
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       April 20, 2022 

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

George Gilbert, Stewpot Cook; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

EASTER BLESSINGS 



Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap! 

     "What does Easter Mean to You?" My earliest recollections of Easter amount to little more than invol-
untarily trips to the homes of one of my relatives for a grand feast of ham, mashed potatoes, corn, and 
dinner rolls. It also meant getting a large Loft's chocolate Easter Bunny lovingly encircled by those little 
yellow Marshmallow Peeps and massive amounts of other sugar-laden goodies filling my colorful Easter 
basket to the brim. If you haven't guessed by now, I'm saying that I had no real idea what Easter was all 
about, and sure enough, I didn't know what it really meant! What is Easter all about? Read on to find out! 
     Let’s step back to the Friday of His crucifixion, to see what Easter really means. In those final hours on 
the cross, even the sky itself was darkened before Jesus uttered those oft-repeated words, "It is finished!" 
The price for sin had been paid in full! Following Jesus' death, the sky’s had vanished, but a different 
kind of darkness came over the disciples. It was the darkness of despair that comes from hopes that have 
been dashed to pieces. What hopes? The hopes they placed in Jesus as the Messiah. The hopes of God's 
sense of justice that such a righteous man could be allowed to be struck down. This was the bleakness of 
their weekend that lasted from the ninth hour when Jesus cried out, "It is finished!" until Resurrection 
Sunday morning! We sometimes forget what Jesus’ disciples were probably feeling during this span of 
time! We might not know precisely what they may have felt, but we might have an inkling or two from 
our own lives. Have you ever felt hopelessness and despair sweep over you like a flood of misery? You 
might have even felt like you could join Jesus when He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” For those of us who have experienced it, you know the feeling! There is gut-wrenching emptiness 
within you when your hopes and dreams have been dashed to pieces. It’s as if there was a dark void with-
in your innermost being that feels as if it will never be filled. This hopelessness clouds your thinking and 
thoughts of ever being happy again. 

In our passage for this morning (John 20:1-18), the disciples' sorrow was about to slowly turn into great 
joy as they discovered what Easter is all about! Please read John 20:1-18 now… 

What does Easter mean? Luther called what happened on the cross a "holy exchange." On the cross of 
Calvary, Christ traded his holiness for our sin; there, our sin died with Jesus, and a new life, an eternal 
life, was born in us. A beautiful story recounts another example of such a holy exchange. French writer 
Henri Barbusse wrote a novelistic memoir of his experiences in WWI called "Under Fire." He wrote of 
one day when the regiment had attacked the German lines and was driven back under a barrage of heavy 
gunfire. Collapsing into the momentary safety of a muddy trench, the narrator found himself up to his 
knees in mud, pressed against the trench wall while German machine guns laid down heavy fire just inch-
es above his head. He looked to his left and saw a man horribly wounded, his face disfigured, obviously 
dying. The wounded man reached over, grabbed a companion by his side, pulled him close to his face, 
and began to speak, really to shout loudly, loud enough for Barbusse to hear. The wounded man said, 
"Dominic, you have been a good friend to me. You probably don't know that I know that you are a crimi-
nal, that you joined the army to escape the police. I do not know what you did. I do not care; like I said, 
you have been a good friend to me. When the war is over, the police will arrest you and send you to jail 
to pay for your crimes. They know where you are – they are just waiting to see if you make it out alive. 
Now is your chance. Give me your identification, your wallet, and your papers. I will give you mine. 
When I die, your crimes will die with me. You will have a new name and a new life." And so, with tears 
running down his face, Dominic exchanged identities with his friend and then held his friend in his arms 
as he died. He left that ditch a new man with a new life. 

What does Easter mean to you? Or, more importantly, what should it mean to you? In this account from 
the life of Henri Barbusse, we all are Dominic! The weight of our sins is a burden far greater than we can 
bear or hope to pay for! Jesus desires to give us a new name and a new life! Easter means much more 
than Easter Bunnies and candies; I can assure you of that! It means that Jesus Christ gave Himself as a 
sacrifice for the sins of this world that "whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life." That word whosoever means precisely what it says...anyone who confesses Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior shall be saved. Salvation does not come through a denomination, creed, or ritual, but by 
trusting in Jesus Christ and Him alone for your salvation! 

In that muddy World War I trench, Dominic heard his friend's call, "Now is your chance!" And knew that 
this was a chance to exchange the punishment that was due him for a new life. Come to Him this day, and 
you will have eternal life as a promise from the God of the universe, the one who is faithful and true! 

The choice is yours, but I urge you...don’t let another moment go by without Jesus as your Lord and Sav-
ior...confess your sins to Him, ask forgiveness, and you will have eternal life by grace through faith in 
Him!  Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!                              Pastor Gary 



4/2 Deborah Nipper 4/15 Kaci Robichaux 

4/3 Brooke Bailey 4/16 Teressa Wilson 

4/3 Martha Sue Posey 4/20 Ainsleigh Castleberry 

4/4 Teri Burge 4/24 Tracy Card 

4/5 Gwenette Jacobson 4/24 Daniel Kelso 

4/6 Richard Edstrom 4/24 Gabrielle Nelson 

4/6 Quinton Sanders 4/24 Norman Kingston 

4/8 Tommie Neill 4/25 Mary Alexander 

4/10 Billie Dadgar 4/25 Julie Kardas 

4/11 Lori Epperson 4/25 Kim Keith 

4/11  Darcy Dingman 4/27 Steve Dingman 

4/11 Kendell  McMahen 4/27 Bobbie Webb 

4/14 Sloane Waller 4/30 David Greer 

4/15 Heath Lewis   

    

April:   Love Enfolds Us 
April 24-30 

Love Is Always Near 

 
Read together.  The Good News (pp. 114-115).  You 
might also read Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:3-11 in 
your Bible or at biblegateway.com.   

 
Pray together.  Start with the prayer at the end of the 
story.  Ask each family member to add a prayer from his 
or her heart and mind. 

 
Think together.  Share what the story means for you. 
What is something you noticed for the first time in this 
story?  What are you wondering about?  What did this 
story help you learn about Jesus being near?   

 
Share a morning blessing.  Because you are wrapped in 
God’s love, you can include others, forgive others, and be 
glad.  You are a blessing. 

 

MAGNOLIA JUNIOR CHARITY LEAGUE 
UNDIE SUNDAY                APRIL 24 

 
MJCL is collecting new socks, undershirts, and undies for  

Columbia County Schools.  Drop off in the clothing baskets 
this Sunday April 24 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 21 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, APRIL 22 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, APRIL 25 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   1:30 PM CIRCLE 2 MEETING (PARLOR) 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, APRIL 26 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND BIBLE STUDY  
  (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, APRIL 28 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
April 3      $6,324.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)          29 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               100      
April 10       
 Sunday School (9:15)          27 $10,871.00 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               121    
  April 17                  $ 6,324.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)          32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               190         

CELEBRATING  

Libby Gilbert, Stewpot Cook 

     Libby has been preparing meals for our 

Stewpot Ministry for over 20 years. We 

would like to honor her service with a love 

offering. If you would like to contribute to 

the Love Offering for Libby, you can mail 

your donation to FUMC, 320 West Main, or 

drop it off at the church office 

 

CIRCLE 2 MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 25 

THE PARLOR 
1:30 PM 


