
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 
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       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                                                                                                April 7, 2021                                              

Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so make 
sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please 
read: John 20:1-18 
 
What are some of your Easter recollections from childhood? My earliest recollec-
tions of Easter amount to little more than involuntarily trips to one of my relatives' 
homes for a grand feast of ham, mashed potatoes, corn, and dinner rolls. This cus-
tomary meal was concluded with the ingestion of way too many cookies, pies, 
cakes, candy, and other treats. At that time in my life, the highlight of Easter was 
little more than looking forward to getting a large chocolate Easter Bunny artistical-
ly encircled by those little yellow Marshmallow Peeps and massive amounts of oth-
er sugar-laden goodies filling a colorful basket to the brim. This blood sugar-raising 
delight was dotted with a rainbow assortment of jelly beans which would occasion-
ally find their way to the bottom of the basket through the fake green grass. I'm not 
complaining since it was always a pleasant surprise when I finally emptied out the 
basket to discover that stray jelly bean that had evaded my superficial efforts at find-
ing the last bit of candy! What I'm basically saying is that I had no idea what Easter 
was all about. Little did I realize that there was something even sweeter than choco-
late on Easter. That "sweeter something" is the salvation we have by grace through 
in Jesus Christ! 
 
Let's step back in time to that first Easter morning and hear it with a few added 
thoughts — It was the first day of the week, that is, Sunday morning, and we see 
Mary Magdalene arriving on the scene to visit the tomb of Jesus. As much as Jesus' 
disciples, the twelve and the others, loved Jesus, Mary Magdalene had a special 
place of love in her heart for Jesus. How appropriate it was that John singled Mary 
Magdalene out in her early morning visit to the tomb of Jesus.   
 
With travel restrictions as part of the Law, none of Jesus' disciples could visit the 
tomb much sooner than Mary did. At the earliest possible moment, after the Sabbath 
restrictions were over, Mary Magdalene went to visit the tomb of Jesus as her last 
act of love. It was still dark when she arrived sometime during the last watch of the 
night. I can only imagine the flood of emotions going through her as she trekked 
through the early morning darkness. Fear, sadness, and singleness of purpose were 
her only companions. But with the presence of the open tomb, the fear of possible 
grave robbers still lingering nearby, and a broken heart, she quickly departed to tell 
the other disciples of what she had witnessed. She told Peter and another disci-
ple, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid Him." (Although Mary Magdalene is the only woman mentioned by 
John, we know that Mary, the mother of James, Joanna, and other ladies, accompa-
nied her as well!) 
 
After hearing the ladies' news, two of the disciples quickly left to see the tomb area, 
with John arriving first. Although first on the scene, John only peered into the empty 
tomb and saw the grave clothes.  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Thomas Sees Jesus                                                                               April 11-17, 2021 

Read together:  “Doubting Thomas” (pages 492-495 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might read John 20:19-
31 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
When the other disciples told Thomas that Jesus was alive, he didn’t believe them.  Jesus helped Thomas 
know it was true.  Who helps you learn about Jesus?  How do you help others know that Jesus is alive? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
Why do you think Jesus wasn’t mad at Thomas for not believing what the other disciples told him?  How 
do you know when something is true or real?  What or who helps you believe in Jesus?  How do you help 
others believe? 
 

Family Blessing 
We have never seen Jesus, but we believe in his great love for us.  That’s called faith.  In faith, we can say 
with Thomas, “My Lord and my God!”   [Family member’s name], believe that Jesus loves you forever.  
You are a blessing.   

As we might expect, impetuous Peter then entered the tomb and not only saw the grave clothes but noticed that the 
head covering was set apart from the other linens. As they pondered this scene, since the linens were so neatly in 
place, this could not have been a grave robbery. To them, it must have seemed as if the body of Jesus had just evapo-
rated out of His grave clothes and into thin air.  
 
