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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                    June 16, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Living in the Meantime 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

 
What do Prince Harry, Elon Musk, T.S Eliot, Ashley Judd, and 

Matthew McConaughey have in common? 
They all took a gap year, or a year off to study abroad. (A gap year 

is an interim period typically between high school and the first year of 
college). 

There’s even an organization — the Gap Year Association — to 
help students who want to take a gap year. The association emphasiz-
es that a gap year is not a year off, but a year on. 

This is a critical insight for our discussion of today’s reading from 
2 Corinthians. During a gap year, students are “living in the mean-
time,” that is, between the end of high school and the beginning of 
college. It can be important time, valuable time, or time frittered 
away. 

In a sense, gap year kids are living in the meantime. They’re living 
between the past and their future. 

The apostle Paul had an interesting take on this thing we call life. 
For him, his life was a “gap life.” That is, it was life in parentheses, life 
before life. 

Paul was living in the meantime, that period of time between now 
and then. 

In his letter to the Philippians, he says that he’s packed and ready, 
but he suspects a delay: “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 
If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my de-
sire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to re-
main in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your 
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.” (Philippians 1:21-
26, emphasis added).  

Notice his comment about being “pressed between the two.” He 
knew that he was living in the now, even though he preferred the 
then. For him, it was a choice ¾ not his to make, of course ¾ be-
tween life or death. 

The apostle did not regard his gap life to be an empty life. Quite 
the contrary: he thought of down time as up time with the Lord and 
¾ to go back to that crucial insight mentioned at the top ¾ that a 
gap year is not a year off, but a year on. Every year of his Christian 
life was a “year on” for the apostle Paul. And it can be for us, as well. 

 
 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

David and Goliath                                            June 20-26, 2021 

 

Read together:  “David and Goliath” (pages 130-135 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might 
read 1 Samuel 17:4-11, 32-50 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  

 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 

David had learned how to take care of the sheep and how to pray.  What are some things 
to have learned how to do?  When he had to do a hard thing, David trusted God.  When 
are some times that God protects you and gives you courage?   

 

Family conversation cues (older children) 

David used the skills he had learned as a shepherd to defeat Goliath.  What are some 
skills you have that God can use?  What helps you remember to trust God to protect you 
and give you courage? 

 

Family Blessing 

There’s no one exactly like you!  God uses your skills to accomplish important jobs.  

[Family member’s name], trust God to give you the courage to do hard things.  You are a 
blessing. 

Unless we don’t have a mission. 
The apostle Paul did. He was quite clear about the mission of his gap life, or of his 

“living in the meantime.” His mission while living in the meantime was to urge people 
to be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5: 18-21). 

When you’re living in the meantime, just what is your mission? 
We can’t possibly think that God’s plan, God’s will or God’s purpose for us is aim-

lessness, confusion and despair, listlessness, can we?  
Is there a secret to successful living when we’re caught between parentheses, in a 

spiritual no man’s land? Yes, but it’s a secret that’s not a secret! 
The Bible’s advice about living successfully in the meantime was a major theme for 

the apostle Paul. It was a tune he played continually, and it dominated his writings. 
In our text, he revealed the mystery in verses 6 and 7: “So we are always confident.”  
Why? 
“We live by faith and not by sight.” 
For the apostle Paul, it was always about faith. He wasn’t saying we should fake it 

until we make it. Rather, he simply urged us to recall our core values and to live by 
them. He was convinced that when we do this, our purpose and mission will reveal it-
self. 

Paul walked by faith, and so can we. Paul was an ambassador for Jesus Christ, and 
his mission was to reconcile people to God. The fundamental truth to which we must 
cling is that God does have a purpose for us, and God is working out that purpose right 
now ¾ one day at a time. Amen. 



6/1 Blake Watson 6/17 Dylan Beams 

6/3 Landon Beams 6/17 Otto Heeb 

6/4 Jane Alexander 6/19 Dennis Fuller 

6/5 Bonnie Keith 6/23 Bonnie Adcox 

6/5 Alvarene Peace 6/23 John Alexander, Jr. 

6/6 Weston Roberson 6/23 Jake Nielsen 

6/10 Blaine Greer 6/23 Tanner Nielsen 

6/10 Robbie (Greer) Hall 6/24 Christian Routon 

6/11  J Courson 6/27 Jennifer Goza 

6/14 Laura Kaar 6/29 Ann Dickson 

6/14 Ginger McConnell 6/29 Madilynn Watson 

6/15 Ann Thomas   

Saturday, June 19 

FUMC Parking Lot 

Dear FUMC, 
 
Thank you so much for the amazing gifts. 
I look forward in honoring the Lord’s word with 
these gifts. 
 
Thank you for all the support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mitch McDonald 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  JUNE 17 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JUNE  18 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JUNE 20 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR - Parlor led by Bonnie Adcox 
 SPARES AND PAIRS - Upstairs - Sheri Cheatham 
 CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY (New class TBA)   
MONDAY, JUNE 21 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, JUNE 22 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
June 6 
 Family (9:00)  17 
 Sun. School (9:35)  36 
 Sanctuary (10:45)            59  $9,811.00 
June 13 
 Family (9:00)                   15 
 Sun. School (9:35)           32 
 Sanctuary  (10:45)           55           $7,103.00 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 20 

NO BOUNDARIES 

Love is a commitment to seek the good and to work 
for the good and welfare of others. It doesn’t stop at 
our front door or our neighborhood, our religion or 
race, or our state’s or [our] country’s border. This is 
one great fellowship of love throughout the whole 
wide earth, as the hymn goes. It often calls us to step 
outside of what we thought our boundaries were, or 
what others expect of us. It calls for us to sacrifice, 
not because doing so feels good, but because it’s the 
right thing to do. 

—Bishop Michael Curry, Love Is the Way 


