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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                    June 30, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap! 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very abbre-
viated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the 
whole sermon "A Tale of Two Touches" in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the 
story" Read Mark 5:21-42.  
 
Our passage for this morning could be considered to be a "Tale of Two Touches." These 
two touches were desperately needed to restore life to two people. A little background 
first for some context. (1) All the way back in chapter 2, we already see Jesus being ac-
cused of blasphemy by the religious leaders due to healing a paralyzed man. By the 
way, blasphemy was a charge that held the death penalty. (2) By chapter 3, Jesus had 
healed a man's deformed hand in the synagogue. As a result of this healing on the Sab-
bath, the religious leaders were already plotting to kill Him. They considered working 
on the Sabbath. Jesus had been teaching, preaching, and healing in Capernaum. One 
evening, He took His disciples on a brief trip across the Sea of Galilee. Why the trip? 
(1) Perhaps Jesus needed a break from the multitude of people clutching at Him for his 
healing touch, or (2) perhaps He just knew that there was another soul who desperately 
needed His touch. The trip was just brief enough to heal the demon-possessed man from 
Gadara. After that, Jesus and Company set sail back to His base of operations in Caper-
naum.  
 
I suspect that as Jesus and His disciples returned to the shores of Capernaum, a crowd 
would have quickly formed for more of Jesus' touch. Let's get back to our text and see 
who was the first to ask for Jesus' help. (1) Mark 5:22 "Then a leader of the local syna-
gogue, whose name was Jairus, arrived. When he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet, 23 
pleading fervently with him. 'My little daughter is dying,' he said. 'Please come and lay 
your hands on her; heal her so she can live.'" Whether Jairus was one of the religious 
leaders who had been conspiring to have Jesus killed is unknown. Still, the thought of 
his 12-year old daughter's possible death made him a very humble man! As those of us 
who are parents, we can appreciate his desperation as he threw aside accepted standards 
of behavior and fell at the feet of this virtual stranger. Jesus responded instantly, without 
questioning Jairus about any aspect of himself or his daughter, and "he went with him." 
 
(2) Mark now places the story about a nameless woman who was desperately seeking 
healing from Jesus. This woman's illness was not immediately fatal like the sickness 
attacking Jairus' daughter. But the nature of her malady packed a double punch. First, 
she was seriously and chronically ill. According to Jewish law, her persistent hemor-
rhaging would make her ritually unclean to add to her daily agony. An ordinary woman 
with a regular cycle was required to immerse herself in a ritual bath, a mikveh, at the 
cessation of her monthly cycle before being with her husband or participating in any 
religious rituals. For 12 long years, this woman had been ostracized from normal family 
relations and synagogue life. She, too, was desperate! This unnamed woman had such 
faith that she believed merely touching the hem of Jesus' garment would heal her! That's 
faith! In addition to her physical healing, Jesus said, "Daughter, your faith has made 
you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over." Jesus gave her not only life-long healing, 
but He also gave her His peace, His Shalom, which will last forever!  
 

 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Lydia                                                                                                July 4-10, 2021 

Read together:  “Lydia” (pages 532-535 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might read Acts 16:1-15 in 
your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Lydia was a joyful new Christian.  What do you do to show the joy Jesus gives you?  Lydia was 
generous, sharing what she had.  What are some things you can share? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
At first, Lydia believed in God but not in Jesus.  How is this different?  Why do you think Lydia 
believed the message about Jesus?  What do you think Paul told Lydia about Jesus?  What is im-
portant for you to say about Jesus? 
 
Family Blessing 
Lydia’s story reminds us to worship God, love Jesus, keep learning, and share the Good News.  
[Family member’s name], God calls you to him and wants you to tell others about Jesus.  You are 
a blessing. 

