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320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                                                                                                April 14, 2021                                              

Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so 
make sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] 
Please read:  
John 20:1-18 
 
It has been said that Edward Wood, aka the Viscount of Halifax (1934-1944), for-
mer foreign secretary of Great Britain, once shared a railway compartment with 
two prim-looking spinsters. "A few moments before reaching his destination, the 
train passed through a tunnel. In the utter darkness, Halifax kissed the back of his 
hand noisily several times. When the train drew into the station, he rose, lifted his 
hat, and in a gentlemanly way said: 'May I thank whichever one of you two ladies I 
am indebted to for the charming incident in the tunnel.' He then beat a hasty re-
treat, leaving the two ladies glaring at each other."   
 
Being in the dark can cause us to miss some terribly important things, can't it? As 
these two ladies glared at each other, they had their doubts of what had just oc-
curred because they were inadvertently sitting in the dark. Had they been in the 
light the entire time, they would have seen the truth of what had transpired. Staying 
in the "light" allows us to "see" the truth more clearly, but sometimes we place 
ourselves in the darkness! It's true for each of us, and it was just as true for the Dis-
ciples as well. Our particular focus for one such person being in the darkness was 
Thomas. He kept himself in "darkness" by not being with the rest of His fellow 
disciples on that first evening after Jesus' resurrection.  
 
Our passage for this week is divided in two, with the first half recording the first 
resurrection evening events with the second event taking place one week after Res-
urrection Sunday. On the second Sunday evening, all of the remaining disciples, 
including Thomas, were there. Jesus appeared to His disciples and issued forth the 
greeting, "Peace to you!" The next thing that John recorded was Jesus offering up 
His pierced side and nail-scarred hands to Thomas as proof of His identity. Thom-
as then uttered one of the most profound proclamations of Jesus' identity, as God in 
human flesh, that one can find in Holy Scripture. "Thomas said, 'My Lord and My 
God.'" (John 20:28) In the very next verse, "Jesus [then] said unto him, Thomas, 
because you have seen me, you have believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed." This verse stuck out to me because all of us belong to the 
second category of which Jesus spoke; we are those who have not seen Him and 
yet believed.  
 
But even so, do you occasionally feel like a Doubting Thomas? For many of us, the 
answer is "Yes" As you have probably learned by now, just meeting God in the 
Word is often difficult. Still, we have a terrible habit of unnecessarily increasing 
the challenge and thus wind up doubting in the dark!            



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Great Commission                                                                           April 18-24, 2021 

Read together:  “The Great Commission” (pages 496-497 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might read     
Matthew 28:16-20 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Jesus said to go everywhere and teach people about him.  What stories about Jesus do you remember?  
Who might need to hear you tell a story about Jesus? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
In Matthew 28:20, Jesus instructed us to teach others to “obey everything I have commanded you.”  What 
are some things Jesus commands or teaches us?  What are you telling and showing others about Jesus?   
 
Family Blessing 
Jesus said to go and teach everyone about him.  What you say and what you do teaches others about Jesus, 
love, and forgiveness. 
[Family member’s name], Jesus promised to be with you always.  You are a blessing.   

 
How does this happen?  
 
1.) Well, it's really tough to fight off the darkness of doubt when we only encounter Jesus on Sun-
day mornings and even harder when those Sunday morning times of worship are far and few in be-
tween. Isn't that what Thomas did on that resurrection evening?  
 

2.) It's challenging to remain in the light when we rarely "turn on" God's lamp unto our feet and 
[His] light unto our path, that is, open and study our Bibles as per Psalm 119:105.  
 

3.) It's also quite tricky to walk in faith rather than doubt when our times of prayer and meditation 
occur with less frequency than a swiftly spoken mealtime prayer of "Good food, Good meat, Good 
God, Let's Eat!" 
 

So, Yes, there a solution to this age-old self-inflicted problem of doubting in the darkness! But it 
requires that we take God at His Word and do it! Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:25, "not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so 
much the more as you see the Day approaching." Here's my rough paraphrase of Hebrews 10:25, 
"Don't avoid church! Not only will you miss out on a unique encounter with God, Christian fellow-
ship, but we all need the encouragement that comes from each other. In these days and times, we 
need all of God's presence and encouragement we can get!  
 
Do you occasionally find yourself in the darkness of doubt concerning your faith? If so, then the 
Apostle Paul also gave this solid advice in Romans 10:17 "So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God."  
 
I want to encourage you to no longer "Doubt in the Darkness" but take every chance to encounter 
the Risen Christ. We can all do this by being in church, studying His Word, praying, and allowing 
the Holy Spirit to strengthen you so that you too can go out with boldness as you proclaim that 
Christ is Risen!  
 

And always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!             Pastor Gary 



  

4/2 Deborah Nipper 4/15 Kaci Robichaux 

4/3 Brooke Bailey 4/16 Teressa Wilson 

4/3 Martha Sue Posey 4/20 Ainsleigh Castleberry 

4/4 Teri Burge 4/24 Tracy Card 

4/5 Gwenette Jacobson 4/24 Daniel Kelso 

4/6 Richard Edstrom 4/24 Gabrielle Nelson 

4/6 Quinton Sanders 4/24 Norman Kingston 

4/8 Tommie Neill 4/25 Mary Alexander 

4/10 Billie Dadgar 4/25 Julie Kardas 

4/11 Lori Epperson 4/25 Kim Keith 

4/11  Darcy Dingman 4/27 Steve Dingman 

4/11 Kendell  McMahen 4/27 Bobbie Webb 

4/12 Mak Kinnaird 4/30 David Greer 

4/14 Sloane Waller   

4/15 Heath Lewis   

Dear Heavenly Father, 

     Thank You that in Christ we have a friend that sticks 

closer than a brother.  Thank you for all the wonderful 

friends you have given us walk with on earth.  What a won-

derful blessing. 

     Thank you for the brothers and sisters in Christ who you 

have provided to love and help and guide and comfort us on 

our journeys.  Thank you for the fellowship and the joy they 

add to our lives.  Thank you for their perseverance and their 

choice to love their neighbors as themselves. 

     Thank you for all the encouraging words of others that 

are sweet aromas to our lives.  There is nothing like kind 

and sweet words when you need them from a friend who 

cares for you. 

     Bless our friends today Lord and surround them with        
Your peace 
Your Love 
Your protection 
Your provision 
Your Grace 
Your Strength 
Your Promises 
Your Wisdom 
Your Mercy 
Your Joy 
Your Vision 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  APRIL 15 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, APRIL 18 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Larry Kelso 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt led by Cecil McConnell 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM YOUTH Fun in the Park 
    5:30 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
  Nursery provided 
MONDAY, APRIL 19 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, APRIL 20 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    6:00 PM ABSOLUTE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
  ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Zoom & in-person) and 
  CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY (in-person)  
  Nursery provided 
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
    7:00 PM YOUTH 
    5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
April 
4th Family (9:00)              55 
 Sun. School (9:35)         31 
 Sanctuary (10:45)         140               $11,382.00 
11th       Family (9:00)                  16 
 Sun, School (9:35)        n/a 
               Sanctuary (10:45)          47                $  4,836.00 


