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To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships

June 2, 2021
Sunday
Family Worship—9:00am
Sunday Sch. 9:15am
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am
Facebook Live 10:15am
YouTube
Noon—Cable Channel 13
KVMA-AM 630
KVMA-FM 99.1
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm
Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable
Channel 13
How to Reach Us:
Church Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
8:00am –4:00pm
Friday
8:00am—12:00pm
870-234-4530
Our Staff:
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell;
Shelly Burgess,
Children & Families Ministries;
Tracie Nipper,
Administrative Secretary;
Amanda Franks,
Business Manager;
Dr. Kim Shirey,
Director of Music;
Sharon Ard,
Organist;
Skippy Warlick,
Building Supervisor;
Kenneth Manning,
Custodian;
Gwendolyn Reed,
Dir. Child Development Ctr;
Barbara Lewis,
Director, The Caring Place;
Libby and George Gilbert,
Stewpot Cooks;
Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery
Attendants

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap!
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a

very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later,
you can read the whole sermon ("Memorial Day 2021") in the Magnolia
Messenger for the "rest of the story" Read Joshua 4:4-24.

The stones of which Joshua wrote were placed there to remind the Israelites
of God's provision for them as His chosen people. To remind them that He
had brought them out from captivity and into freedom. It was important for
the Israelites to remember this far-reaching event, and it is also vital for us to
remember significant people, dates, and events. We use all sorts of things as
remembrances of important life events: births, deaths, marriages, great
achievements like graduations, and our heroes! For some people, we remember them by erecting grand stone monuments and recording their lives in
books. At the same time, at other times, we keep personal records of our life
events through photographs, notes, and video recordings. They can be as
simple as a greeting card or even a fond memory that lives on with us. Whatever the event, we tend to memorialize it in some way. These past weeks, we
had many things to remember. We celebrated High School and College graduations, celebrated Confirmation Sunday, and celebrated a little Easter every
Sunday as we remember the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord, and
tomorrow we will celebrate Memorial Day. Memorial Day only brings to
mind thoughts of a three-day weekend, parades, barbecues, picnics, and baseball games for far too many people. But what is often forgotten is the reason
for the holiday: it's a day of remembrance for those who have died in service
of the United States of America fighting for the freedoms that we often take
for granted. To paraphrase Joshua's words for Memorial Day, in verse 21, "In
the future your children will ask, 'What does this day mean?' Memorial Day
was borne out of the Civil War and a desire to honor our dead. It was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No.
11. "The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with
flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense
of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost
every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land," he proclaimed. The
date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn't the anniversary of any particular battle. It became a National Holiday with Congressional passage of the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 – 363).

.

My earliest recollection of Memorial Day was when my mom and I were in her 1964 Mercury Montclair
Marauder driving through the city. I remember seeing men standing at the traffic light intersection selling
little red cloth poppies with those flexible wire stems that remind me of twister ties on bread packages. My
mom would always give those volunteers money for a new one each year and hang it from the rearview
mirror. She told me what it represented the brave men and women who gave their utmost for our freedom,
and that has always stuck with me since those days. But as you well know, another person shed His blood
and gave his life for another kind of freedom! That one, of course, is Jesus, the chief cornerstone of our
faith. Jesus shed His precious blood and voluntarily laid down His life on Calvary so that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life! This sacrifice also demands a response. And we
have our memorial stones with which to remember Him and bring honor and glory to His name!
What could some of our Memorial Stones be? The sacraments of the church come to mind. The easiest to
understand definition is one I heard years ago. "A sacrament is an outward and visible sign of an inward
and spiritual grace." (1). Baptism — Our baptism is that time when we outwardly identify with the death,
burial, and resurrection of our Lord. This outward identification reflects that inward and spiritual grace that
God has given us. At this very moment in our lives, we become a living testament to what Jesus has done
for us on Calvary. (2) The Lord's Supper — We remember the broken body and shed blood of our Lord
Jesus until he comes again. Yes, another outward and visible sign reflects that inward and spiritual grace
that God has given us. (3) The Church and Church Membership — As we commit ourselves to church
membership, we promise to support our church through our prayers, presence, and gifts. Unlike baptism, a
once-in-a-lifetime event, or even Holy Communion, which we celebrate once per month, this is to be an
ongoing memorial to Him!
Don't get me wrong, baptism, communion, and church membership are essential things to do, but the
life that follows is what really stands as a memorial to the one we serve. I have heard it said, "Your life is
God's gift to you...What you do with it is your gift to God."
As followers of Jesus, we have become something quite unique, and we should do something with it.
In 1 Peter 2:5, we read, "And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What's
more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that
please God." (NLT)
So, what should we, as living stones, be doing? Just a handful of verses later in 1 Peter 2:9, we
read, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:"
Our lives should show forth praises of Him who called us forth out of darkness and into his marvelous
light. Let none of us ever forget the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ for our freedom from death, sin, and
the grave, and let's not forget the many brave men and women who have fought for our cherished right to
worship God freely and openly in this great nation.
So, what are you waiting for? You have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Naaman Is Healed

