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First United Methodist Church
320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
www.magnoliafumc.org
To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships

.

May 5, 2021
Sunday
Family Worship—9am
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am
Facebook Live 10:45
YouTube
Noon—Cable Channel 13
KVMA-AM 630
KVMA-FM 99.1
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm
Wednesday
7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13
How to Reach Us:
Church Office Hours

Monday—Thursday
8:00am –1:00pm
870-234-4530
Our Staff:
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell;
Shelly Burgess,
Children & Families Ministries;
Tracie Nipper,
Administrative Secretary;
Amanda Franks,
Business Manager;
Dr. Kim Shirey,
Director of Music;

Sharon Ard,
Organist;
Skippy Warlick,
Building Supervisor;
Kenneth Manning,
Custodian;
Gwendolyn Reed,
Dir. Child Development Ctr;
Barbara Lewis,
Director, The Caring Place;
Libby and George Gilbert,
Stewpot Cooks;
Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter
& Kimberly Easter,
Nursery Attendants

[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so

make sure you get the Marvell/Lexa Messenger for the whole message and more!]
Please read John 15:1-8.
This passage of scripture is most commonly known as "The Vine and the Branches." Why would Jesus use the vine and the branches as an illustration for Himself
and hIs followers? Vineyards were a common sight in Jesus' day, and they are to
this day as well, and Jesus never seemed to waste a great teaching moment. It is
possible that as Jesus and company were walking through the city, they passed by
the massive bronze doors of Temple, which were embossed in gold with a largerthan-life image of a vine. As Jesus pointed this image out to his disciples, He referred to Himself as the true vine. Jesus was actually contrasting Himself with Israel, which was supposed to be God's fruit-bearing vineyard but had failed miserably
in their mission. How did Israel fail? They were supposed to be fruitful by being a
light to the gentiles, but instead, they bright forth rotten fruit not fitting their high
calling! The Prophet Isaiah gloomily writes, (Isaiah 5:1-7). Here is a briefer prayer
from Jeremiah 2:21, "You were a select vine when I planted you from completely
reliable stock. And look how you've turned out—a tangle of rancid growth, a poor
excuse for a vine." (The Message) God was expecting good grapes due to His love
and care for Israel, and all He got was rotten grapes. Israel had become an unfruitful, unprofitable nation that would ultimately reject their Messiah. Why this terrible
outcome? They did not stay connected to the vine!
Some of this sounds pretty unpleasant in the natural sense. Cutting off the branches
that don't produce fruit is fine if we're just talking about grapevines, but it doesn't
sound too pleasant if it's happening to me! Some things just need to be cut out of
our lives so that we do not stray off into sin and separation from God. In Hebrews
4:12, Paul writes, "For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires."
Here are some of the specifics to all of this cutting and pruning: Cutting Off — In
grapevines, the deadwood is cut away to prevent disease and ease the weight on the
entire vine. You will see souvenirs from Israel made with olive wood but not grape
wood since it is too soft to be used for such a purpose. Grape wood is good for
nothing except to be burned. Pruning — But that pruning part doesn't exactly sound
great either! The Greek word translated as "prune" is the word katharizo, which
means "to clean," with the implication that God will cleanse you of those things that
hamper your spiritual growth and fruitfulness so that you can genuinely become
fruitful! Verse 3 reads, In verses 1-2, Jesus said, "You have already been pruned
and purified by the message I have given you." What ways can God cut and prune?
God can cut out the bad from our lives and prune us through His Word, His Spirit,
and the many trials and experiences of life! What kind of fruit might one produce?