     At this juncture, the bearers of bad news now arrive on the scene with the following gloomy 
words, "Your daughter is dead. There's no use troubling the Teacher now." If Jesus were but a mere 
teacher, perhaps these bearers of bad news would be correct. But Jesus is much more than that. He is God 
in human flesh! After clearing the room of faithless mockers, Jesus simply told the girl to get up, and she 
came back to life! His caring advice was to give her something to eat! 
     Touch Is Essential — It was common in pre-pandemic worship services for people to share greetings 
with one another — to "pass the peace" — with a handshake, brief hug, or touch on the shoulder. In those 
pre-COVID-19 days, these greetings extended far beyond our personal space. They included not only 
those people we'd come with but strangers. Our caring touch was a symbol of welcome, of community in 
Christ. Such a simple act. Such a powerful, non-verbal message. There's a solid reason to believe that hu-
man touch is essential to human well-being, especially when we're young. Let me share this sad and 
shocking bit of history I found online. "Frederick, the Great of Prussia, was a powerful ruler of the Euro-
pean Enlightenment and a man of great scientific curiosity. He once conducted an unusual — and cruel — 
scientific experiment into the development of human language. There was a theory that the babbling of 
infants was related to the ancient language of Eden, but children lost this mother-tongue as they grew and 
learned the language of their parents. Frederick tested this theory by isolating newborn orphan babies from 
any contact with other people. Specially trained nurses would see to the babies' basic needs, but no physi-
cal contact or exposure to language was permitted. Once the children grew old enough to speak, they 
would be brought into the presence of the other children in the experiment to see if they could converse 
with one another. Frederick's experiment was a failure. Not one of those children lived beyond infancy — 
let alone to the age when language begins to develop. The one thing Frederick did learn from his terrible, 
cruel experiment was that the physical touch of another human being is essential to life. If babies are not 
picked up, hugged, and caressed, they have but a slim chance of surviving. And what will become of their 
young children if they are separated from the loving touch of their parents?"  
     What happens to us, even as adults? Because of her unclean state and resulting isolation, the woman 
who touched Jesus' robe was starved of human touch. Yet, she somehow knew that if she squeezed 
through that crowd and touched him, she would be blessed. And she was, in a beautiful and life-changing 
way. 
     Our touch, whether physical and/or emotional, through calls, cards, and prayers can make a powerful 
impact on the lives of others. As we go into the world as the hands and feet of Christ Jesus, we can 
"touch" others with the Gospel of Peace. Those we meet can more intensely feel the hand of the Lord 
touching them and feel the loving touch of the salvation that comes by grace through faith in Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior!  
     Oh, and by the way, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!   

 
Pastor Gary    



7/1 Donna King 7/16 Joseph Cannon 

7/2 Kallie Wright 7/18 Nancy Jordan 

7/3 John Kirkpatrick 7/19 Mariah Guevara 

7/3 Reese Lewis 7/19 Kathleen Hoover 

7/4 Clay Kardas 7/21 David Burgess 

7/5 Marion Miller 7/21 Tommye Doherty 

7/7 Deborah Guevara 7/24 Sydney Castlebury 

7/11  Linda Wood 7/24 Harriett Franks 

7/13 Nick Bolding 7/25 Logan Brummett 

7/14 John Jordan 7/26 Sarah Guevara 

7/14 Addison Ochs 7/26 Rebecca Peterson 

7/15 Breanna Griffith 7/30  David Kaar 

7/16 Lana Beams   

Max on Life  
Bible Study 

 
Sunday at 5:30 pm 

Wednesday at 6:00 pm 
 

Join us via Zoom at 5:30 for our 
new study by Max Lucado! The 
study is, "Max on Life" and is an eight-week study. 
You can read more about it below... 

"Why Me? Why am I here? Why did this happen? 
Can you help me understand? Where's the lifeline? 
Where can I turn? Is there any hope? 

We have questions. Real, important, and challeng-
ing questions. Questions about family, finances, and 
forgiveness. Unsettling questions regarding illness, 
death, and eternity. Don't we crave answers to these 
questions that tug on the deepest parts of our hearts? 

Max Lucado has received thousands of questions 
and wrestled with plenty of his own. In these eight 
Bible study sessions, one of today's most trusted 
pastors takes on life's most important questions. 
Here's hoping that his answers to the questions of 
others will help you find answers to your own." 

Join Zoom Meeting for our Sunday evening 
group to begin our new study! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?
pwd=YU5QcmQ1Qkhubldla1BCdXVsQ25jdz09  

SPRC MEETING 
THURSDAY, JULY 1 

AVERITT HALL 

Celebration of Life 
 

Dorothy Jeanne Fincher 
 

Sunday, July 11, 2021 
Service at 2:00 p.m. 

Visitation following service (Parlor & Averitt) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?pwd=YU5QcmQ1Qkhubldla1BCdXVsQ25jdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469554477?pwd=YU5QcmQ1Qkhubldla1BCdXVsQ25jdz09
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  JULY 1 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    6:00 PM SPRC MEETING (AVERITT) 
FRIDAY, JULY 2 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JULY 4 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR - Parlor led by Larry Kelso 
 SPARES AND PAIRS - Upstairs - Sheri Cheatham 
 CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY (MAX ON LIFE)  Zoom 
MONDAY, JULY 5 
   CHURCH OFFICE, CDC AND STEWPOT CLOSED IN 
   OBSERVANCE OF THE FOURTH OF JULY 
TUESDAY, JULY 6 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY (MAX ON LIFE) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, JULY 8 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   6:00—8:00 PM “TRIPLE J ADVENTURE”  
   VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
      

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
June 6 
 Family (9:00)  17 
 Sun. School (9:35)  36 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            59  $9,811.00 
June 13 
 Family (9:00)                   15 
 Sun. School (9:35)           32 
 Sanctuary  (10:15)           55           $7,103.00 
 
June 20 
  Family (9:00)                    27 
 Sun. School (9:35)            26 
 Sanctuary (10:15)  67        $10,616.00 
 
June 27  
 Family (9:00)                   25        
 Sun. School (9:35)           19      
 Sanctuary (10:15)             55               N/A 
 

The Church Office, Stewpot  
and Child Development Center  

will be closed  
Monday, July 4 

               in observance of  
             Independence Day 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Lois Gene Russell. 


