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Rooted and Grounded in Christ Jesus
Colossians 2:6-15, 16-19 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you 
must continue to follow him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be 
built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you 
will overflow with thankfulness. 8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty 
philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the 
spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the 
fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through your union with 
Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 When you came to Christ, you 
were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual 
circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. 12 For you were buried with 
Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you 
trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. 13 You were dead 
because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God 
made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the 
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he 
disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory 
over them on the cross. 16 So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, 
or for not celebrating certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. 17 For 
these rules are only shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that 
reality. 18 Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the 
worship of angels, saying they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds 
have made them proud, 19 and they are not connected to Christ, the head of the body. 
For he holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God 
nourishes it. (NLT)

Over a century ago, Joyce Kilmer wrote a poem called “Trees.”

I remember reading this in grade school.  Perhaps you do too!

“I think that I shall never see,” he wrote, “A poem lovely as a tree … A tree that looks 
at God all day / And lifts her leafy arms to pray.”

What sort of image does that evoke for you?  How about a majestic tree in prayer?

Kilmer’s tree would understand the words of Paul to the Colossians: Live your lives in 
Jesus Christ, “rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6-7).

Kilmer was known for poetry that was deeply rooted in his Christian faith while 
celebrating the beauty of nature. Sadly, in World War I, his life was cut short by a 
sniper’s bullet when he was serving in the United States Army. He was awarded the 
French War Cross for his bravery, and a section of forest in North Carolina was named 
after him.

Joyce Kilmer loved trees and gave us a beautiful image of a tree lifting its branches to 
God in prayer. Kilmer knew that no tree is an island. In fact, one of his verses says, “A 
tree whose hungry mouth is prest / Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast.”
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Across 

1. * The longest day of Summer
9. * Summertime Sound!
15. * Spell that's hot in Summer
16. Short Sleep
17. Scandinavian rug
18. ___ Lanka
20. * Summer Spot: Shore of the Sea
22. Mr. Stravinsky
25. ___ the Terrible
27. Have
29. Subdue
31. Word with Ad
33. Plural of I
35. Letters seen on certain brands of home appliances
36. Suva is the capital here
37. * Summer resort ocean
39. * Summertime Structures
42. Inclined
43. * Summertime drink: Iced ___
44. Florentine painter Angelico
45. U2 Tune
46. Definite article
47. * Composer of many popular smash songs with Summery themes
52. * Something sizzling on a Summertime barbecue
54. Fare-___-Well
55. "End" Ending
56. Television hospital drama
57. Prof's helpers
58. Male Monarch
59. Canadian rock gr. which had this hit: "You Ain't Seen Nothing Yet"
60. Food
62. Straighten out
64. "Vega$" (TV) name
68. Zippo

70. Abbreviated word seen on a Memo
72. * Rode the waves of Summer
74. * Name associated with "Summertime"
78. Consequence indicator
79. * Protective lotion in Summer

Down 

1. "Hush!"
2. Poetic contraction
3. Professional wrestler The Rock is known for this: "____ the Smack Down"
4. Bachelor party
5. He (Initials) wrote "A Streetcar Named Desire" (1947)
6. State, for short, for Des Moines
7. Little résumés
8. Spooky
9. Letters on Skipper's boat
10. * Outdoor events in Summer
11. * Summertime Sign
12. Gray the Botanist
13. Little roads
14. * Head covering in Summer
19. III + I = ___
21. Tree Trunk Tidbits
23. Relating to the ear
24. Prince in India (var. sp.)
26. Winglike parts
28. * Outdoor Summer activities may be cancelled if it's bad
30. Something of the wrong size
32. Prefix to "Weekly"
33. * Summery Smash by The Surfaris
34. Shock treatment, for short
36. U.S. health organization
37. * Gardeners place them in their gardens in Summer
38. Devotees
40. Require
41. Simple Singsong: ___-la-la
45. Bullring cheer
46. Three: Italian
47. * Pebbly Places when Summer Sizzles
48. * Summer camp skin eruption
49. Questionable word
50. Yesterday: Italian
51. Big City Light
53. Abbreviated word in front of Everest
58. Baby Branches
59. Six divided ___ equals three
61. Light switch choice
63. He wrote "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" (1964): Roald ___ (b.1916 - 
d.1990)
64. Bob Hope did variety shows for this assoc.
65. Robot play
66. Wrath
67. The Argonauts and The Roughriders are teams in this org.
69. Monetary unit in Romania
71. ___-tac-toe
73. Cul-___-Sac
75. Dr.'s assistant
76. Atomic #51
77. She (Initials) starred in "Eyes Wide Shut" (1999)
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“Sizzlin’ Summer” —  Solution

