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The Good Samaritan — 2022
Luke 10:25-37 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him 
this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 Jesus replied, 
“What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 27 The man answered, “‘You 
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and 
all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do 
this and you will live!”  29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling 
on a trip from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him 
of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.  31 “By chance a 
priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of 
the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying 
there, but he also passed by on the other side. 33 “Then a despised Samaritan came 
along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the 
Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put 
the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The 
next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. 
If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ 36 “Now which of 
these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” 
Jesus asked. 37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, 
“Yes, now go and do the same.”

Hateful language fills the airwaves 
and social media. Bullies push 
people around on playgrounds, in 
big cities, and in workplaces. 
Drivers cut you off … and then 
have the audacity to make obscene 
gestures.

What in the world can you do?  To 
the best of your ability, be kind!

Steven Petrow is a writer who lives 
in North Carolina. He was recently 
waiting in a long line at his favorite 
bakery, a shop which makes 

amazing scones. Watching the people ahead of him pluck the delicious scones out of 
the glass case, he [was] worried that the bakery would run out. But when he got to the 
counter, he saw that there was one [scone] left, so he pointed and said, “I’ll take that.”

No sooner had he spoken than the guy behind him shouted, “Hey, that’s my scone! I’ve 
been waiting in line for 20 minutes!” Petrow knew that the man had been waiting, but a 
line is a line.

What do you think Petrow said to the man? He could have declared, “Sorry, it’s mine!” 
He had every right to do so. Instead, he asked him, “Would you like half?” The man 
was shocked into silence, but after a moment he accepted the offer and made a 
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Across 

1. * Heard on a Dog Day of Summer: "It's so hot outside that people are getting 
edgy and are beginning to ___ like cats and dogs!"
6. * Heard on a Dog Day of Summer: "What can you really expect when it's a dog-
___-dog world?"
9. Believe
14. Name of a renowned English mathematician
15. Veneration
16. Rapscallion
17. Salacious
18. Neil Young joined this gr.
19. Varnished
20. * Don't waste time on a Dog Day of Summer, but do this while the sun still 
shines
22. * Part of a phrase heard as a drought comes to an end in a really big way, on a 
Dog Day of Summer
23. Break a Commandment
24. Expression of Surprise
25. Street Surface
28. * Heard on a Dog Day of Summer: "Walking on this sidewalk is like being a cat 
on a hot ___!"
31. Word with Electric
34. Bible Boy
36. Poetic contraction
37. Thanks
38. Small Street
39. * "On Dog Days of Summer, if you're gonna love me, you should love ___, 
too."
41. Beatles completer
43. * "This humidity on this Dog Day of Summer is making me just so dog ___."
45. It's the 23rd letter of the Greek alphabet
46. Mr. Milne
48. Sick
50. Obstacle for ships in some waters
51. Viper
52. * "It's 100 degrees out, and on this Dog Day of Summer, you're asking me not 
to be a wet what?"
55. Salon product

56. Frost
57. Slime
59. * On a Dog Day of Summer, do this while the #62D is still hot
63. * Part of an expression that describes how it's raining on a Dog Day of Summer
67. Word with Celestial
68. Pass between mountains
69. Ms. Laine
70. Instrument played by #58D
71. Overly
72. Basic Beverage
73. Mr. Bruckner
74. Bird of prey
75. Gnaw at

Down 

1. Celluloid
2. Heard in English Class: "Miss, ___ the abbreviation for the word Each?"
3. Look with amazement
4. * It can get as hot as this on a Dog Day of Summer
5. Atomic #43
6. Leisurely
7. Arista
8. Connecter of Kiri Kanawa
9. * Don't bark up the wrong one on a Dog Day of Summer
10. Type of horse coat
11. Certain Citrus
12. Tallow ingredient
13. Mr. Kennedy
18. "Enough!"
19. * Heard on a Dog Day of Summer: "I'm just gonna ___ the breeze today, you 
guys."
21. Collide with
22. UN agency
24. * Heard on a Dog Day of Summer: "Rain ___, the baseball game will still be on."
25. Florida city
26. Certain Chasm
27. Stick a celery stick into the cream cheese again
29. Baby Bug
30. Classic Cartoon Character: ___ Albert
31. * "Your paperback is all dog-___ since you've been reading it so much on this Dog 
Day of Summer."
32. * On a Dog Day of Summer, ___ dog has its day
33. Narrow shelf
35. Interjection of Surprise
40. Talk idly
42. Deer family member
44. For short, it's used when citing a reference
47. Similar
49. Word with Counsel
53. Hotshot
54. Toddler
58. Mr. Peterson
59. Twirl
60. Certain pronoun
61. Casino City
62. * See #59A for the related Dog Day of Summer clue
63. * On a Dog Day of Summer, team "it" up with this
64. Singing voice
65. Want
66. French artist
67. Resort
68. Bovine
71. Gift tag word
72. I, plurally
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“Dog Days of Summer” —  Solution

n 

In case you have not read 
about this event.

