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                                                                                                                March 31, 2021                                              

Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, 
so make sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and 
more!] Please read: Mark 11:1-11 (NKJV) 
 
In 1973-74, Burger King introduced their "Have it Your Way!" advertising 
campaign. Do you remember it? "Hold the pickles, hold the lettuce, special 
orders don't upset us all we ask is that you let us serve it your way, have it 
your way, have it your way, have it your way at Burger King." 
 
As I looked at this morning's text, it stood out to me that the people in Jesus' 
day were no different than we are today. They wanted things their way or 
forget it, and apparently, the promised messiah was no exception! Let's re-
live our text for this morning. It was the time of the Passover, and Jesus and 
His disciples had recently departed from Jericho and began the tiring and 
very stressful, 17-mile long journey uphill to Jerusalem. Before arriving in 
Jerusalem, Jesus and His disciples stopped in Bethany and Bethphage. Beth-
phage was a small town located on the ridge of the Mount of Olives over-
looking the Kidron Valley. It was at this time that Jesus told two of His dis-
ciples to go into a nearby town to secure a suitable means of transportation 
for Him to enter into Jerusalem. Whether the arrangement for the animals 
was made ahead of time or the owner was a follower of Jesus is unknown, 
but what we know is that two animals were given for Jesus' use. The donkey 
secured was a colt that had not been ridden before, and it was an appropriate 
animal to be used for such a sacred occasion. But as such, the colt's mother 
also accompanied him to keep him calm amid the shouting crowds. Why a 
donkey? That's a good question! This was done not only to be a sign to the 
crowds, but it was also in fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy, "Tell the 
daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on 
a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey." (Zechariah 9:9) Indeed, this was a 
day to remember! Jesus approached the holy city as the messiah and, in ful-
fillment of Zechariah, prophesy as King. That's why Jesus chose a lowly 
donkey rather than a chariot or war-horse, for King Jesus was coming this 
day as the Prince of Peace! 
 
As Jesus began His colt-powered trek to the holy city, the crowds following 
him acknowledged Him with all of the regal splendor due to a king. Those 
gathered spread their garments in front of him on the dusty roadway in a 
ceremonial "red carpet" style. They also gathered together palm branches 
which some waved while others spread them on the roadway as Jesus made 
His way to Jerusalem. Those crowds brought forth the customary praises 
that one could hear every year and applied them to Jesus as He rode into Je-
rusalem!  



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Empty Tomb                                                      April 4-11, 2021 

Read together:  “The Empty Tomb” (pages 482-487 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might read 
Matthew 28:1-10 and Mark 16:1-8) in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Close your eyes.  Can you feel God’s love all around you?  Can you feel the light of God’s love 
shining on you?  Nothing can kill God’s love and light—they will be with you forever!    
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
People thought that Jesus was dead and God’s love and light were gone.  Then, God did some-
thing surprising—he raised Jesus from the dead and proved that nothing can stop him from lov-
ing you.  Talk about a time that God surprised you with his love. 
 
Family Blessing 
Nothing will ever stop God from loving you.  This is the promise and truth of Easter! 
[Family member’s name], You are beloved by God…all the time!.  You are a blessing.   

The words they shouted out that day were from Psalm 118, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! By the way, when the crowds chanted 
"Hosanna," that word means "Save us, now!" Now, I can't say for sure, but I don't believe that everyone in 
that crowd desired to be saved from his or her sins; but rather, most of them wanted to be saved from the 
burden of Roman rulership and oppression. As important as that kind of salvation may have felt to the 
people, Jesus came to free them from a different sort of rulership and oppression. He came to save them 
from the slavery of sin, which leads to death! 
 
