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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                                                                                                April 28, 2021                                              

Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so 
make sure you get the Marvell/Lexa Messenger for the whole sermon and more!] 
Please read 1 John 3:16-24. 
 
I remember back in the day when it came to practice manage-
ment strategies aimed at expanding one's thinking about prob-
lem-solving. Seminar participants were encouraged to "Think 
Outside the Box!" Thinking outside the box is a metaphor that 
encourages us to think differently, unconventionally, or from a 
new perspective. This phrase often refers to creative thinking. 
"Think Outside the Box" is believed to derive from manage-
ment business consultants in the 1970s and 1980s challenging their clients to solve 
the "nine dots" puzzle, whose solution requires considering the problem from a 
different angle. The goal of the puzzle (left) is to link all 9 dots using four straight 
lines or fewer, without lifting the pen and without tracing the same line more than 
once. Go ahead and give it a whirl! 
 
When John wrote this letter, I believe he did so for two primary purposes: (1) 
Some believe it was written as a commentary on his gospel account and (2) To 
address some teaching errors, which were leading to God's people in the wrong 
direction. Some pseudo-Christian groups, such as Gnostics, had begun to think so 
far outside the box that they lost most of the box in the process and distorted 
many core Christian teachings. John even mentions a group in 1 John 2:19 where 
he wrote, "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made 
manifest, that none of them were of us." As believers, we are called to place our 
faith in Christ Jesus, love one another, and be witnesses of the Gospel of Christ 
Jesus. 
 
As our selected passage opens, one might call this section the three How's of the 
faith!  
 
How can we know the depth of God's Love for us? As our first verse opens, we 

read, "We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also 
ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters." 1 John 3:16. The box it-
self tells us of God's love, grace, and mercy! It is also the rationale for our re-
sponse. Our loving response to Jesus is to lay down our lives for our fellow 
believers as a sign and witness to the world. John records Jesus' words that 
this kind of sacrificial love is our Christian identification card to a lost and dy-
ing world. We might never be called to lay down our physical lives for some-
one else, but we are called to help one another with what we have been 
blessed with within our lives. 

 

 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Philip and the Ethiopian Man                                                             May 2-8, 2021 

 

Read together:  “Philip and the Ethiopian” (pages 510-513 in the Spark Story Bible).  You 
might read Acts 8:26-40 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Philip followed God’s instructions.  When is it easy to follow instructions?  When is it 
hard?  How do we know what God’s instructions to us are? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Because Philip followed God’s instructions, the man from Ethiopia learned about Jesus.  
What would you say if someone asked you to explain who Jesus is?  How do you know 
what God’s instructions to you are? 
 
Family Blessing 
When we follow God’s instructions, we are blessed and other people are blessed.   
[Family member’s name], you can follow God’s instructions to share the love of Jesus.  
You are a blessing.   

How should we act towards each other? John then gives what our response to the sacrificial gift of 
Christ Jesus should look like when we see a need in our community. I'll read the following verses 
from The Message. "This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just 
be out for ourselves. If you see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do some-
thing about it but turn a cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God's love? It disappears. 
And you made it disappear." 1 John 3:16b-17 In verses 18-19, John writes, "18 Dear children, let's 
not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 19 Our actions will 
show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God." In its ear-
liest form, John told us, "Talk is cheap," which means it is easier to say you will do something 
than to actually do it.  

 
How should we live out our faith? "And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of 

his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us. 24 Those who obey God's 
commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives in us 
because the Spirit he gave us lives in us." 1 John 3:23-24 John concludes this section by 
reminding us of Jesus' commands to believe in Him and love one another! As we abide/remain in 
Him, He will abide with us, and the Holy Spirit will give us assurance of our salvation! 

 
In a nutshell, here it is — Jesus' commandment: "Believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another" (v. 23). What pleases God: laying down our lives for one another (v. 16). 
 
That is biblical "Thinking Inside the Box," which must precede and form the foundation of our thinking 
outside the box so that we can reach the lost with His grace, mercy, and love! 
 
 
So let us remain in Jesus and know that we have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!   

 
Pastor Gary 



  

4/2 Deborah Nipper 4/15 Kaci Robichaux 

4/3 Brooke Bailey 4/16 Teressa Wilson 

4/3 Martha Sue Posey 4/20 Ainsleigh Castleberry 

4/4 Teri Burge 4/24 Tracy Card 

4/5 Gwenette Jacobson 4/24 Daniel Kelso 

4/6 Richard Edstrom 4/24 Gabrielle Nelson 

4/6 Quinton Sanders 4/24 Norman Kingston 

4/8 Tommie Neill 4/25 Mary Alexander 

4/10 Billie Dadgar 4/25 Julie Kardas 

4/11 Lori Epperson 4/25 Kim Keith 

4/11  Darcy Dingman 4/27 Steve Dingman 

4/11 Kendell  McMahen 4/27 Bobbie Webb 

4/12 Mak Kinnaird 4/30 David Greer 

4/14 Sloane Waller   

4/15 Heath Lewis   

Area Agency on Aging  

Presents 

Medical and Legal Ethics for Health Care 
 Providers and Caregivers 

 
Featuring  

Lisa Shoalmire, John Ross & Ben King 
Elder Law Attorneys 

 
Friday, May 14 

9:00 a.m.—2:15 p.m. 
Lelia Enrichment Complex 
600 Lelia Street, Magnolia 

 
To pre-register: call 1-870-626-3093 or 

Email: jellis@aaaswa.net 
 

Because lunch will be served, and space is  
limited, pre-registration is required by May 7. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  APRIL 29 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, MAY 2 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by  
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Sunday School Class Upstairs 
 led by Sheri Cheatham 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM YOUTH Fun at SAU 
    5:30 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
  Nursery provided 
MONDAY, MAY 3 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 4 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    6:00 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
  Nursery provided 
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
    7:00 PM YOUTH 
    5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
April 
4th Family (9:00)              55 
 Sun. School (9:35)         31 
 Sanctuary (10:45)         140               $11,382.00 
11th       Family (9:00)                  16 
 Sun. School (9:35)        n/a 
               Sanctuary (10:45)          47                $  4,836.00 
18th Family (9:00)                 28        
 Sun. School (9:35)         16 
 Sanctuary (10:45)          63                $19,814.00 
25th Family (9:00)                 21 
 Sun. School (9:35)         24 
 Sanctuary (10:45)          62                $ 6,838.00 

OUR SYMPATHY 
Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Dr. John E. Alexander, Sr. 

SENIOR SUNDAY LUNCHEON 
Honoring 2021 Senior High School Graduates 

 

Sunday, May 16    
 Peace Hall 

following 10:45 a.m. worship service 
 

Due to COVID restrictions, you must make a reservation. 
Call the church office by May 9th to reserve your place for a 
plated lunch. 


