
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       May 4, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

I AM A PROMISE!!  CHILDREN’S CHOIR    

LED BY DEBORAH NIPPER AND SHELLY BURGESS 



FUMC Child Development Center

 
     In his book, Wonderfully and Fearfully Made, Dr. Paul Brand and Phillip Yancy wrote: "Amputees often experi-
ence some sensation of a phantom limb. Somewhere, locked in their brains, a memory lingers of the nonexistent 
hand or leg. Invisible toes curl, imaginary hands grasp things, a "leg" feels so sturdy a patient may try to stand on it. 
For a few, the experience includes pain. Doctors watch helplessly as the part of the body screaming for attention no 
longer exists."  
     I believe that phantom limb pain provides us with some powerful insights into our need to fully forgive others 
and ourselves. We can get locked into reliving some sin we committed months or years before. This creates a prison 
of sorts. The thoughts and emotions never entirely leave us, crippling our ministries, devotional lives, and relation-
ships with others. We might live in fear that someone will discover our past or make us walk in constant fear of fail-
ing again. We may have even received forgiveness from God, but we fail to forgive ourselves. Unless we forgive 
ourselves, as God has forgiven us, we can become as miserable as a person suffering from phantom limb pain." 
     Unforgiveness is something that God has called us to banish from our lives. It can make a mess of our lives. 
Many of us win this battle every day of our Christian lives. Still, unfortunately, many folks in the world live in un-
forgiveness towards themselves. They live out their lives filled with woeful regrets, hopelessness at lost dreams, and 
perhaps even an unhealthy touch of feeling worthless! Even Christians can feel this way and might even come to 
doubt their own relationship with Jesus. In our passage for this morning, let's look at some fellows who might have 
felt this way and discover what Jesus did to calm their troubled hearts.  
     It had been about two weeks since the disciples had first experienced the risen Savior on that first Easter Sunday 
morning. After that, the Disciples followed Jesus' instructions and went to the region of Galilee to await his arrival. 
Collected together at the Sea of Galilee, the disciples had a chance to sit around, wait, and think. The disciples final-
ly went fishing and caught nothing! As the morning was upon them, a stranger on the shore gave them a most famil-
iar command, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." They cast their net, and the catch 
was so great that they could not pull the fish into the boat. When John exclaimed, "It's the Lord!" Peter got his 
clothing situation arranged, dove into the water, and swam directly to Jesus. When they arrived at the shore, there 
was Jesus with a fire of coals cooking them fish and bread for breakfast. What a sight that must have been! How 
many breakfasts had they shared over the past three years? How many good memories they had together, but there 
were some memories that Peter and the others would have probably liked to have forgotten. As the fiery coals were 
cooking breakfast, they served as a subtle reminder of Peter's personal failure to His Lord. Interestingly enough, 
there are only three references to coals in the New Testament. Our text for this morning is the first one. We also find 
the following texts, (1) In John 18:18-27, it was around a bed of coals where Peter denied His Lord three times. Oh, 
the shame that he must have felt as Jesus lovingly prepared breakfast for him and the others with this painful 
reminder! But this breakfast was not to mock him but to heal him for service. (2) Paul tells us in Romans 12:20 that 
benevolent actions toward those who have wronged us can have a healing effect. Paul added that they are 
like "heaping burning coals on their heads," thereby purifying them with good. How much more healing and recon-
ciliation there is for the one who has temporarily strayed away!  
     A few words of explanation of two Greek terms are in order: Phileo Love: It's about the friendship you feel to-
wards people like you, with the same interests, social graces, and style. Agape Love: This is more of a parental, 
mature, sacrificial love.   
Jesus then asked Peter a trio of questions:  
 (1) Jesus used the strongest form of love, agape, when He asked, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you (agape-action ori-
ented love) love me?" But Peter's answer was very mild, "Yes, Lord, I ((phileo) love you." Peter was not being quite 
so bold as to say that his love was as great as Jesus' love. Jesus then told Peter to "Feed My sheep."  
2.) Jesus then made Peter uneasy by asking him a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you (agape) love 
me?" Peter answered, "Yes, Lord; You know that I (phileo) love You." Jesus then told Peter to "Tend My sheep."  
3.) At this point, Peter was probably ready to have a stroke as Jesus said, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you (phileo) love 
me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I (phileo) love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed 
My sheep."   
     For each of Peter's denials, Peter was given a chance to restate his faith and love for Christ. This ended with Je-
sus reissuing the familiar call that he frequently gave, "Follow Me." Peter and the others were fully restored and 
could go on with God's life mission and call on their lives. Perhaps you have let down God in some way. Maybe 
you no longer feel worthy and can't seem to forgive yourself because of what you have done in the past. Don't let 
another moment pass! Stop cursing your forgiven sin, like Mr. Barwick cursed his amputated leg. Stop allowing 
unforgiveness to separate you from God's best for your life. Come to Him, confess your love for Him, and know 
that, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" 
1 John 1:9.  
Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one this week!                          Pastor Gary 



