
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       June 22, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

VBS Volunteers Make It Possible! 

              July 11– 14    6:00—8:00 p.m. 



Sunday Morning Sermon in a Really Long Snap! 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but want to "hear" it in an abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do 
so later, you can read the sermon ("In the Valley of Despair") in the Magnolia Messenger. It's not a very familiar story, but it deals 
with the very familiar emotion of depression. This passage might just offer clues about how to battle that terrible feeling! 
    
  It seems to me that life's troubles often come with little to no warning! And when they arrive, some of us have an amazing ability to 
just take it all in stride. Still, others might just rear up and get angry - and through our upset, we might get mad at God or just get 
downright depressed about our lot in life. These terrible times in our lives often feel like Hurricane Katrina, which we all remember 
from years past. Storms like Katrina can come in quickly and in a short period; lives are lost, homes are destroyed, and misery ensues. 
With life's storms, there's often little to no warning signal that one of them is on the horizon. Even when we get an occasional "heads-
up," we're usually only left with a feeling of helplessness that haunts us. Then in the aftermath of one of life's storms comes a destruc-
tive wake, and we are frequently left confused and possibly in a state of depression.                                                                                                                                                                 
     It seems to me that life's troubles often come with little to no warning! And when they arrive, some of us have an amazing ability to 
just take it all in stride. Still, others might just rear up and get angry - and through our upset, we might get mad at God or just get 
downright depressed about our lot in life. These terrible times in our lives often feel like Hurricane Katrina, which we all remember 
from years past. Storms like Katrina can come in quickly and in a short period; lives are lost, homes are destroyed, and misery ensues. 
With life's storms, there's often little to no warning signal that one of them is on the horizon. Even when we get an occasional "heads-
up," we're usually only left with a feeling of helplessness that haunts us. Then in the aftermath of one of life's storms comes a destruc-
tive wake, and we are frequently left confused and possibly in a state of depression.   
     So the question of the hour is this...if we occasionally feel blue, melancholy, or downright depressed - are those feelings sinful, un-
christian, or somehow demonstrate a lack of faith, as some people might say? Or is it something that God can use in our lives for us to 
grow closer to him in our walk of faith? I won't make you wait for my answer! I believe that God can use even our depression, our an-
ger, or our disappointment to draw us closer! And by the way, God's people – even great spiritual leaders - are not exempt from this 
problem.   
     As a word of preface - Let's not worry about how each person got to feeling depressed. It may have even been at least one person's 
fault, but let's just recognize their feelings: (1) King David writes, in Psalm 42:5,  Why are you so downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed 
within me? (NIV) (2) In Numbers 11:14-15, we read, Moses cried out, I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for 
me.  If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right now  (NIV) (3) Jonah 4:3  Jonah was depressed after his rousing suc-
cess in Nineveh.  He prayed:  Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live. 
     One famous preacher wrote: "Before any great achievement, some measure of depression is very usual.  Such was my experience when I 
first became Pastor in London.  My success appalled me, and the thought of the career, which seemed to open up, so far from elating me, 
cast me into the lowest depths.  It was just then that the curtain was rising on my life’s work and I dreaded what it might reveal.  This de-
pression comes over me whenever the Lord is preparing a large blessing for my ministry."  Who was that masked man?  Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon – also known as “The Prince of Preachers.”   
Conclusion: No one is exempt! 
