
THE MAGNOLIA FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
Volume 4 Issue 28 August 14, 2022

Special points of interest:

* Three Simple Rules

* Crossword - Conquerers & 
Bad Guys!

* Announcements — Prayers 
for Peace and Safety for those 
in Afghanistan, Ukraine, our 
many Church events, and more!

* Liturgical Colors, Odd News, 
and Misc.

Inside this issue:

Three Simple Rules     1

Crossword -     2

Announcements-                      3
Crossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more

Sermon Continued:               4-6

Author Spotlight - R. Job.        7

Liturgical Colors, Odd News,  
and Round Robin photos.        8

Three Simple Rules
Mark 12:28-34 One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the 
debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the 
commandments, which is the most important?” 29 Jesus replied, “The most important 
commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 
30 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your 
mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.” 32 The teacher of religious 
law replied, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth by saying that there is only 
one God and no other. 33 And I know it is important to love him with all my heart and 
all my understanding and all my strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is 
more important than to offer all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the 
law.”34 Realizing how much the man understood, Jesus said to him, “You are not far 
from the Kingdom of God.” And after that, no one dared to ask him any more 
questions. (NLT)

There was an early-twentieth-century medical missionary to Labrador by the name of 
Wilfred Grenfell. Someone once gave him a powerful new motorboat so he could 
better navigate among inlets and islands along the coast and respond quickly to those in 
need. Soon afterward, he received an emergency call in the middle of the night from 
someone who needed immediate medical attention. So he set out in the new boat 
toward the island where the person lived.

Grenfell knew its location, but in the darkness of the night, he was forced to navigate 
solely by compass. Soon he realized he had headed in the wrong direction, for when he 
expected to be nearing the island, there was no land in sight.  Instead, he was heading 
out into the dangerous open sea, so he reversed the boat and fortunately managed to 
return home safely.

The next day when Grenfell checked the compass on the boat, he discovered the 
problem. Whoever had fastened the compass to the boat had run out of brass screws 
and had used a steel screw to finish the job. The steel screw attracted the magnetic tip 
of the compass needle to itself and threw him off course.  

One seemingly insignificant part caused a literal boatload of problems!

Within each of us resides a similarly troublesome part that can throw ourselves off 
course too. Our self-centered, sinful natures can act very much like that wayward 
compass. Before you start thinking this is some new malady of our day and time…
don’t even go there! Back in the Middle Ages, theologians coined a Latin phrase, 
Incurvatus in se (curved in on ourselves), to describe it. Because of our natural 
tendency toward self and sin, we’re not particularly good at charting our course to 
always do God’s will.

From time to time, we need to carefully check our spiritual compasses to ensure we 
don't have any "steel screws" pulling us off course and away from God's best for our 
lives.

Several years back, I read an excellent little book by Rueben P. Job. The book is 
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Across 

1. * It (with #52D) was vanquished by the conquistador, Hernán Cortés
6. * One would be propelled with oars (See #40A for a Related Clue)
10. taes a sekaT
14. Works hard
15. Cracker spread
16. Make-A-Word! _-c-_-i-e-_-_ (Accomplish)
17. Mr. Chaney
18. Region
19. Make-A-Word! _-_-h-e-_-_ (Warm up leftovers)
20. Bronze money
22. * smitciV rof yna wohs t'nod snialliV
24. Movie rating, for short
25. Canadian prov.
26. Q. "Is ___ _ baseball term?" A. "Yes."
28. 24 hr. banker
29. Not later
31. * King of the Huns who was feared for his savagery
33. Chic hit, with Freak
34. Well-nigh
36. Topping on a hamburger, without the "on"
37. Classic opera
39. Egg mass
40. * Battles for Berserkers
45. Suffix that means "Similar"
46. Office attire
47. Break one of the Ten Commandments
48. stah hsittocS
50. French pronoun (bkwds.)
51. * What the Conquerors often made the Conquerees do
54. Greenish-Blue ...all jumbled up?
56. Presidential monogram
57. trohs rof ,yrnopaeW
59. Green Light meaning
61. Ms. O'Donnell, for short