n 

In case you have not read 
about this event.

Here goes…

Announcement of Online 
Annual Conference Session
November 21, 2022

B i s h o p M u e l l e r , w i t h 
concurrence of the District 
Superintendents and in 
accordance with ¶603.5 of 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, has 
called a Special Session of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to be held online on Monday, November 21, 
2022 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. This special session will be 
limited to the consideration of resolutions coming from the 
Conference Board of Trustees requesting ratification of 
Disaffiliation Agreements with various congregations of 
the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
in accordance with ¶2553 of The 2016 Book of Discipline 
of the United Methodist Church, the Principles adopted at 
the 2021 Arkansas Annual Conference Session and Judicial 
Council Decision 1379. 

All current clergy members of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference, including appointed local pastors, are 
authorized to participate. Lay members authorized to 
participate are those lay members or alternates who were 
last seated at the 2022 Annual Conference Session as 
provided by ¶602.5 of The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church. Any lay member unable to attend 
because of death, serious illness or cessation of 
membership who cannot be replaced by an alternate to the 
2022 Annual Conference Session may be replaced by a 
duly elected lay member to the 2023 Annual Conference 
Session.

Save these Future Dates!

If the Judicial Council’s upcoming decisions concerning 
Docket 0522-02 allows the use of ¶2548.2 for the transfer 
of churches from the Arkansas Conference to one of the 
Pan-Methodist denominations or another Evangelical 
Denomination, a separate Special Session of the Arkansas 
Annual Conference will be held in person at Saint James 
United Methodist Church in Little Rock on Saturday, 
November 19, 2022 from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. This special 
session, if called, will be limited to the consideration of 
legislation to adopt a standard process governing the use of 
¶2548.2 that was deferred by the 2022 Arkansas Annual 

Conference to the first Special or Regular Annual 
Conference Session following the Judicial Council’s 
decision concerning Docket 0522-02.

An additional special online session of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to deal with disaffiliation resolutions using 
¶2553 and transfers using ¶2548.2 if so approved at the 
November 19 Special Session has been set for Monday, 
March 13, 6:00 pm. A final decision on the scope of this 
conference will be made at a later time.

I’ll update everyone later as the date and Zoom links 
become available!  Until then, let’s pray that we can 
contnue to be a lighthouse to our beautiful Community of 
Magnolia!

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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Rooted and Grounded in Christ Jesus

Continued on Page 5
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One observer noted that this is not only a praying tree but a nursing tree.

Interestingly, trees do not live alone.  Although we often think of them as individuals, standing by themselves with roots 
in the ground and branches in the sky, they need soil, water, air, and sunshine. They also need cooperation and 
community.

Kilmer was right: A tree thrives only when it presses its mouth against “the earth’s sweet flowing breast.”

More than 100 years after Kilmer’s death, research reveals that social cooperation is alive and well in the forest. 
According to The Atlantic, ecologist Suzanne Simard has studied underground networks called mycorrhizae. In these 
networks, fungal fibers fasten tree roots, one to another, beneath the forest floor.

If you were to dig up the earth around a tree, you would find a network of fungal fibers. These fibers are not much to 
look at, but they connect the trees and help them in many ways. The symbiotic fibers carry “water, carbon, nitrogen, 
and biochemical information between trees that are related … between trees of the same species … and even between 
trees of different species.”

