
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       April 27, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

George Gilbert, Stewpot Cook; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

FUMC CONFIRMATION CLASS 

A Day with the Bishop 

2022 Confirmands 

Bryce Bailey 

Carson Britt 

Jake Britt 

Riley Lewis 

Elizabeth Tye, teacher 



“Peace Be With You” 
 
Let's take a closer look at our passage for this morning, and let's do it from the first-person perspective of someone 
who was there! I believe that the Apostle Peter will do quite nicely! Peter begins speaking, "It was late in the day 
when I made my way back to the house where we agreed to meet. As I walked, I thought about the events of the 
week. I remembered all of my foolish bragging about how I would follow Jesus, even if it meant losing my life. 
Then I painfully remembered how I had denied Him three times simply to avoid being associated with Him! My 
own foolish failures and the darkness of the day seemed overwhelming to me as I thought about them! It was even-
ing by this time, and we had all gotten together to continue our grieving. Okay, let me be perfectly honest with 
you...yes, we were grieving over the loss of Jesus, but we were scared to death too. We feared that any minute, 
there would be a knock at the door, and a member of the Sanhedrin would be there with a group of soldiers to ar-
rest us and put us all to death as well! Every little sound we heard, every footstep, and even the sound of the wind 
made us "jump" on the inside! And so there we sat in that locked room like scared little children, afraid of the 
things that go bump in the night! And what do you know, there came a knock at the door to disturb our nervous 
silence! All of our hearts started to pound a little bit harder! I reluctantly opened the door, and we were all relieved 
to see that it was Cleopas and another disciple. They had come back to share some wonderful news with us! They 
told us about their journey to Emmaus and how a stranger came to join them as they walked. This stranger, they 
said, explained the Scriptures to them from Moses to the Prophets and told them about the suffering and glory the 
Messiah would experience. They said that by the time they got to Emmaus, it was getting a little dark, so they in-
vited the stranger to join them for supper. It was at that time when the stranger began breaking the bread and bless-
ing the meal that they realized that this stranger was none other than Jesus Himself! And before they could ask any 
questions, he was gone! As they spoke, we all sat in awe, listening intently, when, suddenly, Jesus was standing 
there in the midst of us! That was one heart-stopping moment! Before we could even utter a sound, He tried to 
calm our troubled hearts by saying, "Peace be with you." In that split second, we went from being fearful men 
cowering in a locked room to being filled with great joy and ready to face the world! Then Jesus said, "Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you." Can you believe that? After all of our failures, betray-
als, and our weaknesses, Jesus once again placed His trust in us to be His disciples! It was overwhelming, to say 
the least! Then He breathed upon us all and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit." It felt like we were all reborn on the 
spot, with a brand new lease on life and a new mission for our precious Lord and Savior! Well, not quite all of us 
yet! Thomas wasn't with us as we met together that night! I guess He was so grief-stricken that He just needed to 
be alone for a spell, but boy did He miss out by staying away! Not only that, but Thomas wouldn't even believe 
any of us when we told him that we saw Jesus in the flesh! Eight days later, on the next Sunday night, he got his 
chance! Jesus arrived again and said, "Peace be with you, ... 27 Then he said to Thomas, 'Put your finger here, and 
look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don't be faithless any longer. Believe!' 28 My Lord and 
my God!" Thomas exclaimed! And Thomas became a real believer on the spot! Jesus said to Him, "You believe 
because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me." By the way, that would be every-
body from the time Jesus ascended back into heaven! What a day that was! And there's so much more I could tell 
you, but the things written by John and all of us were written so that you might believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God, and by believing you would have life eternal by His mighty name! I wish I had time to 
tell you more, but as I just said, we wrote a lot of it down for you to read on your own! Thank you, Peter! 
 
