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       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                    May 12, 2021                                              

Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

Taking One for the Team  

 
[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so 
make sure you get the Marvell/Lexa Messenger for the whole sermon and more!] 
Please read John 15:9-17. 
 

Perhaps you've heard the old expression, "Take one for the team." The definition of 
that phrase is, "Willingly undertake an unpleasant task or make a personal sacrifice 
for the collective benefit of one's friends or colleagues."  In its most extreme applica-
tion, there are many stories of soldiers, for example, who threw themselves on a gre-
nade or jumped in front of machine-gun fire to protect a friend. We can also read the 
accounts of martyrs and others throughout history who sacrificed their very lives for 
the sake of others or in service to a cause beyond themselves. 
 

It makes us think, "What kind of love does it take to make the ultimate sacri-
fice?" and "What kind of team is worth that level of commitment?” Whatever you 
might about such sacrifices, one person indeed took the expression "taking one for 
the team" to unbelievable heights. That one, as you may have guessed, is Jesus 
Christ. Jesus said to His disciples, "No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's 
life for one's friends" (John 15:13). If anyone can teach us what it really means to "take 
one for the team," it is Jesus. Jesus frequently spoke about His impending death and 
suffering on the cross of Calvary. Jesus said He was going to sacrifice Himself on 
behalf of the whole team, not just the disciples but all of humanity!  
 

In the good Shepherd discourse, Jesus said He was going to voluntarily lay down His 
life… In John 10:17-18, Jesus said, "The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I 
may take it back again. 18 No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. 
For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For 
this is what my Father has commanded." 
 

The reason that Jesus gave for his willingness to have his own life cut off is "love" for 
his "friends." Here's where a little understanding of the Greek might be helpful to your 
congregation. The word used here for "love" (phileo) is a form of the word translated 
as "friend" (philos). In Greek, a "friend" is literally one who is loved. It's more than just 
a connection of shared common interests and goals, like on a football team or posi-
tive regard for a buddy or pal. In the way that Jesus uses it, friendship is always 
grounded in a deeper love that survives the end of a season or a graduation ceremo-
ny. "As the Father has loved me," said Jesus, "so I have loved you; abide in my 
love" (John 15:9). Jesus' own idea of friendship was defined and shaped by God's love 
for him. Jesus was "one who was loved" by God: chosen, equipped, guided, embra-



  

ced, and held all the way from the manger to the tomb. As that love shaped and defined Jesus' 
life and ministry, so would Jesus' love shape and define his team of disciples, both then and 
now. "You did not choose me, but I chose you," Jesus reminds us (v. 16). The kind of love that 
causes someone to be willing to sacrifice his or her own life springs from the deep well of having 
been loved that way him- or herself.  
 

To be a "friend" of Jesus means to be loved sacrificially. But it also means following Jesus' exam-
ple. "This is my commandment," says Jesus to his disciples, "that you love one another as I have 
loved you" (v. 12). We must love others sacrificially, too, being willing to lay down our own lives as 
Jesus did for us. That's a hard one to put into practice in our lives, but with the empowerment of 
the Holy Spirit, we can soar to get heights of love! 
 

For Jesus, "laying down" his life meant a painful physical sacrifice. We may never be called to do 
that for another, but there are many ways of laying down our lives that don't involve death or 
organ donation. We may need to lay down our personal ambitions to do what's best for our 
families. We might be called to give sacrificially of our hard-earned money to care for someone 
who is experiencing a crushing need. We may experience a call to give up a lucrative career to 
pursue a ministry that serves people the rest of the world has forgotten.  
 

There are a thousand ways we can lay down our lives on behalf of Jesus, but we'll only be able to 
do it if we are willing to receive his love for us. We can't earn it; we can only receive it and allow it 
to transform us. It's only then that we, as friends of Jesus, will be able to "bear fruit" that will last. 
Jesus gave his friends his own life. That was a holy and blessed sacrifice that has given eternal life 
and hope to millions upon millions. So, what are you prepared to give as a friend of Jesus? Believe 
me, we all have something to offer to Jesus as a response to His love and sacrifice. It might be 
something common to us all, like our blessings of money and time. It might also be something 
unique to us in the form of a gift or talent. Whatever it might be, let us freely give as we have 
freely received. 
 

So, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!   
 

Pastor Gary 

 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Ten Commandments             May 16-22, 2021 

Read together: “The Ten Commandments” (pages 94-99 in the Spark Story Bible).  You 
might read Exodus 20:1-17 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  

Family conversation cues (younger children): 

What kinds of rules do you have at your house?  Who makes most of those rules?  Some rules 
are hard to keep.  What happens when you break a rule?  God loves you always, even when 
you break a rule. 

Family conversation cues (older children): 

What are some rules at home and school?  Why do you think parents and teachers make 
rules?  Why do you think God made rules for the Israelites?   

Family Blessing: The 10 Commandments have two kinds of rules:  Love God.  Love other 
people.  God loves us and wants us to love him and to be kind and loving to other people. 

[Family member’s name], Follow God’s rules:  Love God and love others.  You are a blessing. 



  

5/1 Stephen Alexander 5/20 Terry “Bo” Ray 

5/6 Jonni Roberts 5/22 Kay Bolding 

5/7 Randy Bailey 5/22 Hannah Kaar 

5/7 Allie Mann 5/23 Caden Elledge 

5/7 Caroline Nipper Rosel  5/23 Jennifer Hubbard 

5/13 Abbi Sprayberry 5/25 Gabrielle Dunn 

5/13 Trinity Stagner 5/26 Julie Dixon 

5/15 Jamie Boyd 5/27 Brittney Heeb 

5/16 Sofia Klucar 5/27 Heath Lewis 

5/16 Grey Lindsey 5/29 Whitney Whitelaw 

5/19 Leslie Gill      5/30 Zoe Taylor 

    

2021 Magnolia High School Seniors 

Leila Rene Dadgar - Member 

Morgan Marie Donohue - Member 

Elizha “Eli” Alan Fields - Member 

Taryn Elizabeth Franks - The Spring Youth 

Jefferson West Hagaman - The Spring Youth 

Jacob “Jake” Allyn Nielsen - Member 

Tanner Lee Nielsen - The Spring Youth 

Reagan Lee Sweeney - The Spring Youth 

Zander Jess Taylor - Member 

 

Not participating in Senior Sunday 

Todd Metcalf - Member 

Mitch McDonald - Member 

Ethan Franks - The Spring Youth 

 

Insert provides more information. 

Saturday, June 19 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  MAY 13 
    8:00 AM  - 1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, MAY 16—SENIOR SUNDAY Honoring 2021 Graduates 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Chapel (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Dr. David Cole 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Upstairs - Sheri Cheatham 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS - Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
  12:00 noon SENIOR SUNDAY LUNCHEON  - Immediately  
  following the service 
    4:30 PM YOUTH - Movie and Popcorn 
    5:30 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
  Nursery provided 
MONDAY, MAY 17 
    8:00 AM - 1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 18 
    8:00 AM  - 1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    5:30 PM ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING - 
  Sanctuary 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
May 2 
 Family (9:00)  23 
 Sun. School (9:35)  22    
 Sanctuary (10:45)            53  $7,443.00 
May 9 
 Family (9:00)  25 
               Sun. School (9:35) 26 
               Sanctuary (10:45) 71 $7,221.00 

May 16th will be in the Chapel 

CONTINUED CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    6:00 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
  Nursery provided 
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
    7:00 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 
    5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 

Administrative Council 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

 5:30 PM 

 

In Sanctuary 