Well, we are called to be followers of Jesus, who "…make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples
equipped to transform lives, communities and the world." There are other fruit that we should be producing, Paul writes, "But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control." Galatians 5:22-23a
In a very practical way, Jesus applies the vine and the branches to the individual life of the believer. If
you want to be fruitful in God's Kingdom, you must stay connected to the true vine. J. Vernon Magee
humorously said, "I have a 72' x 123' foot ranch here in California on which grow four avocado trees,
three orange trees, and one tangerine tree. I have never had to say to the branches that they should abide
in the tree or they wouldn't have any fruit. I've never been up in the night to inspect them or come home
unexpectedly and found them running around away from the tree." They just abide in the tree for nutrition, growth, and fruitfulness!
John 15:6-7 "Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such
branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. [Ouch!]7 But if you remain in me and my words remain
in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!" Once again, Jesus emphasizes our
need to remain in Him, or else we will wither away and die! At best, we will be unfruitful in our Christian
walk. I'm pretty confident that this last clause has been used by prosperity gospel preachers regularly. But
I don't believe that Jesus was implying that we can ask for the riches of the world or the latest Ferrari, and
we will get it. I think that He meant that if we remain in Him, we will be more fruitful in His Kingdom
and our lives. Verse 8 concludes our textual reading for this morning with a call to show whose disciples
we are, "When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father."
Let me close by adding in the following few verses of John 15, "I have loved you even as the Father has
loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I
obey my Father's commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will
be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the
same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's
friends." (John 15:9-13)

So let us remain in Jesus, produce much fruit, and know that we have been blessed to be a blessing. So be
one!
Pastor Gary

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL

Walking on Water

May 9-15, 2021

Read together: “Walking on Water” (pages 294-297 in the Spark Story Bible). You might read
Matthew 14::22-33 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.
Family conversation cues (younger children)
When Peter began to sink, what did Jesus do? Jesus loves you and will always be with you, even
when you forget to focus on him. What helps you stay focused on Jesus?
Family conversation cues (older children)
When did Peter begin to sink? What makes you sink? What do you do to exercise and strengthen your faith? What is going on in your life right now that you need to have faith about?
Family Blessing
Peter needed to trust Jesus and not be afraid of what was going on around him. That is called
faith, when we know that Jesus is always with us
[Family member’s name], Jesus is always with you. Stay focused on Jesus.

2021 Magnolia High School Seniors
Members of FUMC
Leila Dadgar
Morgan Donohue
Eli Fields
Todd Metcalf
Mitch McDonald
Jake Nielsen
Zander Taylor

Members of The Spring Youth
Ethan Franks
Taryn Franks
West Hagaman
Tanner Nielsen
Reagan Sweeney

THURSDAY, MAY 6

Saturday, June 19

5/1

Stephen Alexander

5/20

Terry “Bo” Ray

5/6

Jonni Roberts

5/22

Kay Bolding

5/7

Randy Bailey

5/22

Hannah Kaar

5/7

Allie Mann5/23

5/23

Caden Elledge

5/7

Caroline Nipper Rosel

5/23

Jennifer Hubbard

5/13

Abbi Sprayberry

5/25

Gabrielle Dunn

5/13

Trinity Stagner

5/26

Julie Dixon

5/15

Jamie Boyd

5/27

Brittney Heeb

5/16

Sofia Klucar

5/27

Heath Lewis

5/16

Grey Lindsey

5/29

Whitney Whitelaw

5/18

Makaela Roberts

5/30

Zoe Taylor

5/19

Leslie Gill

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, MAY 6
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
SUNDAY, MAY 9
TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL at home
Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website.
Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm.
9:00 AM
FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone)
9:35 PM
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES–
CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by David Cole
SPARES AND PAIRS —Sheri Cheatham Sunday School
Class Upstairs
Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom
Zoom link available on request for each class
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse
CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room
10:45 AM
SANCTUARY WORSHIP (everyone)
Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live, Recording
(posted later) on Website, YouTube
12:00 noon
Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship
4:30 PM
NO YOUTH
5:30 PM
NO ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and
NO CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)
Nursery provided
MONDAY, MAY 10
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
TUESDAY, MAY 11
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
4:30 PM
CDC BOARD MEETING (ZOOM)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
6:00 PM
ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and
CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)
Nursery provided
7:00 PM
Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship
7:00 PM
YOUTH
5:30 PM
CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary)
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.

SENIOR SUNDAY LUNCHEON
Honoring 2021 Senior High School Graduates
Sunday, May 16
Peace Hall
following 10:45 a.m. worship service
Due to COVID restrictions, you must make a reservation.
Call the church office by May 9th to reserve your place for a
plated lunch.

May 2

A Record of Our Faithfulness
Attendance
Offerings

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)

23
22
53

$7,443.00

SUNDAY, MAY 9TH
OUR SYMPATHY

Sympathy is extended to the family
of Olga Ward English.
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