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Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

Graduate Sunday — 2021  
 
[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so 
make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the whole sermon and more!] Please 
read 2 Timothy 1:7, Philippians 3:13-14, and Hebrews 12:1-3. 
 

Graduation is an exciting time. It's a time that you have looked forward to for years. 
And now, you've reached the time that most of you were looking forward to, gradua-
tion! Despite being an exciting time, there will be many challenges and temptations 
to steer you away from your dreams, goals, and even your faith. So this morning, I'd 
like to share some thoughts with you as you prepare for this next major life event. To 
do so, I brought my key chain, and although many of the keys look similar, only one 
will open the door to the Fellowship Hall, and only one will open the door to the 
church, etc. Each one was made to the exact specifications for the intended door. 
 

The original key, and any copies made afterward, followed a specific pattern that en-
sured the key would work. That key started out as smooth as the blank key I have on 
this other chain. Similarly, you were able to etch out a different sort of "Key" that led 
to your success in high school. I know this was not totally your own doing because, 
like all of us, you had some help along the way. Throughout the years, your parents, 
teachers, friends, and others helped you develop the habits - or to use the "Key" anal-
ogy, cut the needed grooves that enabled you to develop into the young men and 
women you are today. Although the key to your success in college, marriage, and be-
yond might have some similar looking cuts and grooves, you are now going to a 
brand new level of learning, living, and life experiences. This blank key represents 
each of you as you begin this next leg of your journey in life. Just as a blank key is 
placed next to the original to make a working copy, you will also need a good original 
from which to copy to make you into the best person possible! 
 

I. The first key cut is to Face Your Fears! We are all afraid from time to time. Some 
people fear storms; some are afraid of birds or animals; some fear not being accepted 
or a fear of not being liked, or a fear of failing. We all have fears, and it's not wrong to 
have fears. What is wrong is when we let those fears begin to control us. It becomes a 
problem when we become consumed by fear. When we start to live in a constant 
state of fear or don't do important things because of fear. So, how do we overcome 
this fear? In 2 Timothy 1:7, the Apostle Paul reminds us that, "[For] God did not give 
us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control." Our fears won't always van-
ish instantly, but we can face our fears with God in control. The Holy Spirit's empow-
erment will give us the ability to do what life demands and maintain control when our 
fears arise. Max Lucado wrote, "Fear doesn't want you to make the journey to the 



  

mountain. If he can rattle you enough, fear will persuade you to take your eyes off the peaks and set-
tle for a dull existence in the flatlands." 
 

II. The second ket cut is to Forget Your failures! No one likes to fail or even remember their failures. 
Unfortunately, many people constantly dwell on their failures. I want to let you in on a little secret. 
Everyone will fail at one point in their life. Failures are not the end of the world. Learn from them, and 
then go on! Listen to what Paul wrote in Philippians 3. Paul was in prison, chained to a Roman guard, 
under what were probably deplorable conditions when he wrote, "Forget what is behind you and 
press forward." Philippians 3:13-14 As Winston Churchill once said, "Never give up!" 
 

III. This brings us to THE FINAL CUT IN OUR KEY for this morning, and that is: Follow Your Faith! 
The Apostle Paul tells us if we want to finish our mission in life successfully, "… let's also run the race 
that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let's throw 
off any extra baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up, 2  and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith's pioneer 
and perfecter." (CEB) 
 
So there you have it: 1.) Face your fears, and don't let them control you and stop you from your 
dreams! 2.) Forget your failures, learn from them, but don't let them paralyze you into inaction! 3.) 
Get rid of anything that might trip you up, and follow your faith! 
 

As each of you makes decisions, take specific paths in life, and follow God, these actions will begin to 
etch a new pattern into your life. The same way that a key is to be carved and created to be of use, 
you will also shape your life to be all that God has created for you to be. I guarantee that as long as 
you keep God at the forefront of all that you do, you will not only be blessed, but you will be a blessing 
to God and to the others you meet! 
 

So, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!   
 

Pastor Gary 

 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  The Holy Spirit                                   May 23-29, 2021 

 

Read together:  “The Holy Spirit” (pages 502-503 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might read 
Acts 2:1-21, 36-42 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  

Family conversation cues (younger children) 

The disciples heard a sound like a strong wind.  It was God’s Spirit coming to them.  What 
have you seen the wind do?  What have you seen God do? 

Family conversation cues (older children) 

The story describes the beginning of the Christian church.  What does it mean to be part of a 
church family?  Why do you think God’s Spirit appeared as wind in the story?   

Family Blessing 

The disciples carried God’s power within them.  Guess what?  We do, too!      

[Family member’s name], God’s power is in you so that you can share God’s love and joy.  You 
are a blessing. 



  

5/1 Stephen Alexander 5/20 Terry “Bo” Ray 

5/6 Jonni Roberts 5/22 Kay Bolding 

5/7 Randy Bailey 5/22 Hannah Kaar 

5/7 Allie Mann 5/23 Caden Elledge 

5/7 Caroline Nipper Rosel  5/23 Jennifer Hubbard 

5/13 Abbi Sprayberry 5/25 Gabrielle Dunn 

5/13 Trinity Stagner 5/26 Julie Dixon 

5/15 Jamie Boyd 5/27 Brittney Heeb 

5/16 Sofia Klucar 5/27 Heath Lewis 

5/16 Grey Lindsey 5/29 Whitney Whitelaw 

5/19 Leslie Gill      5/30 Zoe Taylor 

    

2021  

Confirmation Class 

Jennifer Goza  

Kingston Norman 

Christian Routon 

Saturday, June 19 

LifeShare Blood Drive  

June 3, 2021 

11:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  MAY 20 
    8:00 AM  - 1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, MAY 23 - PENTECOST - CONFIRMATION  
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Larry Kelso 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Upstairs - Sheri Cheatham 
 Ways to attend: In-Person &  Zoom 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS - Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  “2, 4”  - Worship for Kids in the Treehouse 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM YOUTH - Movie and Popcorn 
    5:30 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
MONDAY, MAY 24 
    8:00 AM - 1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    1:30 PM CIRCLE 2 - Parlor 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 25 
    8:00 AM  - 1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    5:30 PM ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING - 
  Peace Hall 

CONTINUED CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
May 2 
 Family (9:00)  23 
 Sun. School (9:35)  22    
 Sanctuary (10:45)            53  $7,443.00 
May 9 
 Family (9:00)  25 
               Sun. School (9:35) 26 
               Sanctuary (10:45) 71 $7,221.00 
May 16 
 Family (9:00)  19 
 Sun. School (9:35) 24 
 Sanctuary  120 $3,375.00 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    6:00 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (In-person)   
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
    7:00 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 

Administrative  

Council Meeting 

 

Tuesday,  

May 25, 2021 

 5:30 PM 

 

Peace Hall 