62. * Athenian who made harsh laws
64. Stir Fry need
65. Mr. Korbut
67. Appear to be
68. Will Smith movie
70. Nirvana hit: "Smells Like ___ Spirit"
71. Root vegetable
72. * Conquer = To subdue or defeat by ___
74. Wooded hill
75. Glorious Garden
76. * Plunder (Take from the conquered)

Down 

1. * Enemies, often
2. dlrow s'yhtoroD
3. * The Treaties of ___: In 1807, they were signed by the French with the 
Russians and with the Prussians after Napoleon's victories over Russia and Prussia
4. Jeff Lynne's gr.
5. "Teach Your Children" gr.
6. * Agesilaus II: King who was the commander of the army of ___ throughout 
most of its supremacy in Greece
7. Abbott & Costello movie: "Lost in a ___" (1944)
8. Particular
9. Type of soup
10. * ___ II: King of Assyria and founder of the last Assyrian dynasty who 
deported the Israelites throughout Assyria, making them the "Lost Tribes of Israel"
11. * ___ Terrible (Russian tsar who reigned terror against upper nobility)
12. * With #11D
13. * To the Villages of the Vanquished, Villains would do it
21. slap ot ,nlocniL .rM
23. * In 40 A.D., his army plundered the inhabitants of Gaul
24. European river
27. tiB
29. * To conquer the Holy Land from the Muslims, European Christians took part 
in them (bkwds.)
30. * Ruthless Roman Ruler
32. Rest stops for travelers
33. Ms. Tyler the Actress
35. Perfume by Cacharel (bkwds.)
37. Stepped-on bug
38. "Yeah, right!"
40. * Member of a group that raided Roman territories
41. Belief
42. * Genghis ___ (Mongol conqueror --See #51D for a Related Clue)
43. * Thutmose ___: King of Egypt who conquered Syria
44. Subject matter, for short
49. * Oppressive ruler
51. * Mongol tribes, for example (bkwds.)
52. * See #1A
53. Sort of Sheep ...all shook up?
55. Atomic #27
56. Brother: French
58. * Conqueror of Satan = Michael the Arch___
60. Margarine
62. * How a law-breaker during the time of #62A would often wind up
63. Lummoxes
66. Styling product
67. * Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
69. Parcel of land
73. Locale of L.A.
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“Conquerers and Bad Guys” —  Solution

n 

In case you have not read 
about this event.

Here goes…

Announcement of Online 
Annual Conference Session
November 21, 2022

B i s h o p M u e l l e r , w i t h 
concurrence of the District 
Superintendents and in 
accordance with ¶603.5 of 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, has 
called a Special Session of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to be held online on Monday, November 21, 
2022 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. This special session will be 
limited to the consideration of resolutions coming from the 
Conference Board of Trustees requesting ratification of 
Disaffiliation Agreements with various congregations of 
the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
in accordance with ¶2553 of The 2016 Book of Discipline 
of the United Methodist Church, the Principles adopted at 
the 2021 Arkansas Annual Conference Session and Judicial 
Council Decision 1379. 

All current clergy members of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference, including appointed local pastors, are 
authorized to participate. Lay members authorized to 
participate are those lay members or alternates who were 
last seated at the 2022 Annual Conference Session as 
provided by ¶602.5 of The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church. Any lay member unable to attend 
because of death, serious illness or cessation of 
membership who cannot be replaced by an alternate to the 
2022 Annual Conference Session may be replaced by a 
duly elected lay member to the 2023 Annual Conference 
Session.

Save these Future Dates!

If the Judicial Council’s upcoming decisions concerning 
Docket 0522-02 allows the use of ¶2548.2 for the transfer 
of churches from the Arkansas Conference to one of the 
Pan-Methodist denominations or another Evangelical 
Denomination, a separate Special Session of the Arkansas 
Annual Conference will be held in person at Saint James 
United Methodist Church in Little Rock on Saturday, 
November 19, 2022 from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. This special 
session, if called, will be limited to the consideration of 
legislation to adopt a standard process governing the use of 
¶2548.2 that was deferred by the 2022 Arkansas Annual 

Conference to the first Special or Regular Annual 
Conference Session following the Judicial Council’s 
decision concerning Docket 0522-02.