Here goes…

Announcement of Online 
Annual Conference Session
November 21, 2022

B i s h o p M u e l l e r , w i t h 
concurrence of the District 
Superintendents and in 
accordance with ¶603.5 of 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, has 
called a Special Session of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to be held online on Monday, November 21, 
2022 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. This special session will be 
limited to the consideration of resolutions coming from the 
Conference Board of Trustees requesting ratification of 
Disaffiliation Agreements with various congregations of 
the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
in accordance with ¶2553 of The 2016 Book of Discipline 
of the United Methodist Church, the Principles adopted at 
the 2021 Arkansas Annual Conference Session and Judicial 
Council Decision 1379. 

All current clergy members of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference, including appointed local pastors, are 
authorized to participate. Lay members authorized to 
participate are those lay members or alternates who were 
last seated at the 2022 Annual Conference Session as 
provided by ¶602.5 of The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church. Any lay member unable to attend 
because of death, serious illness or cessation of 
membership who cannot be replaced by an alternate to the 
2022 Annual Conference Session may be replaced by a 
duly elected lay member to the 2023 Annual Conference 
Session.

Save these Future Dates!

If the Judicial Council’s upcoming decisions concerning 
Docket 0522-02 allows the use of ¶2548.2 for the transfer 
of churches from the Arkansas Conference to one of the 
Pan-Methodist denominations or another Evangelical 
Denomination, a separate Special Session of the Arkansas 
Annual Conference will be held in person at Saint James 
United Methodist Church in Little Rock on Saturday, 
November 19, 2022 from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. This special 
session, if called, will be limited to the consideration of 
legislation to adopt a standard process governing the use of 
¶2548.2 that was deferred by the 2022 Arkansas Annual 

Conference to the first Special or Regular Annual 
Conference Session following the Judicial Council’s 
decision concerning Docket 0522-02.

An additional special online session of the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to deal with disaffiliation resolutions using 
¶2553 and transfers using ¶2548.2 if so approved at the 
November 19 Special Session has been set for Monday, 
March 13, 6:00 pm. A final decision on the scope of this 
conference will be made at a later time.

I’ll update everyone later as the date and Zoom links 
become available!  Until then, let’s pray that we can 
contnue to be a lighthouse to our beautiful Community of 
Magnolia!

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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suggestion of his own: “Why don’t I buy another pastry and we can share both?”

Then they sat down on a nearby bench to share their pastries. The two men had almost nothing in common in terms of 
jobs, age, political views or marital status. They were strangers. But they shared a moment of connection and simple 
kindness. “I felt happy,” says Petrow, “and, frankly, wanted more of that feeling.”

This kindness is the sort of emotion that is contagious! 

Our passage comes on the heels of the 70 following their missionary journeys.  

As Luke continues, we read that one day, “an expert in religious law” stood up to test Jesus. He asked a simple, 
straightforward question, “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 

This teacher’s question gives us some insight into the prevalent religious teaching of the day: that eternal life could be 
earned by performing some heroic act or great sacrifice, a once-for-all event. Needless to say, this idea does not mesh 
with the teachings of Jesus!  

Hopefully, you already know that it is not by works of righteousness that we are saved, but it is by placing our faith, 
trust, and confidence in Jesus Christ of Nazareth!

In true rabbinic fashion, Jesus asked him, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”

The teacher answers by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, the command to love the Lord God. and Leviticus 19:18, the 
command to love others. 

Jesus told this teacher if he (or anyone) did these two commands on a continual basis, eternal life would be assured. Let 
me add, that obeying these two commands means more than just observing them. 

Jesus told him, “Right! Do this and you will live!”Luke tells us, “The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

I guess this teacher was still looking for a loophole so he wouldn’t have to help anyone but a fellow Jew! 

You might think, “Why would he even want to ask such a question?”

There is a sad reason — In Jewish thought of Jesus’ day, only Jews were neighbors. All others, Gentiles and Samaritans, 
were not neighbors but dogs of the earth! This belief system was not only in Jewish thought. This belief system can be 
seen in the present time in the Near East. One is not obligated to treat people of other religions and sects with any kind 
of humanity.  Was this belief system biblical or merely cultural and hateful? I’d guess hateful for Leviticus 19:34, and 
Deuteronomy 10:18-19 show that even aliens living in Jewish lands were to be treated with kindness and love! 

