
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

                                                       April 6, 2022  

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

George Gilbert, Stewpot Cook; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

Church-wide Easter Festival 
Sunday, April 17 

9:15 a.m. (during Sunday School) 
 

Join us in Peace Hall for a fun filled morning  
as we celebrate the true meaning of Easter.   

 

EASTER EGG HUNT, GAMES, FELLOWSHIP,  

DONUTS, COFFEE AND JUICE 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service 

Thursday, April 14 
6:00 p.m. Sanctuary  

 
Join us as we observe Holy Thursday  
by participating in the Lord’s Supper. 

Palm Sunday Worship Service 

Sunday, April 10 
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service 

 

Join us as we celebrate the triumphal entry of  
Jesus into Jerusalem! 

Easter Worship Services 

Sunday, April 17 
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Service 

 
 

Join us for absolutely grand worship services in which we will 
celebrate the presence of Jesus, our Risen Lord! 



"The Parable of the Lost Son"  
 

 
         Some folks collect stamps, some collect coffee mugs, and others collect rare and exotic items from distant 
lands. What do I collect? As a Methodist preacher who picks up potential purchases and decides based upon 
the weight of the item on our next move, I have chosen odd and sometimes rarely used vocabulary words. For 
some bizarre reason, I enjoy coming across the occasional oddball word. What do I do with these treasures? I 
usually just store them away for personal amusement, or I have occasionally been known to drop them like 
stealth bombs on unsuspecting folks I meet along life's journey. Fun words like mellifluous, bedizen, benight-
ed, and the unforgettable…oubliette! An archeological word-find I made years ago was the 
word triptych. A triptych is a work of art divided into three sections. All three pictures, taken as a whole, form 
the overall message of an artist. It's an artistic synergy wherein the sum of the parts has a more significant im-
pact than the sections taken individually!       
     The Lectionary text for this week is also a triptych of sorts. It comes from the 15th chapter of the book of 
Luke! In this passage, Jesus was questioned by the Pharisees as to why He was eating with tax collectors and 
other notorious sinners, and Jesus answered them with a triptych of parables. Luke 15 contains a triptych of 
three parables that work together to teach us something about God's amazing grace, love, mercy, and for-
giveness. Let's stroll through our passage with a helping of my own commentary added in for flavor. 
        I can picture this as the nice home of a wealthy person. It is a home that lacks nothing, a home whose family 
is wealthy enough to have servants rather than be servants themselves! It was a home where the sons were in 
daily communion with their father. But amidst all of Jesus' joyful and colorful brushstrokes, a splash of dark-
ness is added...the younger son wants to leave this lovely setting. Perhaps he is unhappy with living by the fa-
ther's rules, or maybe he has a burning desire to see and experience all that the world offers. For whatever rea-
son, he asks his father for his inheritance. Though this usually would be interpreted as an insult to the father, 
the father goes ahead and lovingly gives him his share, and off the younger son goes to waste his portion on 
"riotous living." I'll let you fill in the details as to what might constitute "riotous" living, but it proba-
bly isn't very good! The Prodigal Son hits rock bottom as he discovers the high cost of low living! One minute 
he's living high on the hog, and the next minute he's sunk to the pits of living and wishing that he could eat 
with the hogs! By the way, this was about as low as any Israelite could ever dream of sinking. For an Israelite 
to be in contact with an unclean animal was enough to make any Jews who were listening cringe at the thought. 
        The Prodigal Son went from riches to rags! He was brought down to envying hog leftovers! This is a crucial 
point; verse 17 says, "…when he came to himself." It's funny how sin can cloud your thinking! The Prodigal 
Son had to hit rock bottom before he could come to his senses and repent. He remembered how good it was to 
be in his Father's house…by the way, you can't remember if you've never been there! This is the first step in 
returning to God. It is the realization that without Him, we are spiritually bankrupt. A definite decision is made 
to return to the Father. This was followed up with an actual "change of direction" towards the Father. From a 
distance, the Father sees the Son coming home. The Father doesn't scold him but instead runs to greet the Son! 
Some folks think of God as constantly scanning this world and our lives to see our every sin so that he can swat 
us down like a pesky fly. God's eyes always watch for all of His Prodigals (and other wayward souls) to come 
to Him. You are the apple of God's eye, and he loves you and longs for your homecoming.              
      The Son returns home and confesses to His Father, but the Father almost seems to cut him off and orders 
His servants to celebrate by killing a fatted calf for a party. He then has a clean robe brought for the Son put on. 
This symbolizes being clothed with Christ and washed anew! The ring is placed on the son's hand. This act in-
dicates his return to full status as a son. Luke 15:25-31 Space does not permit a long look at this section, but 
suffice to say that this "elder" son also had some personal issues. Perhaps we have never walked away from our 
relationship with God to live "riotously" in the world, but we may have had a similar attitude to one who did 
and then came home. We need to be ever watchful against this kind of ungodly attitude also. The passage ends 
where we once again come across the following exclamation by the Father, Luke 15:32 "We had to celebrate 
this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!'" 
        Perhaps you once were in a close relationship with the Father but have gone to a far country on your own. 
Maybe the grass looks a little greener on the other side of the street, and you've drifted off a bit, and your rela-
tionship with the Father is strained. Repent and make up with your loving Father; turn away from what is lur-
ing you away. The Father's eye and heart are patiently waiting for your return home. There will be much cele-
bration when you do! Whatever your situation, the Father loves you and desires intimate fellowship with you 
for eternity. He has made a way through Christ Jesus our Lord. Let this be the day that you "come to your-
self" come back home. 
                Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                   Pastor Gary 