An additional special online session of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to deal with disaffiliation resolutions using 
¶2553 and transfers using ¶2548.2 if so approved at the 
November 19 Special Session has been set for Monday, 
March 13, 6:00 pm. A final decision on the scope of this 
conference will be made at a later time.

I’ll update everyone later as the date and Zoom links 
become available!  Until then, let’s pray that we can 
contnue to be a lighthouse to our beautiful Community of 
Magnolia!

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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Continued on Page 5
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entitled Three Simple Rules…A Wesleyan Way of Living. It contains the words of Holy Scripture, John Wesley, and just 
the right balance of commentary by the author.  

This morning, let's take a brief look at these rules, and hopefully, we will allow God's Holy Spirit to point out any 
course-altering "steel screws" in our lives…

The “Three Simple Rules” are:
 

1) Do No Harm
2) Do Good
3) Stay in Love with God

The "Three Simple Rules" are simple to understand but somewhat challenging to implement! Why? Because we live in 
a fast-paced world that presents us with many unbiblical attitudes and views. These attitudes make us self-centered, 
always clawing and fighting to get the best things in life. In our frenzy to desperately get those things, we can hurt 
others and ourselves in the process, not to mention the distance we place between God and ourselves. These Three 
Simple Rules are a way of keeping ourselves on course in a way that has the potential to change our lives for the better!

Let’s take a brief look at each of the rules and consider them like brass screws in our spiritual compasses…

(I) The First Brass Screw is “Do No Harm!” – When I read these words, I was immediately reminded of the words 
Hippocrates, the so-called Father of medicine. In his work…Epidemics, Bk. I, Sect. XI he wrote, “As to diseases, make 
a habit of two things – to help, or at least to do no harm.”

Knowing that we all have weaknesses that go along with our fallen natures, it would be unrealistic to think that we 
would never accidentally do harm to another person by word or deed. But Hippocrates’ admonition to never 
deliberately “Do harm” carries a much more doable command.

Can hurt occur even within the body of Christ?  Unfortunately, yes!

In his book, Job Writes, “I frequently receive mailings from denominational groups that appear to be intended not so 
much to nurture and heal as to divide and conquer. So often, the rhetoric seems more like gossip than truth-telling in 
love, aimed at discovery and mutuality. The division, partisanship, and sharp criticism, not only of positions but also of 
persons, have not strengthened denominations, communities, congregations, families, and individuals. The louder our 
voices and the more strident they become, the weaker and more wounded we ourselves become. Our witness to the 
redeeming love of God loses its authenticity and its power as our unwillingness to be reconciled continues.” 

Reread that last sentence in bold!

Are we the living answer to the prayer of Jesus, “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given, so that 
they may be one, as we are one” (John 17:11b)?

• Do we protect each other with a love that says that above all else, we will do no harm to one another?

• Do we strive for unity to the best of our abilities so that we might be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one?

• Are we living in a way that strengthens and builds up each other in the love of Christ?

Sometimes we all fall short of this goal, but we should always strive to dress in our spiritual best clothing every day of 
the week…The Apostle Paul describes such garments in Colossians 3:   

Colossians 3:12-14 “Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and 
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Three Simple Rules
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.” (NLT)

When it comes to “Doing no harm,” is your compass’ screw steel or brass in this area?  

Accidents will happen, but always do your best to, Do No Harm! 

(2) The Second Brass Screw is to “Do Good” –  this brings me back to my days at Life University. The definition of the 
word "health" was drilled into our heads. They did it to remind us of the importance of treating the whole patient rather 
than merely symptoms, which was promoted by the World Health Organization  [W.H.O.].  

Their W.H.O. definition of health reads, “Health is the state of complete physical, mental, and social-well-bring and not 
merely the absence of disease or infirmity.”

Likewise, our Doing Good is not merely the absence of doing wrong or harming others. "Doing Good" means actively 
"Doing Good" wherever and whenever we can.  

Like the first caution of doing no harm, the second one is also an imperative or command to actively "Do Good" to 
others.

Besides our own personal list of beloved recipients, who else should be a recipient of our good deeds?  

Jesus answered that question with His usual challenging style of love to all. He said,  “But I say to you that listen, Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.” Luke 6:27-31

Without going through a long list of good things to do, let’s listen to Jesus as He gives us His rule of thumb…also 
known as the Golden Rule.

