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April 21, 2021
Sunday
Family Worship—9am
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am
Facebook Live 10:45
YouTube
Noon—Cable Channel 13
KVMA-AM 630
KVMA-FM 99.1
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm
Wednesday
7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13
How to Reach Us:
Church Office Hours

Monday—Thursday
8:00am –1:00pm
870-234-4530
Our Staff:
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell;
Shelly Burgess,
Children & Families Ministries;
Tracie Nipper,
Administrative Secretary;
Amanda Franks,
Business Manager;
Dr. Kim Shirey,
Director of Music;

Sharon Ard,
Organist;
Skippy Warlick,
Building Supervisor;
Kenneth Manning,
Custodian;
Gwendolyn Reed,
Dir. Child Development Ctr;
Barbara Lewis,
Director, The Caring Place;
Libby and George Gilbert,
Stewpot Cooks;
Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter
& Kimberly Easter,
Nursery Attendants

[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing,
so make sure you get the Marvell/Lexa Messenger for the whole sermon and
more!] Please read Luke 24:36–49.
For Michael O'Neill of Middlesbrough, England, death was just a vacation. On
June 2, 2008, Michael decided to take a last-minute trip to Australia to visit a
friend and made his plans without telling anyone. His neighbors, who had seen
neither hide nor hair of him for days, got worried and called the police. The police broke down the door of his apartment only to find that he had disappeared,
leaving behind no evidence of what had happened to him. Honest mistake,
right? But it gets weirder! A few weeks later, a death notice appeared in the local paper for a Michael O'Neill, another resident of Middlesbrough, who was
about the same age as the Michael and who had brothers named Kevin and Terry. In a bizarre coincidence, the vacationing Michael's brothers are also named
Kevin and Terry. Friends and neighbors of O'Neill figured that their worst fears
had been realized. That is, until one of them received a postcard from him, confirming that, while he was indeed Down Under, it wasn't in the way they had
thought. Michael arrived home on August 11 to find his front door smashed in,
police watching the apartment, and his neighbors, once again seeing him on the
street, believing in ghosts. In an interview O'Neill said, "Everywhere I am going,
people, I know are grabbing hold of my hand, saying, 'I thought you were dead!'
They can't believe it's me and I'm still alive. I'm a nervous wreck because everywhere I go people keep grabbing me!"
It's hard to believe that Mr. O'Neil should be surprised by those who saw him
"post-resurrection" saw him back among the living! Jesus himself experienced a
similar reception when he, too, returned from the grave — except that his
friends and neighbors had seen him die. Jesus' trip was no vacation to Australia.
The events of that Friday left Jesus' disciples, and his friends no doubt shocked
at the brutal way that Jesus had died on Calvary's cross. The only saving grace
was that his body was allowed to be laid in a tomb by his friends. Instead of left
hanging for days to rot in public humiliation, as was the standard Roman practice.
After witnessing this horrific event, Jesus' disciples were gathered together in
Jerusalem, trying to sort it all out. But then, there he was among them, saying, "Peace be with you" (v. 36). Like the shocked neighbors in Middlesbrough,
the disciples thought they saw a "ghost" (v. 37). I suspect that none of us have
ever witnessed someone coming back from the dead. So it's little wonder that
the disciples were "frightened" and that even "in their joy they were disbelieving
and still wondering" (vv. 39, 41).

.

Yet, unlike Michael O'Neill, Jesus had no problem with people touching him to see if he
was with them, in the flesh. "Touch me and see," he says to his skeptical friends, "for a
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have" (v. 39). This was no hallucination. Jesus was not only touchable, but he asked His disciples for a quick snack! (vv. 41-43).
This incredible event transformed Jesus' rag-tag group of frightened followers into bold
men and women. In Luke 24:49, Jesus told them to "stay here in the city until the Holy
Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven."
Later, in the Book of Acts, they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to be witnesses of
Christ Jesus. After that, they went about proclaiming that Jesus was alive raised from the
dead to live forevermore. This meant that a new age was here. They understood that they
were to continue to embody his ministry. They were to do this by feeding a world hungry
for the hope of salvation, and the promise of new life made possible by his sacrificial
death and bodily resurrection. Because of him, death is no longer our final destination!
That's news to get excited about, but I think we lose the excitement of the resurrection by
the passage of time since that first resurrection Sunday can distance us from the feeling of
surprise. Easter comes every year, but it usually finds some folks excited just before Easter. Then those feelings fade away until next Easter or Christmas! That excitement should
be something powerful enough to keep us invigorated every Sunday morning and every
day of the week! And it should because the promise of resurrection means that we should
always be looking for the spiritually "dead" of this world to witness and encourage! So, let
me ask you, who are the people in our community who need new life? Who's on a spiritual
vacation from which they can't seem to return? How will our church welcome them
home? You might just know someone like this. Let's find them and love them with words
of hope and everlasting life!
Always remember, you and I have been blessed to be a blessing. So let's be one!
Pastor Gary

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Good Shepherd

April 25 – May 1, 2021

Read together: “The Good Shepherd” (pages 436-439 in the Spark Story Bible). You might read
John 10:11-18 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.
Family conversation cues (younger children)
Jesus takes care of us like a shepherd takes care of sheep. What are some things a good shepherd
does? What are some ways you know that Jesus loves you?
Family conversation cues (older children)
Jesus said he is the good shepherd. What does a good shepherd do? How are people like sheep?
How do you feel about Jesus being your shepherd? What has Jesus done for you?
Family Blessing
Jesus is the good shepherd and we are the sheep. Jesus watches over us every day.
[Family member’s name], Jesus knows you and loves you. You are a blessing.

Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for our ability to work as though we work for
the Lord. You are the giver of good gifts and you give
different gifts to us all. Help us to mind our work, diligently remembering that whatever wisdom any one possess, the
Lord put in their heart, to do his commandments.
Thank you for giving us everything we need through the
Holy Spirit to carry out our work on earth. Remind us that
your empowering work isn’t to be used for our own but for
YOU. Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and
not to men (Colossians 3:23)
When we are burned out, remind us that we’ve allowed our
work to become bigger than You. When we are weary
help us to remember there is a reward for perseverance.
Also help us remember that the work we do for you will
never eclipse what you did for us.
Lord, we dedicate our work today to You. May we be ever
mindful that wisdom is the principal thing and wisdom
comes from You. We seek your wisdom today to become
skilled in everything you would have us lay our hands to.
We put You Lord in the center of our lives, for only then
will we find lasting joy and peace and satisfaction.
In Jesus name, Amen.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, APRIL 22
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
SUNDAY, APRIL 25
TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL at home
Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website.
Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm.
9:00 AM
FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone)
9:35 PM
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES–
CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Roger Guevara
SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt led by Cecil McConnell
Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom
Zoom link available on request for each class
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse
CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room
10:45 AM
SANCTUARY WORSHIP (everyone)
Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live, Recording
(posted later) on Website, YouTube
12:00 noon
Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship
4:30 PM
YOUTH Fun at Logoly
5:30 PM
ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and
CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)
Nursery provided
MONDAY, APRIL 26
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
TUESDAY, APRIL 27
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
4:00 PM
STEWPOT
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28
8:00 AM —1:00 PM
Church Office Hours
6:00 PM
ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and
CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)
Nursery provided
7:00 PM
Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship
7:00 PM
YOUTH
5:30 PM
CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary)
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.

April
4th
11th
18th

A Record of Our Faithfulness
Attendance
Offerings

Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)
Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)
Family (9:00)
Sun. School (9:35)
Sanctuary (10:45)

55
31
140
16
n/a
47
28
16
63
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