
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

               

                                                                                                                March 17, 2021                                              

Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so make sure 
you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please read: John 3:1-
17 (NKJV) 
 
"A story is told of a little girl who was asked to write an essay on birth. She went home 
and asked her mother how she had been born. Her mother, who was busy at the time, 
said, 'the stork brought you darling and left you on the doorstep.' Continuing her research, 
she asked her dad how he'd been born. Being in the middle of something, her father simi-
larly deflected the question by saying, 'I was found at the bottom of the garden. The fairies 
brought me.' Then the girl went and asked her grandmother how she had arrived. 'I was 
picked from a gooseberry bush', said grandma. With this information, the girl wrote her 
essay. When the teacher asked her later to read it in front of the class, she stood up and 
began, 'There has not been a natural birth in our family for three generations…'" 
 
When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about being born from above — Jesus was not talking 
about natural birth. Jesus was talking of a spiritual birth — He was talking about a super-
natural birth. But wait a moment, I'm getting ahead of myself.  Let's step back in time to 
imagine life from Nicodemus' vantage point.  Nicodemus wasn't like many of the religious 
leaders of his day. Nicodemus may have looked like his religious kinfolk, but he was dif-
ferent on the inside! I can envision Nicodemus walking down the streets of Jerusalem dur-
ing the Passover. Nicodemus was a highly respected ruler of the Jews, which likely meant 
he was a Sanhedrin member. He was also a highly respected teacher. When people saw 
him walking down the street with his robe and prayer shawl gently moving with each step, 
the people probably stopped and marveled at how great this man of God must be. After 
the day's busyness, Nicodemus came to Jesus and gave what I believe was a heart-felt 
word of praise. He said, "…Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." Jesus then responded, not to 
his statement, but to the real question that was upon Nicodemus' heart...it was an answer 
that no one else could have given, but the Son of God Himself. In John 3:3, we read Jesus 
response, "Jesus replied, 'I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.'" With all of Nicodemus' Pharisaical focus on following the letter of the 
Law, he was confounded by the clear words of Jesus. Jesus taught this respected Jewish 
ruler and teacher of God's people that he cannot even see the Kingdom of God unless he 
has this born again experience!  
 
Question 1: John 3:4-7, "What do you mean?" exclaimed Nicodemus. "How can an old 
man go back into his mother's womb and be born again?" 5 Jesus replied, "I assure you, 
no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Hu-
mans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 Do 
not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit." One cannot see the wind directly, but you can see the 
effects of the wind by watching its influence on the things around you. You can watch a 
flag blowing in the breeze or the flowers in your garden moving to the otherwise invisible 
wind.  
 

 



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Zacchaeus                                                                                          March 21-27, 2021 

Read together:  “Zacchaeus” (pages 400-405 in the Spark Story Bible).   
You might read Luke 19:1-10 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Jesus was kind to Zacchaeus even though he knew Zacchaeus had done bad things. Jesus wants us to 
be kind, too. Do you know someone who needs your kindness and love?  How can you show kindness 
to that person this week? 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
In the Bible, Jesus tells us over and over again that it is important to forgive people when they do 
things that hurt us. Tell about a time you forgave someone. Did you feel better after?  How does it feel 
to be angry?  Forgiving others helps us get rid of that angry feeling. Does someone need your for-
giveness this week? 
Family Blessing 
When we believe in Jesus, we can become a new, better person like Zacchaeus did. [Family member’s 
name],  Jesus forgives you and loves you.  You are a blessing.   

Question 2: John 3:9 "How are these things possible?" Nicodemus asked. John 3:10-12 Jesus replied, "You are 
a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don't understand these things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we 
know and have seen, and yet you won't believe our testimony. 12 But if you don't believe me when I tell you 
about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 
 

What Nicodemus could not fully understand at this time was that earthly things can indeed tell us something 
about the things of heaven! There's a story shared many years ago by Dr. John Hutton about a certain worker 
who wasted most of his life and income on alcohol. When he came to know Jesus as his Lord and Savior, his 
co-workers gave him a hard time with his faith and belief in miracles. They asked him, "Surely, you don't be-
lieve in miracles, like believing that Jesus turned water into wine?" The man answered them by saying, "I don't 
know whether Jesus turned water into wine while in Cana of Galilee, but I do know that in my home, he turned 
beer into furniture!" Miracles come in all shapes and sizes! 
 