Matthew 7:12 "So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.”

Is your compass screw steel or brass in this area?  

We will all fail from time to time, but always strive to do your best to Do Good!

3. Stay in love with God – 

How do you stay in love with anyone? You stay in love with someone by having a real relationship with that person and 
by spending quality time communicating with them. 

Not sure of how to draw into a closer relationship with God and hear His voice more precisely?

Try some of these classic Christian disciplines:

a) Spend time in daily prayer, use can use the acronym – A.C.T.S.

A = Adoration — Start your prayer by adoring God for who He is.
C = Confession — The “C” in the ACTS prayer is admitting and 
confessing your sin to God.
T = Thanksgiving — Scripture is very clear on our command to be 
grateful, and not just for what God has given us. First Thessalonians 
5:18 instructs: “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus.” 
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Continued on Page 7

Three Simple Rules
S = Supplication — This is a fancy word for making requests. 

b) Reflection on and study of God’s word Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light 
for my path.”

c) Being a regular part of the corporate Christian Community and “not neglecting the meeting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.” Hebrews 10:25

d) Partaking of the Lord’s Supper
e) Doing acts of grace and mercy and self-sacrifice, and 
f) Sharing the Gospel with others.

Is your compass screw steel or brass in this area?  

We all occasionally drift away from closeness with God, but always do your best to Stay in Love with God.

Let’s close with the words of Reuben P. Job as he comments on the Three Simple Rules…

“This way of living was given to John Wesley in a time much like our own. He took this blueprint, fleshed it out, taught 
it, and practiced it. And now it has been passed on to us. Now it is up to us to see if we take it, teach it, and practice it 
until it becomes our natural way of living – a way of living that will mark our life together and our lives as individual 
Christians.”

1) Do No Harm!
2) Do Good!
3) Stay in Love with God!

If you are ready for this kind of a change in direction that is marked by these three simple rules, then come forward this 
morning and ask God for His strength and His Spirit to be able to accomplish this way of living.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Three Simple Rules - Book Overview and Author
Learn the three simple rules to 

mutual respect, unity and a deeper daily relationship with God.

In Three Simple Rules, Rueben Job offers an interpretation of John Wesley's General Rules for today's 
readers. For individual reading or group study, this insightful work calls us to mutual respect, unity and 
a deeper daily relationship with God. 

This simple but challenging look at three commands, "do no harm, do good, stay in love with God." 

“Every year I review the three general rules of the United Methodist Church with those who are being 
ordained. Now I have a wonderful ordination gift to give them in Bishop Job’s, Three Simple Rules, to 
start and deepen the conversation as they enter a new relationship with the church. Bishop Job has 
described “by attending upon all the ordinances of God” to be to “stay in love with God.” It’s a fresh 
language that speaks especially to long-time Christians and United Methodists.” Sally Dyck, Resident 
Bishop, Minnesota Area 

“Three Simple Rules is a new catechism for everyone wanting to follow Jesus Christ. These practices 
for holy living should replace the membership vows in every church! Don’t let the title fool you. Bishop 
Job writes, ‘The rules are simple, but the way is not easy. Only those with great courage will attempt it, 
and only those with great faith will be able to walk this exciting and demanding way.’” John Hopkins, 
Resident Bishop, East Ohio Area

About the Author

Bishop Rueben P. Job

Rueben P. Job was a United Methodist bishop, pastor and acclaimed author 
and served as World Editor of The Upper Room publishing program. Best-
known for the classic book, Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of 
Living, he also authored or co-authored A Guide to Prayer for Ministers and 
Other Servants, A Wesleyan Spiritual Reader, Living Fully, Dying Well, 
Listen, and co-edited Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United 
Methodist Church. Bishop Job also chaired the Hymnal Revision 
Committee that developed the 1989 United Methodist Hymnal.
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

ROUND ROBIN 5:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 14, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 5:1-7;                                                      
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801);                    

Hebrews 11:29-12:2;                                          
Luke 12:49-56 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

“Round Robin” —2022
Photos from the fourth Round Robin of 2022 at Philadelphia 
UMC with the Rev. David Moore Preaching. 


