
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       June 15, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-453 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Memories of VBS  



“Trinity Sunday"  

Read John 15:12-16 

Last Sunday morning, we considered some of church history, particularly Athanasius and Arius of Alexandria, as it 
applies to the Trinity. Since this is Trinity Sunday, we are called to take a brief look at one of the Christian doctrines 
that have stirred up a tremendous amount of controversy and arguments throughout church history. That is the doc-
trine of the Trinity! In brief, Arius of Alexandria held that Jesus was a created being and not God Almighty, 
and Athanasius held to the belief in Jesus' divinity! Most churches embrace Athanasius' view that Jesus was God in 
human flesh, the second member of the Holy Trinity! 

 

United Methodists believe in the Holy Trinity. We believe that within the nature of the one true God, three persons 
are identified as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Without going into numerous proof-texts, let me quickly go 
through a brief summary of some verses that highlight what we believe concerning God's nature as it applies to the 
Holy Trinity. I'll end with a practical example that should be easy to follow!  
 
Just shy of two months ago, we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday. Let me share a few texts 
demonstrating the Holy Trinity from an unexpected source! Consider it somewhat like a divine "Who Done 
it?" mystery and let's see what happens when we try to answer the question, "Who raised Jesus from the dead?" 
1.) The Father — Romans 6:4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. [Also Galatians 1:1] You could-
n't ask for it any clearer! These verses clearly indicate that the Father raised Jesus from the dead! But somehow, it 
gets more interesting as we look a bit more! 

2.) The Son — John 2:19-22 “All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  
20 “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?” 
21 But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body.  22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered he had said this, and they believed both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said.  What did He say?  He 
said, “I will raise it up.”  So far, we see that the Father raised Jesus from the dead, but we also see that Jesus raised 
Himself from the dead.  Let’s look a little bit further and see what we shall see! 

3.) The Holy Spirit — Romans 8:11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as 
God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 
So, the Father raised Jesus from the dead, Jesus raised Himself from the dead, and now we see that the Holy Spirit 
raised Jesus from the dead.   

Fact One:  three persons raised Jesus, and all are called God in Scripture!   
Fact two: there is only one God!  Deuteronomy 6:4 
Therefore, these three persons are the one true God! 

 

There have been oodles of attempts to describe the Holy Trinity, and many of them fall a bit short, but there is one 
intriguing example from chemistry that really grabs my attention! It is known as The Triple Point of Wa-
ter. Ordinary water, H2O, when placed in a container under 611.657 pascals of pressure and at 0.01O centigrade 
(273.16 O Kelvin), will turn into a solid (ice) at the bottom of the container, remain a liquid at the center of the con-
tainer and turn into a gas (vapor) at the top of the container. That same water is solid, liquid, and gas at the same 
instant! Now, if the simplest of created substances can be one in nature (H2O) yet three in manifested form (solid, 
liquid, and gas), then the creator of that substance can be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit without any violation of logic 
and reason.   

So besides being a doctrinally challenging concept, what does this mean for you and me? There's a fancy-
schmancy theology term for the internal relationship between the Trinity members called perichoresis. It implies 
a divine dance in which each member of the Trinity exalts and lifts up one another in perfect love, peace, and har-
mony. This is the divine dance we are called to partake of with each other, a dance of divine love, care, and relation-
ship! In what is called Jesus' high priestly prayer, He prays, "Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be 
one as We are.” John 17:11 
 

Let Jesus' prayer be our prayer so that we might always be in such unity that we live to lift up each other in perfect 
love, peace, and harmony.   

Pastor Gary 



6/1 Blake Watson 6/17 Dylan Beams 

6/3 Landon Beams 6/17 Otto Heeb 

6/4 Jane Alexander 6/19 Dennis Fuller 

6/5 Bonnie Keith 6/23 Bonnie Adcox 

6/5 Alvarene Peace 6/23 John Alexander, Jr. 

6/6 Weston Roberson 6/23 Jake Nielsen 

6/10 Blaine Greer 6/23 Tanner Nielsen 

6/10 Robbie (Greer) Hall 6/24 Christian Routon 

6/11  J Courson 6/27 Jennifer Goza 

6/14 Laura Kaar 6/29 Ann Dickson 

6/14 Ginger McConnell 6/29 Madilynn Watson 

6/15 Ann Thomas   

June:  A Special Creation 
June 19-25 

Take care of each other 
 
 

Read together. 
Adam and Eve (pages 12-13).  You might also read Gen-
esis 2:4, 16-18 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.   
 
Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 
Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  Who takes care of you?  How do you 
take care of others? 
 
Share a morning blessing.   
You are a special creation of God.  You are a blessing. 

Thank you to so many of our members who have volun-
teered for Wilderness Escape!  It’s going to be so much 
fun and we will all learn and grow.  If you have not 
signed up yet, here’s how you can help.  

We need prayer partners, assistant tribe leaders, assis-
tant tent hosts, aspiring actors for short skits, assistant 
games leaders, registration assistants, a set-up and dec-
orating crew, and a clean-up crew.  We also need sup-
porters who can donate materials (list of items in next 
week’s newsletter).   

How to volunteer for Wilderness Escape 

Contact Diana, 870-510-2404,                                            
dianacourson@gmail.com     

Contact Shelly, 234-4530,                                                 
shellyb@magnoliafumc.org      

     Sign-up online:  https://bit.ly/3zlSzvi  
 

 

Vacation Bible School 
July 11-14, 2022 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Age 4 through 6th grade 
 

Summer’s here and that means VBS!  We are ex-
cited to host a new Holy Land Adventure!  This 
year, we will travel with Moses and the Israelites 
as they escape from Egypt.  Each night, children 
will experience life in the Israelite Camp with their 
tribe and visit Moses in his tent.  Games, songs, 
and God sightings round out the activities.   

Use the QR code to preview some of the Wilder-
ness Escape experiences!    

Help us spread the word about Wilderness Escape!  
To sign up for the journey, contact Shelly,         
234-4530, shellyb@magnoliafumc.org.  For online 
registration go to www.magnoliafumc.org 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 16 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JUNE19 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Roger Guevara 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, JUNE 20 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, JUNE 21 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
June 4                                                                $6,355.60 
 Sunday School (9:15)       23    
 Sanctuary (10:15)              83    
June 12                                                              $8,453.00   
 Sunday School (9:15)      21     
 Sanctuary (10:15)             70    

Greetings, 
I would like to take time to thank the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church family for the love offer-
ing.  Your kindness is well appreciated.  I will 
forever be grateful. 
Thank you all.  I can never thank 
you enough.  God Bless each and 
everyone of you! 
Love, 
Libby Gilbert 

Pedals for Compassion Bike Ride Fundraiser 

FUMC TV Ministry Offline  
Due to Lighting Strike 

 
On May 21, a lightning strike on or near the church 
did major damage to the audio/video equipment of 
FUMC TV ministry. We are working with our tech-
nology, equipment, and electrical technicians to un-
derstand the damage and get it fixed/replaced as 
quickly as possible. We are expecting insurance to 
cover most of the damage. 

The TV Ministry of FUMC will be down for 
the foreseeable future as we work through 
the issues. Please bear with us. We will pro-
vide updates about the projected date the 
FUMC TV Ministry will be coming back 
online as more information becomes availa-
ble.  

Gary Sharp  
Board of Trustees, Chairman 