It's quite a powerful story indeed, but what can we take away from it in our day and time? 1.) There is no doubt 
that Jesus was raised from the dead, thereby showing Himself as the Promised One to come, the Messiah, the per-
fect Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. No, His body wasn't stolen by someone in the wee hours 
of the night, nor was it dissolved into gases, as some might claim. The eyewitnesses actually saw Him, watched 
Him eat, touched Him, and knew that the same Jesus was crucified on Calvary's cross! And we can place great 
confidence in their testimony as well! 2.) He loves us with love beyond compare - The disciples blew it on more 
than one occasion and in more than one way, but Jesus came to them with a message to calm their troubled souls 
and to reassure them with His peace which passes all understanding! Like the disciples, we have also fallen short 
by our many failures, occasional betrayals, and weaknesses, but He still comes to us with His grace and mercy say-
ing, "Peace be to you." 3.) He sent them out into the world, just as His Father had sent Him - to bear the light and 
the Good News of Salvation! And in like manner, He sends us out into this world with the Gospel message! In a 
nutshell, the good news in this story is that our risen Lord comes to us wherever we are, whoever we are, and how-
ever we are, and brings us what we need to believe, never condemning us for our doubts, but meeting us in the 
midst of them! Come to Him this day and receive Him into your heart so that eternal life, peace, and joy might be 
yours!  
Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one this week!                             Pastor Gary 



4/2 Deborah Nipper 4/15 Kaci Robichaux 

4/3 Brooke Bailey 4/16 Teressa Wilson 

4/3 Martha Sue Posey 4/20 Ainsleigh Castleberry 

4/4 Teri Burge 4/24 Tracy Card 

4/5 Gwenette Jacobson 4/24 Daniel Kelso 

4/6 Richard Edstrom 4/24 Gabrielle Nelson 

4/6 Quinton Sanders 4/24 Norman Kingston 

4/8 Tommie Neill 4/25 Mary Alexander 

4/10 Billie Dadgar 4/25 Julie Kardas 

4/11 Lori Epperson 4/25 Kim Keith 

4/11  Darcy Dingman 4/27 Steve Dingman 

4/11 Kendell  McMahen 4/27 Bobbie Webb 

4/14 Sloane Waller 4/30 David Greer 

    

    

May:  Created to Be and Do 
May 1-7 

Hear God’s Call  
 

Read together. 
God Calls Samuel (pp. 40-41).  You might also read 1 Sam-
uel 3:1-20 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com. 
 
Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 
Think together.   
Share what the story means for you.  What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  Samuel heard God’s voice calling him.  
What are some ways you can hear God? 
 
Share a morning blessing.   
God created you to be his child and called you to do good 
work with love.  You are a blessing. 

MAGNOLIA JUNIOR CHARITY LEAGUE 

MJCL is collecting new socks, undershirts, and undies for  
Columbia County Schools.  You can bring your donation to the 

church office. Thank you for your generosity. 

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
SUNDAY LUNCHEON 

 

Honoring 2022 Senior High School  
Graduates 

 

Sunday, May 15   
 Peace Hall 

following 10:45 a.m. worship service 
 

FUMC Child Development Center 
Graduation Ceremony 

Sunday, May 22 

Peace Hall 
2:30 p.m. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 28 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, MAY 1 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Billie Dadgar 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, MAY 2 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MAY 3 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND BIBLE STUDY  
  (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, MAY 5 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MAY 6 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
April 3      $6,324.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)          29 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               100      
April 10     $10,871.00 
  Sunday School (9:15)          27 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               121    
  April 17                  $ 6,324.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)          32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               190     
 April 24     $3,870.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)          38 
 Sanctuary (10:15)                 72 

Matthew 6:19-21 

“Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but 
lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.  

SPECIAL DATES 

National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2022 
Mother’s Day, May 8, 2022 
Armed Forces Day, May 21, 2022 
Victoria Day (Canada), May 23, 2022 
Ascension Day, May 26, 2022 
Memorial Day, May 30, 2022 