A Wedding Shower 

honoring 

Hannah Hardy 
Daughter of Melissa and Tim Hardy 

 

and 
 

Brooks Lynch 
Son of Christy and Chris Lynch 

 
April 9, 2022      
10:00 –11:30 

 
First United Methodist Church Parlor 

320 West Main 
 

Elizabeth Tye            Valerie Sanders 
Jennifer Hubbard            Lindsey Roberson 
Deborah Nipper            Melissa Scott 
Tracie Nipper            Shelly Burgess 

4/2 Deborah Nipper 4/15 Kaci Robichaux 

4/3 Brooke Bailey 4/16 Teressa Wilson 

4/3 Martha Sue Posey 4/20 Ainsleigh Castleberry 

4/4 Teri Burge 4/24 Tracy Card 

4/5 Gwenette Jacobson 4/24 Daniel Kelso 

4/6 Richard Edstrom 4/24 Gabrielle Nelson 

4/6 Quinton Sanders 4/24 Norman Kingston 

4/8 Tommie Neill 4/25 Mary Alexander 

4/10 Billie Dadgar 4/25 Julie Kardas 

4/11 Lori Epperson 4/25 Kim Keith 

4/11  Darcy Dingman 4/27 Steve Dingman 

4/11 Kendell  McMahen 4/27 Bobbie Webb 

4/14 Sloane Waller 4/30 David Greer 

4/15 Heath Lewis   

    

April:  Love Enfolds Us 
April 10-16 

Love Forgives as Jesus Forgave 
 

Read together. 
The Trial and Death of Jesus (pp. 110-111).  You might also 
read Luke 23:13-49 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.   
 
Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each family 
member to add a prayer from his or her heart and mind. 
 
Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. What is something you 
noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you wonder-
ing about?  What did this story help you learn about being  
forgiven and forgiving others?   
 
Share a morning blessing.   
Because you are wrapped in God’s love, you can include  
others, forgive others, and be glad.  You are a blessing. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 7 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, APRIL 8 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, APRIL 10 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Roger Guevara 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/ Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP—PALM SUNDAY 
   CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, APRIL 11 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, APRIL 12 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  12:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  “The Book of John”  
  (AVERITT HALL) 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S Choir & Bible Study (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   6:00 PM YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY “The Book of John” (PARLOR) 
THURSDAY, APRIL 14 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
  6:00 PM MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE (SANCTUARY) 
FRIDAY, APRIL 15 
  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED—IN OBSERVANCE OF GOOD FRIDAY 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
April 3      $6,324.00  
 Sunday School (9:15)          29 
 Sanctuary (10:15)               100      
 

First United Methodist Church Family, 
 
     Thank you for letting us use 
Peace Hall for the Rotary Club 
Pancake Breakfast.  We appreciate 
your support for Rotary and the 
youth of Columbia County. 
 
Billie Dadgar 

SPECIAL DATES 

Holy Week, April 10-17, 2022 
Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10, 2022 

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 2022 
Good Friday, April 15, 2022 

Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022 
Administrative Professionals Day, April 27, 2022 