A community is created in the forest by mycorrhizal networks. In them, a fungus assists the trees by helping to supply 
their needs, and the trees help the fungus by providing it with sugar.

The church is similar to the forest in that good things happen under the surface. We receive spiritual nourishment from 
our connection to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! Hold that thought because we can also be a source of spiritual 
sustenance!Our forgiveness, faith, and eternal life are all supplied to us by Jesus, the One who connects us to the Father, 
himself, and each other. You might call him the “Mycorrhizal Christ.”

According to ecologist Suzanne Simard, trees in the forest are engaged in a kind of mutual aid society, connected by 
mycorrhizae. “Resources are rerouted from trees in the sunlight to those that grow in their shade, from trees that have 
surplus water to those that are dehydrated.” She has even found that signals are sent from bug-infested trees to healthy 
trees near them.

The whole circle of life is found in this forest community. Saplings connected to the network do well, while those that 
are disconnected fail to thrive. As an old tree reaches the end of its life, it might use mycorrhizal linkages to give large 
amounts of carbon to its offspring. Simard says this is a "Mother Tree" since mothering is connected to self-sacrifice.

The bottom line is this: Trees are not competitive organisms. Instead, “each tree invests in the well-being of the forest as 
a whole, via mycorrhizae.”

When he was writing to the church in Colossae, the Apostle Paul sounded a great deal like a forest ecologist: “As you 
therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him” (Colossians 
2:6-7). Christians are not to live as isolated individuals but to be rooted in Christ, nourished by Christ, and built up in 
Christ.

According to Paul, Christians are linked at a very deep level to Jesus Christ. When we act as his people, we become a 
kind of mutual aid society. Thinking about fungus does not produce an attractive image. Still, mycorrhizae illustrate 
how we receive nourishment from Christ and share it with each other. When we remain rooted in Christ, we find that the 
words of Paul to the Colossians come true: “the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, 
grows with a growth that is from God” (v. 19).

So, how do we go about doing that?

(1) We begin by being “rooted" in Christ — Nothing is more important than Christian formation, which starts in 
childhood and continues until our lives on this earth end. Many of us began this process in our homes as children. We 
teach our families about Christ Jesus and show love to them and others. We also show them what being connected in 
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Christ looks like in our faithfully gathering for worship, Bible Studies, and beyond.

(2) Then we communicate with each other. Like mycorrhizal fibers, we carry information between different parts of 
the body of Christ. This is done best in face-to-face times of fellowship and visiting, but it can also be done through 
phone calls, cards, even dropping off little blessings to someone’s home or office! We love and build each other up in 
the faith!

(3) Then we nourish each other and sacrifice for each other. Mycorrhizal fibers carry water, carbon, and nitrogen 
from tree to tree. In the same way, we are to carry encouragement, guidance, and support from person to person. We do 
this when we lift the spirits of people who are feeling discouraged. We also do this when we mentor our children and 
teenagers who are struggling with their faith and when we support people who have lost their loved ones.

As members of the Christian community, we invest not only in the welfare of individuals but in the well-being of the 
church as a whole. This involves gifts of our time, talents, service, presence, and money. We support the mission and 
ministry of the church. In all this, we follow the sacrifice of Jesus, who was killed when people “put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree” (Acts 10:39).

Think about it, a tree. Never forget that a living tree was killed to make the cross, and then Jesus died on that piece of 
wood to bring us forgiveness and new life. Jesus is like the Mother Tree who sacrifices herself for the good of her 
offspring!

(4) Finally, we grow “with a growth that is from God” (Colossians 2:19). The image of a forest is a good one to keep 
in mind when we think about the growth of the church. First, the forest is very much like the body of Christ described 
by Paul, “nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews” (v. 19), similar to the mycorrhizal fibers that 
nourish and link a group of trees. Second, the forest grows deeper by sending roots down into the ground. It grows 
larger by spreading its seeds into new areas and creating new saplings.

