
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

          

           March 9, 2022   

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Bailey McCook, 
Youth Director; 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Children's Choir lead “God Is So Good” in congregational singing 
during worship. These church leaders are directed by Deborah 
Nipper and Shelly Burgess. The Children’s Choir practices on                

Wednesday evenings at 4:30 p.m. 

SPRING CLEANING                                                                           
removing the overgrown shrubs, filling in with new bark     

   and will add new landscape. 



Should You Count Your Blessings? 
 

     If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to  " hear "it in a very abbreviated format, then 
this is your answer! Please read Luke Luke 4:1-13. If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole 
sermon ,I Can Resist Anything, Except Temptation, in the Magnolia Messenger. 
     Oscar Wilde once said, "I can resist anything except temptation." Ah, sweet temptations! We have all 
fallen prey to their promises of momentary happiness, haven't we? Temptations surrendered can trap us into 
a place where we are seemingly prisoners of sin. Such a state of being can lead us to spiritual or physical 
death at its worst, or at least, it can lead us somewhere we really don't want to be! Whether we surrender to 
it or resist it, we all know what temptation looks and feels like, don't we? We also know what happens when 
we succumb to it, but what might it look like from others on the outside when we resist it? I think a cute sto-
ry about a little boy in a grocery store gives a picture of temptation resisted. The boy was standing near an 
open box of peanut butter cookies. "Now then, young man," said the grocer as he approached the young 
man. "What are you up to?" "Nothing," replied the boy: "Nothing." "Well, it looks to me like you were trying 
to take a cookie." "You're wrong, mister; I'm trying not to!" Now, that's temptation resisted! 
     Temptation #1 — Satan said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread." In 
my baking history, I've turned a few loaves of bread into something akin to stone, but never the other way 
around! Satan will not tempt us to do what we can't do, but what we can do. Temptation #2 — After show-
ing Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, Satan said, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down 
and worship me." Temptation #3 — Satan took Jesus to the holy city of Jerusalem and onto the highest point 
of the temple and said, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His 
angels charge over you,' and, 'In their hands, they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone.'" 
     Every one of the wilderness temptations was a challenge to the identity, person, and mission of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth. All of our temptations have similar attacks. We know that Jesus resisted all of the devil's 
temptations, but we don't usually fare as well! Let me share one great real-life experience of a certain monk 
named Carlo Carretto. In The God Who Comes, a desert monk named Carlo Carretto speaks of his own 
temptation in the wilderness. He says, "In our community the other day, there wasn't much coffee. Coffee 
does me good down here in the desert...it helps me...I am old. I was worried about not having any, about 
spending a few hours feeling dull and weak, and so—without perceiving the evil I was doing—I went into 
the kitchen before the others and drank up all that was left. Afterward, having suffered all day and made my 
confession, I thought in shame of my selfishness, of the ease with which I had excluded my two brothers 
from those black, bitter remains. It seems a tiny thing, yet in that cup of coffee, taken and not shared with 
my brothers, is the root of all the evil which disturbs us, the poison of all the arrogance which selfishness, 
riches, and power create. The difference between Jesus and me is right here," Carretto says, "in an affair that 
seems simple but isn't at all; after a whole lifetime, it is still there to make you think. Jesus would have left 
the coffee for his brothers; I did not" (p. 179). Can you relate? 
    Our temptation, repeatedly, is to love ourselves more than we love God or others. In the Great 
Commandment, Jesus said that the most crucial thing in the world is to love God with all our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength and to love others just as much as we love ourselves. It's that last part that's hard for us. 
Carlo Carretto probably would have given God the last of the coffee. But on that day, he loved himself more 
than others for whatever reasons. Instead of lovingly measuring out that little bit of coffee into three equal 
portions, he gulped it down when no one was looking. 
     And so the test that reveals what we are really made of can come at any time, and it can come in the 
smallest of things. (1) Will you leave some "coffee" for your brothers, or will you drink it all up? (2) Will 

you get up and go to church on Sunday mornings, or will you hit the snooze button? (3) Will you take the 
time to talk to that person who didn't make it to church? 

     Every choice Jesus made put His mission to save the world above His own personal comfort. He made 
every sacrifice for all of us! Daily, we make hundreds of choices that lead us closer to God or further away. 
Every choice reveals a small portion of who we are, but they can also show who we serve. It may have 
been true that Oscar Wilde could "resist anything, except temptation," but we have the Holy Spirit to lead, 
guide, and power us! We can do all things through Christ Jesus, who strengthens us by God's! Philippians 
4:13 

     Choose wisely and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!             Pastor Gary 



3/1 T.H. Bradley, Jr. 3/13 Maggie McDonald 

3/2 Carl Bismark 3/15 Lana Meadows 

3/2 Clair Burge 3/20 Bob Burns 

3/2 Lucy Ray 3/21 Randy Couch 

3/3 Shelby Chesshir 3/23 Michael Davis 

3/3 Tracie Nipper 3/24 Mia Bailey 

3/5 Harriett Alexander 3/25 Brianna Brummett 

3/5 Todd Beams 3/25 Caylea Brummett 

3/7 Ella Williams 3/27 Clay Boreing 

3/9 Mike Boyd 3/27 Joey Kaar 

3/9 Lori Epperson 3/28 Taylor Fallin 

3/12 Amanda Haynes 3/28 Riley McCook 

3/13 Tabitha Lewis 3/31 Gary Maskell 

Treehouse Family Bible Stories 
March 2022:  Love Is Action 

     March 13-19 
Love Forgives and Welcomes 

 

Read together. 
The Loving Father and the Sone Who Returned (pp. 96-
97).  You might also read Luke 15:11-31 in your Bible or at 
biblegateway.com.   
 

Pray together.   
Start with the prayer at the end of the story.  Ask each 
family member to add a prayer from his or her heart and 
mind. 
 

Think together.   
Share what the story means for you. What is something 
you noticed for the first time in this story?  What are you 
wondering about?  What did this story help you learn 
about forgiving and welcoming others?   
 

Share a mealtime blessing.   
Because you are loved, you can show love to others 
through your actions.  You are a blessing.  

    Hannah Center Baby Bottle Campaign Update 

Thank you so much for participating in the Hannah 

Pregnancy 2022 Baby Bottle Campaign! Your gift of 

$260.68 is very much appreciated.  It amazes us here 

at Hannah to see pocket change, crumpled bills, and 

generous checks, combine to produce a large dona-

tion!  Last year, with your help we 

raised $53,000.00 from churches. 

    

Spring is coming 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, MARCH 10 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MARCH 11 
  8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, MARCH 13 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/ Dan Grantham 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
  “The Book of John" (Zoom) 
   5:30 PM YOUTH (SNACK SUPPER PROVIDED) 
MONDAY, MARCH 14 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 15 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:15 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, MARCH 17 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, MARCH 18 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
March 6     $15,521.00             
 Sunday School (9:15)     17 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            95 
 

SPECIAL DATES 

World Day of Prayer, March 4, 2022 
Daylight saving time begins, March 13, 2022 
First day of spring, March 20, 2022 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of JD 
Martin in the death of his wife, Artilia Martin. 
 
     A love offering for     
JD Martin will be re-
ceived.  Please bring your 
offering to the church of-
fice  this week.  We con-
tinue to lift the family up 
and our beloved JD. 

DON’T FORGET—SPRING FORWARD 

Set your clocks FORWARD one hour on      
Saturday night, March 12 

OUR SYMPATHY 

     Sympathy is extended to the family of    

Melissa and Gary Maskell 

in the death of her Aunt 

Patsy Bain and Uncle 

Floyd Stevens. 