His question was followed by a short parable and another question — Jesus told him about something he could relate 
to, the 20-mile journey from Jerusalem to Jericho. It was a journey that many of them had made themselves.  By 
today’s automotive standards, the journey was relatively brief, about the same distance from Magnolia to Taylor, 
Arkansas. But in Jesus’ time, it was treacherous trip, known as the “Bloody Way.” This was because the 20-mile long 
road ran through rocky desert terrain, which provided natural hiding places for lurking robbers to ambush defenseless 
travelers. 

For the subject of Jesus’ parable, the feared attack by robbers had occurred! This Jewish man was left stripped of his 
clothes, beaten, and half dead.
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The Good Samaritan — 2022
1.) Jesus said that some potential help was near! A priest was also traveling along this very same treacherous route. 
Was this chance passing of a holy man of God a stroke of good luck for our unfortunate traveler?

It sadly turns out that it was not a stroke of good luck. Not only did the priest not stop to offer help, but he crossed the 
street to avoid even getting near the injured man.

2.) Again, there was a glimmer of hope in the ears of this “expert in the law. Why? Because a temple assistant or 
Levite was also in the area. Perhaps the passing of this other holy man of God would mean help for our unfortunate 
traveler?

Once again, the answer is an embarrassingly loud, "No!”

Before we get too bent out of shape, let’s examine the possible reasons why they did not stop to help.

(1) The robbers might have been still lying in wait to pounce on their next victim, and a victim was something they did 
not desire to be!!

(2) There was also the possibility of ceremonial defilement to the priest and Levite if the man was dead. This could 
mean that they could not serve in the Temple!

(3) There was also the unloving attitude that those in trouble or in need deserved their problems because they were not 
following the Law and teachings. Just like the attitude of many folks in one of my former church affiliations, they 
felt such people were under God’s judgment!

Any of the above might have been one or more of their reason(s) for not helping.

The lawyer may have been scratching his chin by now, thinking about the people he knows who never get their hands 
dirty by helping neighbors in need. He has seen them in action: observant Jews who consistently fail to love their 
neighbors as themselves.

Next comes the jaw-dropper: “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion 
for him.” (v. 33). The lawyer didn’t see that coming at all: Jesus is speaking kindly of a stranger, and not just any kind 
of stranger but a Samaritan — a half-Jew / half Assyrian who deserves only slurs and hateful language. “Where is Jesus 
going with this?” He probably thought.

This Samaritan tended to the beaten man’s wounds medicinally with oil and wine before he bandaged them. He then 
placed the man on his own donkey and personally attended to him until the next day. Upon his departure, he left two 
silver coins to cover any additional costs incurred by the innkeeper for getting the unfortunate traveler back on his feet!

The priest and the Levite treated this man like a leper…oh sure, they knew the law, but they didn’t want to get involved! 
For the Samaritan to help, he first had to rid himself of his prejudices and let God’s law of love reign in his heart. Then, 
he could reach out according to God's law and love his neighbor as himself. 

Then Jesus looked the lawyer square in the eye and asked him, “Now which of these three would you say was a 
neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” 37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus 
said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”

And then Jesus said to him, “Yes, now go and do the same.” (v. 37).

• Go and show kindness to the Samaritan half-Jew who is the victim of slurs and hateful language.
• Go and help the smuggling families to get their feet on the ground after a crisis.
• Go and split your scone with a person of a different age, political view or marital status. 
• Go and do the same!
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Thousands of years after Jesus and Paul, modern research is confirming this contagion. Stanford assistant 
professor of psychology Jamil Zaki has spent a several years studying how kindness can be transmitted. 
“Kindness itself is contagious,” he writes in Scientific American. “It can cascade across people, taking on new 
forms along the way.” He has found that people make larger charitable gifts when they believe that others are 
being generous. And in situations where people cannot afford to donate, one individual’s kindness can inspire 
others to spread positivity in other ways.

One week before his scone-sharing experience, Steven Petrow was waiting in line to buy a coffee when a 
customer in front of him whom he didn’t know and to whom he hadn’t talked, told the barista that he’d pay for 
Petrow’s drink. The man said that he did that from time to time because it made him feel good. Petrow thanked 
him profusely, feeling as though he’d been given an unexpected and precious gift. And later he wondered: “Was 
my willingness to share a scone some days later somehow related to this gift of coffee?”I would venture to say, 
probably! Zaki said, “When we see other people around us acting in generous or kind or empathic ways, we will 
be more inclined to act that way ourselves.”

It is that kind of contagious kindness that was started by God, continued by the Good Samaritan, and can continue 
to bless lives today.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

Wilderness Escape — Vacation Bible School — 2022
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
ROUND ROBIN 5:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 17, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Amos 8:1-12;                                             
Psalm 52 or Psalm 82 (UMH 804);                          

Colossians 1:15-28;                                                 
Luke 10:38-42 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.
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