Jesus then went on to give us His heavenly credentials for the authority with which He spoke...and described 
the necessity of His being lifted up on the cross of Calvary John 3:13-15 "No one has ascended to heaven but 
He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life." Jesus chose to use an Old Testament account that should have been very familiar 
to Nicodemus. It came from the Book of Numbers (21:4-9), which has one of the many accounts of Israel's 
wilderness wanderings. In short, the Israelites had been complaining about the poor selection of food and drink 
in their wilderness wanderings and wanted to go back to Egyptian captivity. God sent them a plague of fiery 
serpents to occupy their thoughts for a bit while they considered things. The bites of these serpents caused 
death to some of the Israelites. The people then repented, and the Lord told Moses to make a bronze serpent, 
put it up on a pole, and said that anyone bitten who looked to this uplifted serpent would not die! It worked! A 
deadly earthly disease cured in a straightforward way! Similarly, Jesus told Nicodemus that He too must be 
lifted up so that everyone who looks to Him (believes in Him) will have eternal life! A deadly spiritual disease 
that afflicts everyone can be cured similarly by looking in faith to Jesus! 
 
If Nicodemus still thought that he needed to work his way into God's good favor, Jesus spoke words that have 
been cherished by Christians throughout the centuries! John 3:16-17 "For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved." 
 
Whether you are rich like Nicodemus or the poorest of the poor, we can all come to Him for salvation by grace 
through faith! Being born again is not about following some denomination's rules and regulations, it's about a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Nicodemus came to Jesus in the darkness of the night only to find the light of 
the world! If you don't have a personal relationship with Jesus, then maybe it's time, just as Nicodemus did, to 
come in from the darkness of the day to Jesus Christ, the true light of this world! Share this blessed Good 
News not only with your words but with a heart and life that has been transformed from being born from 
above! 
 
 And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                           Pastor Gary 



  

3/1 T.H. Bradley, Jr. 3/15 Lana Meadows 

3/2 Carl Bismark 3/16 Skippy Warlick 

3/2 Clair Burge 3/19 John Alexander, Sr. 

3/2 Lucy Ray 3/20 Bob Burns 

3/3 Shelby Chesshir 3/21 Randy Couch 

3/3 Tracie Nipper 3/23 Michael Davis 

3/5 Harriett Alexander 3/24 Mia Bailey 

3/5 Todd Beams 3/25 Brianna Brummett 

3/7 Ella Williams 3/25 Caylea Brummett 

3/8 Morgan McDonald 3/27 Clay Boreing 

3/9 Mike Boyd 3/27 Joey Kaar 

3/9 Lori Epperson 3/28 Taylor Fallin 

3/12 Amanda Haynes 3/28 Riley McCook 

3/13 Tabitha Lewis 3/31 Gary Maskell 

3/13 Maggie McDonald   

BIRTHDAYS 

Please pray for the children of                         

Thailand Feed My Lambs Family. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  MARCH 18 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, MARCH 21 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by David Cole 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt led by Cecil McConnell 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  NO CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse 
  NO CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM NO YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
    5:30 PM ADULT’S AND CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY 
  “IT IS FINISHED” IN PERSON AND ZOOM 
  Nursery is available. 
MONDAY, MARCH 22 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 23 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    6:00 PM NO CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
March 
  7th Family (9:00)            17  
 Sun. School (9:35)       30  
 Sanctuary (10:45)        32    $  6,542.00 
14th       Family (9:00)               27 
               Sun. School (9:35)       42 
               Sanctuary (10:45)        45                 $29,345.00 
  

MARCH 22-26 


