Berry

https://cdn.britannica.com/31/201731-050-FF5FD37D/Leaves-flowers-miracle-fruit-plant.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/31/201731-050-FF5FD37D/Leaves-flowers-miracle-fruit-plant.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/31/201731-050-FF5FD37D/Leaves-flowers-miracle-fruit-plant.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/31/201731-050-FF5FD37D/Leaves-flowers-miracle-fruit-plant.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/31/201731-050-FF5FD37D/Leaves-flowers-miracle-fruit-plant.jpg


THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

ROUND ROBIN 5:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 21, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 1:4-10;                                   
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794);                                                              

Hebrews 12:18-29;                                  
Luke 13:10-17 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

“Round Robin” Schedule  —2022
On August 21, 2022, our merry band of preachers and 
churches will have our final Round Robin worship service of 
2022 at the Marysville United Methodist Church. Reverend 
Melissa Maskell and her congregation will supply us with a 
praise and worship experience and a time to fellowship with 
each other over dinner in the Fellowship Hall. 

Our previous Round Robin services have been a real blessing 
to Melissa, myself and and all of our collective preachers and 
churches! I hope they been a blessing to you all as well! The 
preachers have touched upon some of their life testimonies 
and experiences. 

This Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m. at the Marysville United 
Methodist Church, as the last among our group of excellent 
preachers, I am humbled, honored, nervous, and privileged to 
have the final message for this year’s Round Robin services. 

I will go for a journey down memory lane and explore some 
of God’s call on my life and the vital need for the church to 
fulfill the Great Commission. 

Take some time out of your Sunday evening schedule and 
worship with us!                                    

Blessings, Pastor Gary

https://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

