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320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       July 13, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 



Contagious Kindness 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but want to  " hear "it in an abbreviated format, then this is your answer! 
Please read Luke Luke 6:25-37 .If you'd like to do so later, you can read the entire sermon (Contagious Kindness (in 
the Magnolia Messenger. 
 
What in the world can you do in a world filled with hatred and bigotry? To the best of your ability, be kind! Steven 
Petrow is a writer who lives in North Carolina. He was recently waiting in a long line at his favorite bakery, a shop 
that makes fantastic scones. Watching the people ahead of him pluck the delicious scones out of the glass case, he  [
was[ worried that the bakery would run out. But when he got to the counter, he saw only one  [ scone[ was left, so he 
pointed and said,  " I'll take that. " No sooner had he spoken than the guy behind him shouted,  " Hey, that's my scone! 
I've been waiting in line for 20 minutes! " Petrow knew the man had been waiting, but a line is a line. What do you 
think Petrow said to the man? He could have declared,  " Sorry, it's mine! " He had every right to do so. Instead, he 
asked him,  " Would you like half? " The man was shocked into silence, but after a moment, he accepted the offer and 
made a suggestion of his own:  " Why don't I buy another pastry, and we can share both?" 
     Then they sat down on a nearby bench to share their pastries. The two men had almost nothing in common 
regarding jobs, age, political views, or marital status. They were strangers. But they shared a moment of connection 
and simple kindness. This kindness is the sort of emotion that is contagious!  " I felt happy, " says Petrow,  " and, 
frankly, wanted more of that feeling. "  
     As Luke writes, one day,  " an expert in religious law " stood up to test Jesus. He asked a straightforward 
question,  " Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life? " This teacher's question gives us some insight into the 
prevalent religious teaching of the day: that eternal life could be earned by performing some heroic act or great 
sacrifice, a once-for-all event. Needless to say, this idea does not mesh with the teachings of Jesus! Hopefully, you 
already know that it is not by works of righteousness that we are saved, but it is by placing our faith, trust, and 
confidence in Jesus Christ of Nazareth! 
     In true rabbinic fashion, Jesus asked him,  " What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it? " The expert in 
religious law answered by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 ,the command to love the Lord God, and Leviticus 19:18 ,the 
command to love others. Jesus told this teacher that if he (or anyone) did these two commands continually, eternal 
life would be assured. Jesus told him,  " Right! Do this, and you will live! " Luke tells us,  " The man wanted to justify 
his actions, so he asked Jesus,  " And who is my neighbor? " I guess this teacher was still looking for a loophole so he 
wouldn't have to help anyone but a fellow Jew!  
      Jesus then told the man a story/parable. For the subject of Jesus' parable, an attack by robbers had occurred! This 
unnamed man was left stripped of his clothes, beaten, and half dead. As you probably already know, a priest and a 
Levite saw the man. Neither stopped to help nor crossed the roadway to avoid even being near him. Next comes the 
jaw-dropper:  " Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. " ) v. 
33). The  " expert "didn't see that coming at all: Jesus is speaking kindly of a stranger, and not just any kind of 
stranger, but a Samaritan  — a half-Jew / half Assyrian who deserves only slurs and hateful language.  " Where is 
Jesus going with this? " He probably thought. This Samaritan medicinally tended the beaten man's wounds with oil 
and wine before he bandaged them. He then placed the man on his donkey and personally attended to him until the 
next day. Upon his departure, he left two silver coins to cover any additional costs incurred by the innkeeper for 
getting the unfortunate traveler back on his feet! Then Jesus looked the lawyer square in the eye and asked 
him,  " Now, which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits? " 33 The 
man replied,  " The one who showed him mercy. " Then Jesus said,  " Yes, now go and do the same." 
     What does that translate to? Go and show kindness to the Samaritan half-Jew who is the victim of slurs and 
hateful language. Go help struggling families get their feet on the ground after a crisis. Go and split your scone with a 
person of different ages, political views, or marital statuses. Go and Show kindness to all! 
One week before his scone-sharing experience, Steven Petrow was waiting in line to buy a coffee when a customer in 
front of him, whom he didn't know and to whom he hadn't talked, told the barista that he'd pay for Petrow's drink. 
The man said that he did that from time to time because it made him feel good. Petrow thanked him profusely, 
feeling as though he'd been given an unexpected and precious gift. And later, he wondered:  " Was my willingness to 
share a scone some days later somehow related to this gift of coffee? " It probably was! One author wrote,  " When we 
see other people around us acting in generous or kind or empathic ways, we will be more inclined to act that way 
ourselves. " It is that kind of contagious kindness that was started by God, continued by the Good Samaritan, and can 
continue to bless lives today. 
 
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                                               Pastor Gary 



7/1 Donna King 7/16 Joseph Cannon 

7/2 Kelly Warlick 7/18 Nancy Jordan 

7/3 John Kirkpatrick 7/18 Aubrey Roberson 

7/3 Reese Lewis 7/19 Mariah Guevara 

7/3 Hudson Tye 7/19 Kathleen Hoover 

7/4 Clay Kardas 7/20 Isabella Klucar 

7/5 Marion Miller 7/20 Ashton Rainey 

7/7 Deborah Guevara 7/21 David Burgess 

7/11  Linda Wood 7/21 Tommye Doherty 

7/13 Nick Bolding 7/24 Sydney Castlebury 

7/14 John Jordan 7/24 Harriett Franks 

7/14 Addison Ochs 7/25 Logan Brummett 

7/15 Jackson Alexander 7/26 Sarah Guevara 

7/15 Breanna Griffith 7/26 Rebecca  Warner 

7/16 Lana Beams 7/30  David Kaar 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Monday, July 18, 2022 

5:30 p.m. 

Averitt Hall 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JULY 14 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JULY 15 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JULY 17 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by David Cole 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
MONDAY, JULY 18 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    5:30 PM FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING (AVERITT) 
TUESDAY, JULY 19 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, JULY 21 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
July 3                                             $6,080.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 16    
                Sanctuary (10:15)            56    
                         
July 10          $9,850.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       22 
 Sanctuary (10:15)  66 


