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Sunday 
 

Family Worship—9am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:45 am 
Facebook Live 10:45  
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Youth— Bible Study 4:30 pm 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
Children—Bible Study 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
 

7:00 PM—Cable Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –1:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter,  
Nursery Attendants 

Attitude Is Your [Commanded] Paintbrush - Part Two 
 
[This is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and much is missing, so make 
sure you get The Magnolia Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!] Please 
read: Exodus 20:1-17 (NKJV) 
 

This morning is the third Sunday in our wilderness journey in Lent. What an appropriate 
time to consider the results of the wilderness wanderings of a chosen group of people. 
Within this passage, we find a familiar set of instructions for the Israelites as their time 
of slavery had ended, and a new life was on the horizon. These instructions were given 
so that their attitudes were shaped to paint a picture of love for God and for their neigh-
bors. You might not have a perfect recollection of every one of these instructions, but 
hopefully, their name ought to ring a bell. Let me give you a hint. There are ten of these 
words, instructions, or commandments. Does that bit of info ring a bell? I'll bet it does! 
Let me ask you two questions: (1) Are the Ten Commandments important to Christians? 
(2) Are you a Christian? (3) Can you name all of the Ten Commandments? I believe that 
memorizing Scripture can help us to be strong in our times of weakness. The Psalmist 
writes in Psalm 119:11, "I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 
against you." (NLT). So what is the context of God's giving these timeless words? In the 
first 19 chapters of the Book of Exodus, God had seen the terrible plight of His people, 
shared His name with Moses and His people, flexed His mighty muscles before Pharaoh, 
led His people across the Red Sea and away from slavery, and safely through 40-years of 
wilderness wanderings. God fed the people when they were hungry, protected them from 
attack, and made a covenant with them that they will be God's treasured possession, a 
priestly kingdom, and a holy nation if the people keep their end of the covenant. After 
some precise instructions and warnings about who can and cannot approach Mount Sinai, 
God speaks to Moses and Aaron the following words. So take a moment and read the 
Exodus account. Exodus 20:1-2 "Then God gave the people all these instructions: 2 "I 
am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slav-
ery." This is where an unspoken "therefore" comes into play. In other words, because of 
all of these blessings, or simply because of all that the Lord Your God has brought you 
through, "therefore" this is how you, as God's people, should respond. The first four re-
late to our vertical relationship to God, with the remaining 6 horizontal commands fo-
cused on our interpersonal relations. 
 

Here we go: Commandment 1 — Verse 3, "You must not have any other god but me." 
This first Commandment is the most important of the commandments because it keeps us 
on task for the rest of them. The command was so important that God would tell the Isra-
elites to recite it daily in the form of the Shema while binding it on their foreheads, arms, 
and doorposts: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength." (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). In other words, there isn't any part of human life that is 
excluded from giving our full love and worship to God. Commandment 2 — This second 
commandment about not creating idols makes the first even more explicit While we 
might be tempted to ignore it since we probably don't actually bow down to wooden 
idols these days, we still need to constantly be watchful to exclude the other idols to 
which we give honor — idols like money, sex or power. After all, most human sin comes 
down to one of those three things, and the effects can reach down through generations. 



  

Commandment 3 — "You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God." (Take the Lord's name in vain). Making 
"wrongful use" of God's name warns us against using God's name for our own purposes. In the ancient world, the name 
of a god was often invoked to get what one wanted. In our own time, we might want to use God's name to support our 
own selfish agenda, assuming that God blesses whatever it is we feel like doing. Like clicking on a bad link in a suspi-
cious email, using God's name wrongly can introduce a virus into our ability to truly love and obey God. Commandment 
4 — The command to observe the Sabbath is a lot like a weekly reminder to take care of your spiritual, physical, and 
mental self (vv. 8-11). The Sabbath is an opportunity to stop working yourself to death and, instead, to receive healing in 
the form of worship, prayer, and listening to God. It's a day set aside each week to re-orient our lives to God's will for a 
healthy, godly life. Ignoring this time leads to overload and makes us slow and ineffective for God's Kingdom. We need 
to rest and be reminded that God is the one who ultimately runs the universe. Commandment 5 — Honoring one's par-
ents, the fifth commandment, ensures that God's covenant will be renewed with every successive generation (v. 12). If 
parental instruction in the covenant wasn't followed or their authority is rejected, the covenant was in jeopardy. Notice 
that this commandment is connected to living "long in the land" God was giving to the Israelites. Covenant obedience 
was the condition for Israelites living in the Promised Land, and failure to do so would result in their expulsion. Com-
mandments 6 and 7 — (6) Murder and adultery were so bad that Jesus updated the commandments to include heftier 
warnings against them: (a) Don't murder? Jesus said to start by not hating others (Matthew 5:21-26). (7) Don't commit 
adultery? Jesus said to start by not allowing your eyes to wander lustfully (Matthew 25:27-30). Commandments 8 and 9 
— Need little explanation as to what they are. (8) against stealing and (9) "bearing false witness," lying or telling stories, 
as my grandma used to say. They are designed to protect the covenant community and its integrity. Commandment 10 — 
The prohibition against "coveting," the 10th commandment, reminds us that we do not have permission to want someone 
else's spouse or property enough to take them for ourselves (v. 17). In fact, it's often the very act of coveting that leads to 
the active violation of the other commandments. 
 