June 6-12, 2021

Read together: “Naaman Is Healed” (pages 148-151 in the Spark Story Bible). You might read 2 Kings
5:1-19 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.
Family conversation cues (younger children)
In the story, who helped Naaman follow God’s directions? Name some of the people who help you follow
God’s directions. What do those people do to help you follow God’s directions?
Family conversation cues (older children)
God’s plan for healing Naaman was not what Naaman expected. Talk about a time that God surprised
you. Who encourages you to continue listening to and following God? What do you do to encourage others to trust God?
Family Blessing
We help each other obey God, even when God’s plan is not what we expect.
[Family member’s name], God cares for you and has a special plan for you. You are a blessing.

Life Share Blood Drive
FUMC Parking Lot
June 9, 2021

11:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.

Saturday, June 19

6/1

Blake Watson

6/17

Dylan Beams

6/3

Landon Beams

6/17

Otto Heeb

6/4

Jane Alexander

6/19

Dennis Fuller

6/5

Bonnie Keith

6/23

Bonnie Adcox

6/5

Alvarene Peace

6/23

John Alexander, Jr.

6/6

Weston Roberson

6/23

Jake Nielsen

6/10 Blaine Greer

6/23

Tanner Nielsen

6/10 Robbie (Greer) Hall

6/24

Christian Routon

6/11

J Courson

6/27

Jennifer Goza

6/14

Laura Kaar

6/29

Ann Dickson

6/14

Ginger McConnell

6/29

Madilynn Watson

6/15

Ann Thomas

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 3
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
SUNDAY, JUNE 6
TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL at home
Lesson posted in newsletter and website.
Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm.
9:00 AM
PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone)
9:15 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Larry Kelso
SPARES AND PAIRS —Upstairs - Sheri Cheatham
Ways to attend: In-Person & Zoom
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Treehouse
10:15 AM
SANCTUARY WORSHIP (everyone)
Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live, Recording
(posted later) on Website, YouTube
12:00 noon
Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship
5:30 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY (NEW CLASS TBA)
(Zoom)
MONDAY, JUNE 7
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
TUESDAY, JUNE 8
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
11:00—5:00 PM LIFESHARE BLOOD DRIVE (Parking Lot)
6:00 PM
ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY (In-person)
7:00 PM
Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship
5:30 PM
CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary)

A Record of Our Faithfulness
Attendance
Offerings

May 2

May 9

May 16

May 23

May 30

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)

23
22
53

$7,443.00

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)

25
26
71

$7,221.00

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)

19
24
120

$3,375.00

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:30)
Sanctuary (10:45)

9
30
63

$7,522.00

Family (9:00)
Sun. School
Sanctuary (10:45)

20
23
49

Celebration of Life Service
Julia Marian G. “Tootsie” Schmidt
Saturday, June 12, 2021
11:00 a.m.
First United Methodist Church Sanctuary
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