     Let's take a brief look at the Prophet Elijah, who battled depression after his triumph on Mount Carmel against the Prophets of Baal. Get 
your Bible out right now and read: 1 Kings 19:1-4, and come back when you're done... Okay, now let me repeat that last verse, "I have had 
enough, Lord," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors." Have you ever felt that? For those who have, you know the feel-
ing! 
     My disclaimer: I genuinely believe that God works through physicians of all sorts. If my tooth hurts, I'm heading to the dentist after I pray! 
If my heart is aching so terribly that I can't stand it, I will pray for strength, share with my trusted friends, and seek professional help. If you 
doubt your safety secondary to depression, don't take any chances. Remember that there is safety in numbers! Tell your doctor and whomever 
you trust! Your "blue" mood might be just a temporary thing, but don't take any chances! Nuff' said? Okay, let's think our way through! 
     We need to realize that depression is not a sin but a symptom. How we respond to depression or pressure may be sinful, but the emotion 
itself is not. Think of depression like the warning light on the dashboard of your car. What do you do when you see that light? I know that as 
soon as you see that light, you cover it with black masking tape, right? Of course not! When the warning light comes on, it means that there is 
some problem deep within the engine that needs attention. When the warning light of depression comes on, it means that there's a problem deep 
within us that needs some special attention. 
     What can be done about it? Read verses 5-8  God gives advice that we would expect from the Mayo Clinic. Part of God's remedy involved 
attention to every aspect of Elijah's entire being, i.e., rest, food, and exercise! Some folks who are depressed may not have been eating correctly 
for some time. God knew what he was doing with what he led Elijah to do. We should never forget the role that our bodies play in our emo-
tions. Some of us constantly neglect ourselves physically and spiritually. Then we wonder why we're not feeling the way they should.   
     Read verses 9-10  Some things for you to ponder... Didn't God know what Elijah was doing there? Of course, He did! But God allowed 
Elijah to pour out his innermost feelings of hurt and fear. Please take close notice that God didn't condemn or criticize him. He just let him vent 
his frustrations. We need to know that no matter how bad things may seem, we should never stop talking to God. We don't need to be eloquent 
or sophisticated in our prayers; we just need to tell God how we feel. Relinquishing our frustrations has a cleansing effect. 
     Read verses 11-12  Nothing will refresh us like coming into the presence of the LORD and realizing how much He loves and cares for us, 
regardless of how we are feeling…and sometimes acting!  He will remind us that the battle is His.  We need a daily time of refreshing in his 
presence.  God never promised us that this life would be devoid of all unhappiness and pain, but He did promise that He would never leave us 
nor forsake us. 
    Read verses 13-18  What happened here? Elijah once again aired his frustrations to God, letting him blow off some steam. God then redi-
rected Elijah's path, gave him a new assignment, and reassured him that he was not alone. The quickest way to defeat depression is to quit wal-
lowing in self-pity. We need to take our eyes off ourselves and start looking to God and at the needs of others. When we start looking at the 
needs of others, God will bless us and give us His peace.      
     Read verse 19. Finally, God directed Elijah to Elisha. Someone who is depressed needs to be surrounded by true friends.  There is no need 
for us to battle depression, or anything else for that matter, alone.  We are here to be a support and encouragement to one another. This is just 
one of the many reasons we are told, in Hebrews 10:25, to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is, but to 
exhort one another and so much more as we see the day approaching. 
     So there you have a great plan of action! Rest, healthy food, exercise, talking (blowing off some steam), back in the saddle again, and being 
involved, spending time alone with God and trusted family and friends!  It has worked for me, and it will work for you too! Let's take Him at 
His word and follow His advice. So we can then bring our victory through Jesus to a lost and dying world as a testimony of His love and saving 
grace!   You have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