So how can we hide these commandments in our hearts when we have trouble remembering them? Easy Peasy! Since we 
can't lug around heavy stone tablets as reminders, we have the Holy Spirit who has written them on our hearts (Hebrews 
10:16 and Romans 2:1). But wouldn't it be nice to have a simple reminder to keep ourselves on track? If you've got at 
least hand or foot, then great! (1) Hold up 1 finger: This means that God comes first. So the first commandment is "You 
shall have no other gods before Me." (2) Hold up 2 fingers: Two gods are too many gods! If you have two gods, one of 
them must be an idol. So the second commandment is "Do not worship idols." (3) Hold up 3 fingers: It looks like a "W." 
W is for "Watch your words." God's name is holy, and we should only use it when we are talking to Him or about Him. 
Never in a bad or silly way. So the third commandment is "Do not take the Lord's name in vain." (4) Hold up 4 fingers: 
What is the thumb doing? He's resting! So the fourth commandment, to "Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy." (5) 
Hold up 5 fingers: It looks like I'm making a promise. So the fifth commandment is "Honor your parents." (6) Hold up 6 
fingers: It looks like the finger is shooting the hand. So the sixth commandment is, "Do not murder." (7) Hold 7 fingers: 
The fingers look like people getting married. When people get married, they make promises. So the 7th commandment 
is, "Do not commit adultery." (8) Hold up 8 fingers: It looks like bars to a jail cell. So the 8th commandment is, "Do not 
steal." (9) Hold up 9 fingers: It looks like the thumb is telling lies about the fingers on the other hand. So the ninth com-
mandment is, "Do not bear false witness." (10) Hold up 10 fingers and wiggle them: It looks like I'm wanting everything! 
That means you are saying, "Give me that! Give me this!" So the 10th commandment is, "Do not covet." 
 

I believe that memorizing Scripture can help us to be strong in our times of weakness. The Psalmist writes in Psalm 
119:11, "I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you." (NLT) 
 

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 
 

Pastor Gary 
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3/12 Amanda Haynes 3/28 Riley McCook 

3/13 Tabitha Lewis 3/31 Gary Maskell 

3/13 Maggie McDonald   

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin              March 14-20, 2021 

Read together:  “The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin” (pages 374-377) in the 
Spark Story Bible).  You might read Luke 15:1-10 in your Bible or at 
biblegateway.com.  

Family conversation cues (younger children) 

Have you ever lost anything?  How did that feel?  What did you do?  
Did you find the thing you lost?  How did you feel when you found it? 

Family conversation cues (older children) 

What are some things that can get lost?  What do you do to find them?  
How do you feel when you find them?  Jesus used these stories to tell us 
something very important about God.  What do you think Jesus wants 
you to know? 

Family Blessing 

The sheep was precious to the shepherd and the coin was precious to 
the woman.  Each of us is precious to God. 

[Family member’s name], Jesus loves you and keeps you.  You are a 
blessing.   

BIRTHDAYS 

EMBRACE IT FOR ALL IT’S WORTH 

Mar 8, 2021 

Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional 

Believing that Jesus is your Savior does not allow you 

to stop using your brain. Trusting Jesus to be your 

Lord does not mean you don’t have to be concerned 

about your spiritual, physical and emotional well-

being. Living as a disciple does not free you from re-

sponsibility for your actions. God has created you to 

live in relationship with Jesus for a lifetime and an 

eternity. To be smart, healthy and responsible. And to 

become perfect in love. This life you have been given 

is the most amazing gift ever. Embrace it for all it’s 

worth. 

https://arumc.org/2021/03/embrace-it-for-all-its-worth/
https://arumc.org/category/bishops-daily-devotional/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY,  MARCH 11 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 12:00 pm. 
   9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
   9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES– 
 CLEGG/OPEN DOOR—Parlor led by Larry Kelso 
 SPARES AND PAIRS —Averitt led by Cecil McConnell 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request for each class 
  CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—Treehouse 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS—Confirmation room  
  10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
    4:30 PM YOUTH (Peace Hall) 
    5:30 PM ADULT’S AND CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY 
  “IT IS FINISHED” IN PERSON AND ZOOM 
  Nursery is available. 
MONDAY, MARCH 15 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 16 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
    6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS—Peace Hall 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 
    8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                          Attendance                 Offerings 
March 
  7th Family (9:00)            17  
 Sun. School (9:35)       30  
 Sanctuary (10:45)        32    $  6,542.00 
  
 

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and prepa-
ration for the coming of Easter.  

 

It is a time of self-examination and reflection.  


