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       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                    June 9, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap! 
 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very 
abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can 
read the whole sermon "Optimism and the Brain "in the Magnolia Messenger for 
the "rest of the story" Read 2 Cor. 4:13-5:1.  
 

According to an article in Nature Neuroscience from 2011, the researchers at 
the Wellcome Trust Centre for Neuroimaging at University College London conclud-
ed that optimism is something akin to a "brain defect." So as I considered this 
week's text, I thought the Apostle Paul and his optimism would have made an ex-
cellent subject for them to evaluate! So let's take a verse-by-verse look at this par-
ticular section from Paul's letter, and we'll be able to see where his cheery opti-
mism is coming from… 
 

I. Faith - In verse 13, Paul writes, "But we continue to preach because we have the 
same kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, 'I believed in God, so I 
spoke.'" Paul read the words of the Psalmist, who had similar problems of mis-
treatment by others. In Psalm116, David kept his confidence in God despite his 
circumstances. Even so, Paul believed and continued to declare his faith! 
 

II. The Inevitability of Death - Although it is not one of the most cheery subjects, 
Paul knew about the inevitability of death, but he looked beyond this life to life 
everlasting! Paul optimistically wrote, "We know that God, who raised the Lord Je-
sus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you." (verse 
14). 
 

III. Regarding Life's many trials - Paul optimistically referred to the trials and 
troubles he and his ministerial partners endured as being for our benefit as the 
body of Christ, the church! In verse 15, Paul writes, "All of this is for your benefit. [All 
of what? All of the miseries, disappointments, and persecutions Paul and company 
faced!] And as God's grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanks-
giving, and God will receive more and more glory." In verse 16, Paul simply 
states, "That is why we never give up." We never give up because our labors, suffer-
ing, and even our joys can bring God's grace to others and result in thanksgiving 
and more glory for God! 
 

IV. Worn out physically, but yet spiritually renewed - Paul knew that his physical 
frame, what he called the "outward man," was rapidly wearing out from the many 
difficulties he experienced in ministry and life in general. Still, he was likewise en-



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

David Is Chosen                                             June 13-19, 2021 

 

Read together:  “David Is Chosen” (pages 126-129 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might read 1 
Samuel 16:1-13 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  

Family conversation cues (younger children) 

David helped his family by taking care of the sheep.  What are some jobs you do to help your fam-
ily?  What do you think made David a good choice to be the next king? 

Family conversation cues (older children) 

What do you think it means that God looks at a person’s heart?  David didn’t look like a king yet.  
What made him a good choice?  

Family Blessing 

What matters most to God is not how we look.  What matters most is if we are kind, helpful, and 
ready to follow God’s directions. 

[Family member’s name], God has chosen you to be his faithful servant.  You are a blessing. 

couraged that his "inward man," Paul's spiritual life, was growing stronger every day. The same can be, 
and hopefully is, true for all of us as believers in Christ Jesus! 
 

V. Great troubles, but an even greater God - in verse 17, Paul writes, "For our present troubles are small 
and won't last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forev-
er!" Let's look to see what Paul's optimistic idea of light affliction was in light of 2 Corinthians 11:23-26. 
According to Paul, he was: put in prison over and over, flogged an innumerable number of times, faced 
death numerous times, received 39 lashes from the Jews 5 times, was beaten with rods 3 times, was 
stoned one time, was shipwrecked 3 times, he spent a day and night in the sea, was in continual danger 
from rivers and robbers, was in danger from his own countrymen, and was continually concerned about 
the health of all of the churches. Yet, Paul didn't focus on those things seen but turned his gaze toward 
heaven and the glory it would one day hold for all believers. (paraphrase verse 18). 
 

VI. Paul was optimistic even about death because he knew… "…that when this earthly tent we live in is 
taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal 
body made for us by God himself and not by human hands." 
 

So is Christianity itself the result of an optimism bias or brain defect? Not at all, Christianity is quite realistic 
about the difficulties of life, but it insists that those difficulties are not what define who we are or where 
we are headed when we are following Jesus. But if the apostle Paul had a brain defect, then all of us who 
walk with Christ have the same condition. Call it muddled-brain optimism if you want, but the Bible and 
the experience of generations of the faithful declare it is real.  
 

I don't know what you are going through this moment, but I do know that faith, hope, and love for God 
and neighbor will result in a healthy enough optimism to carry us all through our most challenging times. 
So be the voice of encouragement and hope to each other, and you might just find yourself to be an an-
gel of mercy to someone in need!   
 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so keep on being one!             
 

Pastor Gary       



6/1 Blake Watson 6/17 Dylan Beams 

6/3 Landon Beams 6/17 Otto Heeb 

6/4 Jane Alexander 6/19 Dennis Fuller 

6/5 Bonnie Keith 6/23 Bonnie Adcox 

6/5 Alvarene Peace 6/23 John Alexander, Jr. 

6/6 Weston Roberson 6/23 Jake Nielsen 

6/10 Blaine Greer 6/23 Tanner Nielsen 

6/10 Robbie (Greer) Hall 6/24 Christian Routon 

6/11  J Courson 6/27 Jennifer Goza 

6/14 Laura Kaar 6/29 Ann Dickson 

6/14 Ginger McConnell 6/29 Madilynn Watson 

6/15 Ann Thomas   

Saturday, June 19 

Life Share Blood Drive  
FUMC Parking Lot 

June 9, 2021 

11:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M. 

ENROLL AT: www.magnoliafumc.org 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  JUNE 10 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    6:00 PM SPRC MEETING 
FRIDAY, JUNE  11 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JUNE 13 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR - Parlor led by Roger Guevara 
 SPARES AND PAIRS - Upstairs - Sheri Cheatham 
 CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY (New class TBA)   
MONDAY, JUNE 14 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, JUNE 15 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 
    6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
June 6 
 Family (9:00)  17 
 Sun. School (9:35)  36 
 Sanctuary (10:45)            59  $9,811.00 
 
  
 

Celebration of Life Service 

Julia Marian G. “Tootsie” Schmidt 

Saturday, June 12, 2021 
11:00 a.m. 

First United Methodist Church Sanctuary 

FUMC CHURCH  
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday                            

800 a.m. –4:00 p.m. 
                                Friday 

                                      8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
 

These hours are effective immediately 


