
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       June 8, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-453 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

CONFIRMATION CLASS  
OF 2022 

 
Bryce Bailey, Carson Britt, 

Jake Britt, Riley Lewis 

ALVARENE PEACE’S  100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. 
Flowers were sent to her from Ann Thomas. 



Pentecost Sunday — 2022 
 

Please read Acts:2:1-21. 
The scene for this morning’s reading is the Upper Room. It’s the same place Jesus and Company have gathered 
every time they have come to Jerusalem. It’s the place where they ate the Last Supper together. It was a place 
of memories, some very good and some not so good. But now, it was a place of waiting, wondering, and pray-
ing. It had been some ten (10) days since Jesus ascended back to heaven. I can only imagine the tension that 
filled that room as they wondered what would become of them and this incredible movement that Jesus had 
started. Jesus had told them to wait in Jerusalem until they were given power from on high! In Luke 
24:49, Jesus said, “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you 
are endued with power from on high.” Later, in Acts 1:8, we read the reason for them to wait and be empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. Jesus, again speaking, said, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

And sure enough, what came next was the Holy Spirit! Amid another morning that promised nothing more 
than being a hot and humid day of waiting, the Holy Spirit arrived with a sound like that of the rush of a mighty 
wind. The Holy Spirit lifted them out of their worries and waiting and gave them direction, purpose, and power 
into their lives for the ministry that Jesus gave to all believers. They went from a frightened band of believers to 
bold men and women who turned the world and history upside down with the Gospel of Christ! They were bap-
tized with boldness and went out proclaiming the Gospel at the risk of life and limb! 
 

Is that same power available to us today? Yes, but we need to avail ourselves of that power, work for the king-
dom, and move out in faith! How can we “tap into” that power?  
 

We can do that by being: 
1.) Passionate and Consistent in Prayer — I’m pretty sure that during their 10-days in the Upper Room, those 
gathered together knew they needed to be in an attitude of daily, if not hourly, prayer. But how about us? Some 
of us appreciate this gift, while others relate it just to meals and a quick, “Now I lay me down to 
sleep…” moment before drifting into slumberland. For others, it is a lifeline to God for love, comfort in times of 
need, and the power needed for our daily lives and ministry. Where do we start? We pray in those times of need, 
but when the Spirit moves us to pray for ourselves and others. Our prayers need to begin at the very moment 
when the Spirit speaks softly to our hearts or when a need arises. I used to say, I will remember you in my pray-
ers. I now say, “Let’s pray right now!”  
2.) Living into God’s Word — A healthy Christian Community reads the Bible and strives to know more about 
it. Over the past 3-years, we have had numerous opportunities to gather together for fellowship and Bible 
study times. Many cannot make it for such weekly journeys, so what can you do? If you want to know Scripture, 
the best way is to…are you ready for it? You can study it with others or just simply read it on your own! You can 
complement your reading with some excellent commentaries to help in those difficult spots in Scripture. 
Reading the Upper Room is also an excellent resource! 
3.) Having a clear sense of our participation in God’s mission — Bishop Mueller’s mission statement of the 
Arkansas United Methodist Church is “Creating vital congregations that make disciples of Jesus Christ, who 
make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, communities, and the world!” 
 

Where do you fit in that mission statement? Some might instantly know where they fit into that mission state-
ment, while others might wonder where they fit. How do you participate? It doesn’t matter if you are 8 or 108; 
you are included in these words. You can participate through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and wit-
ness! The Holy Spirit might not give you the ability to speak in foreign tongues. Still, the Holy Spirit will em-
power you to speak the language of God’s love for all and be witnesses for Christ Jesus! What you do with that 
gift is up to you! Will you let that gift and empowerment lie dormant, or will you be an agent of transformation 
in the world? 
 

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                                                                       Pastor Gary 



6/1 Blake Watson 6/17 Dylan Beams 

6/3 Landon Beams 6/17 Otto Heeb 

6/4 Jane Alexander 6/19 Dennis Fuller 

6/5 Bonnie Keith 6/23 Bonnie Adcox 

6/5 Alvarene Peace 6/23 John Alexander, Jr. 

6/6 Weston Roberson 6/23 Jake Nielsen 

6/10 Blaine Greer 6/23 Tanner Nielsen 

6/10 Robbie (Greer) Hall 6/24 Christian Routon 

6/11  J Courson 6/27 Jennifer Goza 

6/14 Laura Kaar 6/29 Ann Dickson 

6/14 Ginger McConnell 6/29 Madilynn Watson 

6/15 Ann Thomas   

June:  A Special Creation 
June 12-18 

Enjoy and care for God’s earth. 
 

Read together. 
The Creation (pp. 8-11).  You might also read Genesis 1:1
-31 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you.  What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  What are some things you do to care 
for God’s creation?   
 

Share a morning blessing.   
You are a special creation of God  You are a blessing. 

 
Thank you to so many of our members who have volun-
teered for Wilderness Escape!  It’s going to be so much 
fun and we will all learn and grow.  If you have not 
signed up yet, here’s how you can help.  

We need prayer partners, assistant tribe leaders, assis-
tant tent hosts, aspiring actors for short skits, assistant 
games leaders, registration assistants, a set-up and dec-
orating crew, and a clean-up crew.  We also need sup-
porters who can donate materials (list of items in next 
week’s newsletter).   
 

How to volunteer for Wilderness Escape 

Contact Diana, 870-510-2404,                                            
dianacourson@gmail.com     

Contact Shelly, 234-4530,                                                 
shellyb@magnoliafumc.org      

     Sign-up online:  https://bit.ly/3zlSzvi  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
July 11-14, 2022 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Age 4 through 6th grade 
 

Summer’s here and that means VBS!  We are excited to 
host another HolyLand Adventure!  This year, we will 
travel with Moses and the Israelites as they escape 
from Egypt.  Each night, children will travel with their 
tribe to the Israelite Camp and visit Moses in his tent.  
Games, songs, and God sightings round out the activi-
ties.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JUNE 10 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, JUNE12 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Billie Dadgar 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, JUNE 13 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, JUNE 14 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, JUNE 16 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
June 4                                                                $6,355.60 
 Sunday School (9:15)       23    
 Sanctuary (10:15)              83    

Dear FUMC  Friends and Family, 
 
     Thank you so much for the wonderful 
service and luncheon in our honor. 
Isaiah Morgan 

Pedals for Compassion 
June 11 

Month of May: 
Tithes/Offerings     $ 46,487 
May's Expenses      $ 56,566 
----------------------------------- 
                             ( $10,079 ) 