Ponder this as they may, precisely what had transpired was beyond the comprehension of these two disciples. What-
ever happened to Jesus, this scene made John into a believer. It would take an encounter with the risen Christ later 
that same day to bring him to that same place of belief for Peter. Peter and the other disciple departed the area, but 
Mary Magdalene remained outside the tomb. She was tearful but bravely decided to enter the tomb, but what she saw 
must have been at least a little bit shocking; therein she saw two angels; one at the foot and one at the head of where 
Jesus had been laid to rest. They asked her an interesting question; it was a question that she would hear in an expand-
ed version very shortly, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid Him." The more probing version of the question was quickly asked by an 
unknown person coming from behind her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Since they were 
in a garden, Mary logically thought that the voice belonged to the gardener, and so she said to Him, "Sir, if You have 
carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away." Here is where the beauty of the pas-
sage comes to light and to life! With one simple word, that is, her name, she was brought from tears of sorrow to a 
place of joy! 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher). At this 
moment, Jesus essentially commissioned Mary Magdalene as the first apostle and evangelist to announce the Good 
News that He had risen from the dead! As we read in the next verse, this was a command that she immediately fol-
lowed with loving faithfulness! 
 
The resurrection account tells us about a miraculous event that took place some 2,000 years ago in Jerusalem, but 
what does it mean for us? Is it a miracle without a purpose? Or is it something far more significant and further reach-
ing than that? Jesus said, "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends" John 
15:13. Jesus also said, "because I live, ye shall live also." John 14:19 
 
So what does Easter mean to you? or better yet, what should it mean to you?  Without a doubt, it means much 
more than Easter Bunnies and candies! What it really means is that Jesus Christ gave Himself as a sacrifice for the 
sins of this world so that "whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." That 
word whosoever means exactly what it says...anyone who confesses Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior shall be 
saved. Salvation does not come through a denomination or creed or ritual, but by trusting in Jesus Christ, and Him 
alone, for your salvation! 
 
While there is the breath of life in your body, it is never too late to accept Him as your Lord and Savior. Even after 
the Disciples abandoned Him, there was room for forgiveness, and so there is forgiveness available for you too! The 
choice is yours, but I urge you... don't let another moment go by without accepting Jesus as your Savior...confess your 
sins to Him, ask forgiveness, and you will have eternal life by grace through faith in Him! 
  
And always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                            Pastor Gary 



  

4/2 Deborah Nipper 4/15 Kaci Robichaux 

4/3 Brooke Bailey 4/16 Teressa Wilson 

4/3 Martha Sue Posey 4/20 Ainsleigh Castleberry 

4/4 Teri Burge 4/24 Tracy Card 

4/5 Gwenette Jacobson 4/24 Daniel Kelso 

4/6 Richard Edstrom 4/24 Gabrielle Nelson 

4/6 Quinton Sanders 4/24 Norman Kingston 

4/8 Tommie Neill 4/25 Mary Alexander 

4/10 Billie Dadgar 4/25 Julie Kardas 

4/11 Lori Epperson 4/25 Kim Keith 

4/11  Darcy Dingman 4/27 Steve Dingman 

4/11 Kendell  McMahen 4/27 Bobbie Webb 

4/12 Mak Kinnaird 4/30 David Greer 

4/14 Sloane Waller   

4/15 Heath Lewis   

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 Wednesday’s at 5:30 p.m. 

The Sanctuary 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  APRIL 8 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by David Cole 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt led by Cecil McConnell 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
MONDAY, APRIL 12 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, APRIL 13 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    4:30 PM CDC Board Meeting (Zoom) 
    6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    6:00 PM EASTER  FESTIVAL (Peace Hall) 
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
    5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
April 
4th Family (9:00)              55 
 Sun. School (9:35)         31 
 Sanctuary (10:45)         140               $11,382.00 
  
 
  

Dear FUMC Family, 

Thank you for all your expressions of love and support in 
the loss of our mother, Anna Gurnea. Each call, card, 
memory message, and the wonderful meal have been so 
appreciated. Momma loved her church and found much 
joy in her service to it. Our family has been blessed to be 
part of this congregation.  
 
Much love, 
Carol, Linda, Mason, and Dennis  