Growing deeper and more extensive, as “a growth that is from God” (v. 19). We grow deeper when we study and reflect 
on the Bible, when we ask the Holy Spirit to help us pray “with sighs too deep for words” (Romans 8:26), and when we 
enter deep-spirited friendships with people around us.

But we also need to grow larger by planting seeds in the community around us. We do this by sharing the gospel 
through our services of worship, The Visitor, and The Magnolia Messenger. We do it by getting out of our comfort 
zones by sharing the love of Jesus with our family members, friends, and community.

That’s a life rooted and built up in Christ and established in the Christian faith. In this morning’s terminology, it is a 
mycorrhizal ministry.

We know what can happen when we are rooted and grounded in Christ, spiritual health. But what if we decide to throw 
these ideas out the window and stay away from the church? Hold that thought...

If you’ve ever looked into my office and past the messiness of it, you would have noticed many poinsettias adorning my 
window sill area. I started collecting them in Marvell, Arkansas. Unfortunately, I let those go to poinsettia heaven. The 
ones I have now date back to my first Christmas at the beautiful Magnolia First United Methodist Church. The first one 
was an untimely demise due to some out-of-town trips, but I decided to keep it anyway. Over the years, I have kept and 
taken better care of my subsequent poinsettias. They were all doing pretty good until we came down with COVID a few 
weeks back. I forgot to ask someone at the church to water them while I was out and when I returned to the church, they 
looked limp and near death’s doorstep! Most folks would have given up on them and tossed them into the garbage can. 
But not yours truly!
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Continued on Page 7

I liken the health status of my poinsettias to our spiritual health. I do so in the sense of our being rooted and grounded in 
Christ and in fellowship with each other.  

A few years ago, I decided to do an experiment of theological sorts. 

(1) Poinsettia Number One — One of the older and sicker plants, I decided to water it just 2-4 times per year. Here it 
is, dry, crunchy, and dead! Perhaps you might be thinking about that frequency in a church context, Christmas, Easter, 
Christmas Eve, and a youngster singing a special. If so, bingo! Such limited worship experiences are often linked with 
the dryness of our connections with God and our spirituality! 

(2) Poinsettia Number Two — This poinsettia is from 2021 and looks a bit better. There are no crunchy, dead leaves; it 
is green with life coming back into it. It was on death’s doorstep about a week and a half ago. It is starting to come back 
to life with some tender loving care.

(3) Poinsettia Number Three — This poinsettia is from either 2020 or 2019. It is the largest and the best-looking one 
of the trio. Some of the leaves are already turning red, despite being in light a little bit too much! This poinsettia was 
given good care, water, and plant food.

Yes, poinsettias are just plants, but I believe we can learn something about our connections with Christ and how staying 
rooted and grounded in Christ can affect our spirituality and lives. In these challenging days and times, we live in, we 
can easily drift off from a close relationship with God. It can take place slowly; before you know it, it has been months 
since you last worshipped in the house of the Lord! With hatred, bigotry, and division at the forefront in these troubling 
times, we need to gather together for encouragement and support. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.” (Hebrews 10:25 — NLT)

Comparing your church attendance and spirituality to my poinsettias, let me ask a few very pointed questions.  

1. Are you the dead and dry one? 

2. Are you slowly coming back to life?

3. Are you flourishing and getting healthier every day?

Unlike my poinsettias, you can return to full life even if you feel spiritually dead and dry! Don’t make any more 
excuses. Return to the House of the Lord, get involved with Sunday school, Bible Studies, and fellowshipping with each 
other.
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!

Rooted and Grounded in Christ Jesus
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
ROUND ROBIN 5:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 31, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Hosea 11:1-11;                                           
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830);                 

Colossians 3:1-11;                                
Luke 12:13-21 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

“Round Robin” —2022
Photos from the second Round Robin of 2022 at Harmony 
UMC with the Rev. Melissa Maskell Preaching!  The members 
of Harmony UMC surprised us with a great meal following the 
service!

https://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
https://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

