
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       May 11, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

FUMC CHILDREN’S SPRING CONCERT 

Dakota Statan,  

Aidan Castleberry,  

Abbi Sprayberry,  

Josie Wolfley,  

Emma Watson,  

Aubrey Roberson,  

Sloane Waller,  

Karman Hall,  

Arianna Rainey 

Hadley Brewster,  

Declan Stangohr,  

Adalee Chesshir,  

Ashton Rainey,  

Weston Roberson, Bash Talley, 

Madilynn Watson, Ali Lindsey, 

Owen Watson, Parks Epperson, 

Ainsleigh Castleberry 



"Whose Voice Are You Listening To?" 
 
[Please keep in mind that this is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing. So 
make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!]  
 
As I thought about this passage, my question was, "Whose voice was the religious leaders listening to?" One 
could certainly make a case that it was the devil's voice, but I think it's likely that they were listening to the 
voice of self and ego. By what Jesus did and said, He was upsetting their whole theological apple cart. If He 
was right, they had to change their position of authority and high status with the people! Those arrogant reli-
gious leaders would have nothing of that sort! As I thought about those misguided religious leaders, I couldn't 
help but wonder, whose voice are we listening to? Are we listening to Jesus' voice? Or are we too a little hard 
of hearing when it comes to Jesus? Not "hard of hearing" in the same way those religious leaders were, but in 
our special woke, politically correct, theologically "sophisticated" way. This is a way that purports to know 
better than Jesus when He gives us His commandments and a way to live? Besides our own occasionally self-
centered voices giving us direction, there are many other voices in the world trying to guide us according to 
their worldview. Those voices try to tell us who we are, what we should want, and who we should be. Those 
voices are sometimes helpful for self-improvement, but they have become increasingly misleading and poten-
tially destructive in recent years. Those voices might tell you how much you ought to weigh to look attractive 
and be happy, at least according to their standards. There are voices telling you what to think, what is right 
and wrong. Voices telling you, from the past or the present, that you're great or not so great based on your 
gender, age, or skin color. Get the picture?  
 
These voices are always present, so the real question is, "Whose voice can we trust"? The challenging task of 
walking by faith and not by sight is to focus on the light of Jesus. And then comes the task of responding to all 
that He has done for us and commanded. Jesus gave us directions and assurance when He said, "My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." The religious leaders did not want to hear His voice, let 
alone follow Him. It would seem that many of our modern religious leaders and politicians don't fare any bet-
ter. No promise or hope was given to the religious leaders of Jesus' day. Still, He gave some wonderful prom-
ises for those who had ears to hear and hearts of faith to believe! 
 
1.) He promised eternal life. He promises that if we will, by grace through faith, will become members of his 
flock, we can have the assurance of eternal life. Death would not be the end but the beginning; we will know 
the glory of an indestructible life.  
 
2.) He promised us a secure life. No outside force can snatch us from his hand. Not your neighbor, not the 
government, or even the latest screeching TikTok post! This doesn't mean that we'll be saved from sorrow, 
suffering, or death, but the promise is that we can still feel God's protective arms embracing us in the scariest 
and the darkest hours of life. Even in a world that feels like it's crashing down all around us, we can know the 
Peace of God. The Good Shepherd's voice is a voice that sets us free rather than enslaves and oppresses us. It 
doesn't say, "Do this, and then maybe you will be good enough to be one of my sheep." It says, "Come to me in 
faith, and I will never leave you nor forsake you. As the Good Shepherd, he has already laid down His life for 
your eternal safety, and no one can snatch you out of His hand. Secure in our belonging to Him, we are free to 
live the kind life which Jesus spoke about. The Apostle John writes,  "I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly" (John 10:10). This life more abundant is the gift of God! 
 
1.) Not sure you've got it? — If you are not sure that you have this life eternal, don't let doubt and spiritual 
deafness steer you away from seeking it! Listen to His voice, come to Him this day, and you will receive the 
blessing of eternal life and His peace which passes all understanding! 
 
2.) If you're sure you've got it! — Then take this message of hope, peace, and salvation and share it with 
someone this day!    
Amidst all the other voices that evoke fear, make demands, or tear you down, the good shepherd's voice is the 
voice of promise — a voice that calls us by name and claims us as His very own. So, remember always that 
you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one this week!               
 

Pastor Gary 



May:  Created to Be and Do 
May 15-21 

Protect your community 

 

Read together. 
Esther Saves Her People (pp. 50-51).  You might also read 
Esther 2:5-18, 3:1-6, and 8:1-17 in your Bible or at bi-
blegateway.com.   
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. You might use one of 
the following questions to start the conversation.  What is 
something you noticed for the first time in this story?  
What are you wondering about?  God helped Esther pro-
tect her people.  What are some ways you can help protect 
the people around you? 
 

Share a morning blessing.   
God created you to be his child and called you to do good 
work with love.  You are a blessing. 

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
SUNDAY LUNCHEON 

 

Honoring 2022 Senior High School  
Graduates 

 

Sunday, May 15   
 Peace Hall 

following 10:15 a.m. worship service 
 

Jackson Boyd 
Brianna Brummett 
Caylea  Brummett 
Tanner Edwards 
Isaiah Morgan 

FUMC Child Development Center 
Graduation Ceremony 

Sunday, May 22 

Peace Hall 
2:30 p.m. 

5/1 Stephen Alexander 5/20 Terry “Bo” Ray 

5/6 Jonni Roberts 5/22 Kay Bolding 

5/7 Randy Bailey 5/22 Hannah Wells 

5/7 Allie Mann 5/23 Caden Elledge 

5/7 Caroline Nipper Rosel  5/23 Jennifer Hubbard 

5/10 Sagan Adcock 5/25 Gabrielle Dunn 

5/13 Abbi Sprayberry 5/26 Julie Dixon 

5/13 Trinity Stagner 5/26 Emma Watson 

5/14 Charlee Cheshir 5/27 Brittney Heeb 

5/15 Jamie Boyd 5/27 Heath Lewis 

5/16 Sofia Klucar 5/29 Whitney Whitelaw 

5/16 Grey Lindsey 5/30 Zoe Taylor 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, MAY 12 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MAY 13 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, MAY 15 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  David Cole 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, MAY 16 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 17 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, MAY 19 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
May 1        $10,594.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)        40   
 Sanctuary (10:15)              90         
May 7        $ 9,215.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)        93    
 Sanctuary (10:15)               21         

The Area Agency on Aging’s  
2022 Pathways to Wellness 

 Friday, May 13  
at Lelia Enrichment Complex, 600 Lelia St. 

The workshop begins with registration and breakfast 
from 9:30-10:00 a.m., and ends with  

door prizes at noon.  

 
The Pathways to Wellness workshop will begin 
with “The Many Benefits of Physical Fitness/ Ex-
ercise,” presented by Dr. Kishalay Sinha of 
UAMS South Regional Campus. Next, because 
chronic kidney disease (CKD) is fairly wide-
spread although rarely discussed, is a video on 
“Caring for Your Kidneys,” to help individuals 
learn the keys to preserving the health of these 
critical organs. 
Following this will be a segment on diabetes. For 
more information or to pre-register, email Cadee Davis 
at cdavis@aaaswa.net or call toll free, 800-272-2127, 
Ext. 118 or 870-626-3093 and leave a voicemail.  

ALVARENE  PEACE  

100th  BIRTHDAY 
JUNE 5 

 

Please send cards to celebrate Alvarene Peace 
Wentworth Place, 38 Warnock Springs Road 

 

 

mailto:cdavis@aaaswa.net