For those of us here this morning who are not yet believers in Christ Jesus, trusting in Him for salvation is 
of the utmost importance! "Save me, Lord!" is a prayer, by grace through faith, which is always answered 
with a resounding "Yes" from God! But what about the rest of us, who have been saved. might ask, "What 
can it also mean?" Is there more that we need to be saved from? Or have we arrived? Besides the salvation 
that comes through faith in Jesus, I think one of the most important things we can be saved from is... Are 
you ready? Buckle your seatbelts! We need to be saved from ourselves! Yes, saved from ourselves! We 
have been traveling through the Lenten Season, a time of deep introspection and soul-searching. If we've 
been honest with ourselves, some of what we have discovered ought to make us shout out, "Lord, save me 
from me!" So, if that's you, then you might be asking, "How should I pray that God would save me from 
me?" How about these as possible prayers? (1) Lord, save me from my past and give me a new future! (2) 
Lord, save me from my negative thoughts about mistakes I've made and the hurtful words of others, and 
let me go on to be all that you've called me to be in Christ! (3) Lord, save me from life's heartbreaks and 
give me a heart that can trust and love again! (4) Lord, Save me from my thoughts of inadequacy and re-
mind me of who I am in Christ Jesus – for I am more than a conqueror! (5) Lord, save me from my past, 
present, and even future earthly rejection(s) and failures and remind me that I am of such great worth in 
your eyes that you gave your only begotten Son as a sacrifice for my sins, so I can spend eternity with 
you! (6) Lord, Save me from the countless things that might be haunting me every day and free me for 
joyful service in your kingdom! Do you get the idea? Any of these would make great prayers, but only you 
know what your personal prayer should be! 
 

Change can and will occur with God's help, but there is one crucial change that can transform us from bit-
ter, apathetic, discouraged people into people of faith and confidence in this ever-changing world that we 
live in. It is having it God’s way and not our way. It is the life-transforming power of the Holy Spirit 
through faith in Jesus Christ. If He can change me, He can change anyone! 
 

If you don't know Him this morning, that prayer of faith and trust is always answered with a resound-
ing, "Yes!" But do remember, as Jesus entered Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago, Luke records that many 
people missed His visit and rejected Him, and He held them accountable! (Luke 19:28-44) Please, don't be 
like them! But if you do know Him, then seek to be transformed from glory to glory into the very image of 
Christ! (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 

And always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                           Pastor Gary 



  

3/1 T.H. Bradley, Jr. 3/15 Lana Meadows 

3/2 Carl Bismark 3/16 Skippy Warlick 

3/2 Clair Burge 3/19 John Alexander, Sr. 

3/2 Lucy Ray 3/20 Bob Burns 

3/3 Shelby Chesshir 3/21 Randy Couch 

3/3 Tracie Nipper 3/23 Michael Davis 

3/5 Harriett Alexander 3/24 Mia Bailey 

3/5 Todd Beams 3/24 Isaiah Morgan 

3/7 Ella Williams 3/25 Brianna Brummett 

3/8 Morgan McDonald 3/25 Caylea Brummett 

3/9 Mike Boyd 3/27 Clay Boreing 

3/9 Lori Epperson 3/27 Joey Kaar 

3/12 Amanda Haynes 3/28 Taylor Fallin 

3/13 Tabitha Lewis 3/28 Riley McCook 

3/13 Maggie McDonald 3/31 Gary Maskell 

BIRTHDAYS 

April 1 at 6:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

Kind hearts are the gardens. 
Kind thoughts are the roots. 
Kind words are the flowers. 
Kind deeds are the fruits. 
  
Take care of your garden 
and keep out the weeds. 
Fill it with sunshine, 
kind words and kind deeds. 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

The Sanctuary 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY,  APRIL 1 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, APRIL 4 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Roger Guevara 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt led by Cecil McConnell 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
MONDAY, APRIL 5 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, APRIL 6 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    6:00 PM EASTER  FESTIVAL (Peace Hall) 
    7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
    7:00 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL (Sanctuary) 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
March 
  7th Family (9:00)            17  
 Sun. School (9:35)       30  
 Sanctuary (10:45)        32    $  6,542.00 
14th       Family (9:00)               27 
               Sun. School (9:35)       42 
               Sanctuary (10:45)        45                 $29,345.00 
21st        Family (9:00)               25 
               Sun. School (9:35)       19 
               Sanctuary (10:45)        38                 $22,333.00 
28th Family (9:00)                11 
 Sun. School (9:35)       33 
 Sanctuary (10:45)        55                  $ 4,081.00 
 

CHURCH-WIDE EASTER FESTIVAL 
 

Wednesday, April 7  
Peace Hall 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Activities and crafts celebrating      
 the real Easter story 

 
Fun for all ages 

 