May:  Created to Be and Do 
May 8-14 

A good and kind heart 

 

Read together. 
King David is Anointed (pages 42-43).  You might also 
read 1 Samuel 16 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.   
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  God chose David because he had a 
good, kind heart.  What are some ways God helps you have 
a good, kind heart?   
 

Share a morning blessing.   
God created you to be his child and called you to do good 
work with love.  You are a blessing. 

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
SUNDAY LUNCHEON 

 

Honoring 2022 Senior High School  
Graduates 

 

Sunday, May 15   
 Peace Hall 

following 10:45 a.m. worship service 
 

Jackson Boyd 
Brianna Brummett 
Caylea  Brummett 
Tanner Edwards 
Isaiah Morgan 

 

FUMC Child Development Center 
Graduation Ceremony 

Sunday, May 22 

Peace Hall 
2:30 p.m. 

5/1 Stephen Alexander 5/20 Terry “Bo” Ray 

5/6 Jonni Roberts 5/22 Kay Bolding 

5/7 Randy Bailey 5/22 Hannah Wells 

5/7 Allie Mann 5/23 Caden Elledge 

5/7 Caroline Nipper Rosel  5/23 Jennifer Hubbard 

5/10 Sagan Adcock 5/25 Gabrielle Dunn 

5/13 Abbi Sprayberry 5/26 Julie Dixon 

5/13 Trinity Stagner 5/26 Emma Watson 

5/14 Charlee Cheshir 5/27 Brittney Heeb 

5/15 Jamie Boyd 5/27 Heath Lewis 

5/16 Sofia Klucar 5/29 Whitney Whitelaw 

5/16 Grey Lindsey 5/30 Zoe Taylor 

SUNDAY, MAY 8 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 10 

5:30 PM 

AVERITT HALL 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, MAY 5 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MAY 6 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, MAY 8 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Molly Burns 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    5:30 PM NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM NO YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, MAY 9 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 10 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   5:30 PM ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING (AVERITT) 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND BIBLE STUDY  
  (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, MAY 12 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
May 1        $10,594.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)        40   
 Sanctuary (10:15)              90         
 

     We would like to recognize a 
group of ladies who have volun-
teered to count our donations and 
contributions to our church. They 
are Bonnie Flurry, Suzanne Whit-
ley, Leslie Sharp, Karen Epperson 
and Teri Burge. Thank you for 
stepping up to help our Business 
Manager.  

The Area Agency on Aging’s  
2022 Pathways to Wellness 

 Friday, May 13  
at Lelia Enrichment Complex, 600 Lelia St. 

The workshop begins with registration and breakfast 
from 9:30-10:00 a.m., and ends with  

door prizes at noon.  

 
The Pathways to Wellness workshop will begin 
with “The Many Benefits of Physical Fitness/ Ex-
ercise,” presented by Dr. Kishalay Sinha of 
UAMS South Regional Campus. Next, because 
chronic kidney disease (CKD) is fairly wide-
spread although rarely discussed, is a video on 
“Caring for Your Kidneys,” to help individuals 
learn the keys to preserving the health of these 
critical organs. 
Following this will be a segment on diabetes. For 
more information or to pre-register, email Cadee Davis 
at cdavis@aaaswa.net or call toll free, 800-272-2127, 
Ext. 118 or 870-626-3093 and leave a voicemail.  

mailto:cdavis@aaaswa.net