Pastor Gary 



6/1 Blake Watson 6/17 Dylan Beams 

6/3 Landon Beams 6/17 Otto Heeb 

6/4 Jane Alexander 6/19 Dennis Fuller 

6/5 Bonnie Keith 6/23 Bonnie Adcox 

6/5 Alvarene Peace 6/23 John Alexander, Jr. 

6/6 Weston Roberson 6/23 Jake Nielsen 

6/10 Blaine Greer 6/23 Tanner Nielsen 

6/10 Robbie (Greer) Hall 6/24 Christian Routon 

6/11  J Courson 6/27 Jennifer Goza 

6/14 Laura Kaar 6/29 Ann Dickson 

6/14 Ginger McConnell 6/29 Madilynn Watson 

6/15 Ann Thomas   

June:  A Special Creation 
June 26 – July 2 

God loves me even when I do wrong. 

 

Read together. 
Leaving the Garden (pp. 14-15).  You might also read 
Genesis 3:1-6, 8-14, 23 in your Bible or at biblegate-
way.com.   
 
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  What is God saying to you through 
this story? 
 
 

Share a morning blessing.   
You are a special creation of God.  You are a blessing. 

Vacation Bible School 
July 11-14, 2022   6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Age 4 through 6th grade 
 
Our volunteers are busy preparing for the journey 
into the Wilderness with Moses and the Israelites!   
Please help us spread the word about Wilderness 
Escape.  Invite all the children 
in your life (age 4 through 6th 
grade) to register for Wilder-
ness Escape!  Call Shelly, 234-
4530, or register online at 
www.fumcmagnolia.org/vbs. 

Preparing for the Journey 

Thank you to so many of our members who have 
volunteered for Wilderness Escape!  It’s going to 
be so much fun and we will all learn and grow.  If 
you have not signed up yet, here’s how you can 
help.  

We need prayer partners, assistant tribe leaders, 

Could you loan any of these items? 
E-Z Up canopy, 10’ x 10’  (need 7) 
Baskets (all sizes) 
Plastic laundry basket  (need 3) 

 

Could you donate some of your time 
Help set up Peace Hall   
Help prepare materials  
Help clean up Peace Hall (July 14, 8:00 p.m.) 
Serve as assistant tribe leader  
Serve as AV manager  
Help prepare Bible times costumes 
Pray for the volunteers, children, and families 
 

Could you donate any of these items? 
Black Sharpie markers (ultra-fine point) 
Paper towels 
Small paper plates (6” or 7”) 
Plastic knives 
Plastic spoons 
Gallon zip lock bags  (3 boxes) 
Coffee stirrers (1 pkg.) 
Macramé cord and twine (all colors) 
Soft foam ball or beach ball 
Paint stirring sticks 
8-10 fresh lemons 
Painters’ tape (2 rolls) 
Masking tape  (5 rolls) 
Newspaper (30 sheets) 
 

How to volunteer for Wilderness Escape 

Contact Diana, 870-510-2404,                    
dianacourson@gmail.com                           
Contact Shelly, 234-4530,                           

shellyb@magnoliafumc.org                                 
Sign-up online:  https://bit.ly/3zlSzvi  

 

http://www.fumcmagnolia.org/vbs
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JUNE 24 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JUNE 26 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  David Cole 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
MONDAY, JUNE 27 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, JUNE 28 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, JUNE 30 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
June 4                                                                $6,355.60 
 Sunday School (9:15)       23    
 Sanctuary (10:15)              83    
June 12                                                              $8,453.00   
 Sunday School (9:15)       21     
 Sanctuary (10:15)             70  
June 19                                                              N/A 
 Sunday School (9:15)      23 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             58 

FUMC TV Ministry Offline  
Due to Lighting Strike 

 
On May 21, a lightning strike on or near the church did 
major damage to the audio/video equipment of FUMC TV 
ministry. We are working with our technology, equipment, 
and electrical technicians to understand the damage and 
get it fixed/replaced as quickly as possible. We are expect-
ing insurance to cover most of the damage. 

The TV Ministry of FUMC will be down for the foreseeable 
future as we work through the issues. Please bear with us. 
We will provide updates about the projected date the 
FUMC TV Ministry will be coming back online as more 
information becomes available.  

Gary Sharp  
Board of Trustees, Chairman 

Vacation Bible School 
July 11-14, 2022       6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Age 4 through 6th grade 
 

Summer’s here and that means VBS!  We are ex-
cited to host a new Holy Land Adventure!  This 
year, we will travel with Moses and the Israelites 
as they escape from Egypt.  Each night, children 
will experience life in the Israelite Camp with their 
tribe and visit Moses in his tent.  Games, songs, 
and God sightings round out the activities.   
Use the QR code to preview some of the Wilder-
ness Escape experiences!    
Help us spread the word about Wilderness Escape!  
To sign up for the journey, contact 
Shelly, 234-4530,                              
shellyb@magnoliafumc.org.          
For online registration go to 
www.magnoliafumc.org 


