
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       May 18, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-453 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

CONGRATULTONS SENIORS 

Isaiah Morgan, Tanner Edwards, 
 Jackson Boyd, Breanna and  

Caylea Brummett 
 

Isaiah Morgan, 2022 recipient of the 
Tucker Franks Scholarship 



 

Graduation is an exciting time. It's a time that you have looked forward to for years. And now, you've 
reached the time that most of you were looking forward to, graduation! Despite being an exciting time, 
there will be many challenges and temptations to steer you away from your dreams, goals, and even your 
faith. So this morning, I'd like to share some thoughts with you as you prepare for this next major life event. 
To do so, I brought my key chain, and although many of the keys look similar, only one will open the door to 
the Fellowship Hall, and only one will open the door to the church, etc. Each one was made to the exact 
specifications for the intended door. 
 

The original key, and any copies made afterward, followed a specific pattern that ensured the key would 
work. That key started out as smooth as the blank key I have on this other chain. Similarly, you were able to 
etch out a different sort of "Key" that led to your success in high school. I know this was not totally your own 
doing because, like all of us, you had some help along the way. Throughout the years, your parents, teachers, 
friends, and others helped you develop the habits - or to use the "Key" analogy, cut the needed grooves that 
enabled you to develop into the young men and women you are today. Although the key to your success in 
college, marriage, and beyond might have some similar looking cuts and grooves, you are now going to a 
brand new level of learning, living, and life experiences. This blank key represents each of you as you begin 
this next leg of your journey in life. Just as a blank key is placed next to the original to make a working copy, 
you will also need a good original from which to copy to make you into the best person possible! 
 

I. The first key cut is to Face Your Fears! We are all afraid from time to time. Some people fear storms; some 
are afraid of birds or animals; some fear not being accepted or a fear of not being liked, or a fear of failing. 
We all have fears, and it's not wrong to have fears. What is wrong is when we let those fears begin to control 
us. It becomes a problem when we become consumed by fear. When we start to live in a constant state of 
fear or don't do important things because of fear. So, how do we overcome this fear? In 2 Timothy 1:7, the 
Apostle Paul reminds us that, "[For] God did not give us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-
control." Our fears won't always vanish instantly, but we can face our fears with God in control. The Holy 
Spirit's empowerment will give us the ability to do what life demands and maintain control when our fears 
arise. Max Lucado wrote, "Fear doesn't want you to make the journey to the mountain. If he can rattle you 
enough, fear will persuade you to take your eyes off the peaks and settle for a dull existence in the flat-
lands." 
 

II. The second ket cut is to Forget Your failures! No one likes to fail or even remember their failures. Unfor-
tunately, many people constantly dwell on their failures. I want to let you in on a little secret. Everyone will 
fail at one point in their life. Failures are not the end of the world. Learn from them, and then go on! Listen 
to what Paul wrote in Philippians 3. Paul was in prison, chained to a Roman guard, under what were proba-
bly deplorable conditions when he wrote, "Forget what is behind you and press forward." Philippians 3:13-14 
As Winston Churchill once said, "Never give up!" 
 

III. This brings us to THE FINAL CUT IN OUR KEY for this morning, and that is: Follow Your Faith! The Apos-
tle Paul tells us if we want to finish our mission in life successfully, "… let's also run the race that is laid out in 
front of us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let's throw off any extra baggage, 
get rid of the sin that trips us up, 2  and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith's pioneer and perfecter." (CEB) 
 
So there you have it: 1.) Face your fears, and don't let them control you and stop you from your dreams! 2.) 
Forget your failures, learn from them, but don't let them paralyze you into inaction! 3.) Get rid of anything 
that might trip you up, and follow your faith! 
 

As each of you makes decisions, take specific paths in life, and follow God, these actions will begin to etch a 
new pattern into your life. The same way that a key is to be carved and created to be of use, you will also 
shape your life to be all that God has created for you to be. I guarantee that as long as you keep God at the 
forefront of all that you do, you will not only be blessed, but you will be a blessing to God and to the others 



FUMC Child Development Center 
Graduation Ceremony 

Sunday, May 22 

Peace Hall 
2:30 p.m. 

5/1 Stephen Alexander 5/20 Terry “Bo” Ray 

5/6 Jonni Roberts 5/22 Kay Bolding 

5/7 Randy Bailey 5/22 Hannah Wells 

5/7 Allie Mann 5/23 Caden Elledge 

5/7 Caroline Nipper Rosel  5/23 Jennifer Hubbard 

5/10 Sagan Adcock 5/25 Gabrielle Dunn 

5/13 Abbi Sprayberry 5/26 Julie Dixon 

5/13 Trinity Stagner 5/26 Emma Watson 

5/14 Charlee Cheshir 5/27 Brittney Heeb 

5/15 Jamie Boyd 5/27 Heath Lewis 

5/16 Sofia Klucar 5/29 Whitney Whitelaw 

5/16 Grey Lindsey 5/30 Zoe Taylor 

May:  Created to Be and Do 

May 22-28 

God gives purpose to life. 

 
Read together. 

Jeremiah the Boy Prophet (pp. 54-55).  You might also 
read Jeremiah 1:4-12 and 18:1-10 in your Bible or at bi-
blegateway.com.   

 
Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the 
story.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from his 
or her heart and mind. 

 
Think together.  Share what the story means for you. 
What is something you noticed for the first time in this 
story?  What are you wondering about?  God told Jere-
miah his purpose in life was to tell the people what God 
wanted them to know.  What do you think God’s purpose 
is for you this week? 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, MAY 19 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MAY 20 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, MAY 22 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    5:30 PM NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, MAY 23 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 24 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of 
John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, MAY 26 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
May 1        $10,594.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)        40   
 Sanctuary (10:15)              90         
May 7        $ 9,215.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)        30  
 Sanctuary (10:15)               93     
May 15        $13,911.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)         32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              118 

ALVARENE  PEACE       
100th  BIRTHDAY 

 JUNE 5 
 

  Please send cards to celebrate  
 Alvarene Peace 

Wentworth Place,  
38 Warnock Springs Road 

A Huge THANK YOU to the volunteers that  
planted the caladium bulbs in the front lawn of 

the church.  
 

Ann Dickson 
Donna Garrett 

Jennifer Hubbard 
Deborah Nipper 

Elizabeth and Floyd Tye 
Whitney Whitelaw 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Ken Williams. 


